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Biographical Sketch

Adam Grant was born in Poland and became interested in art as a child. He was primarily self-
taught. During World War Il he was a prisoner in Auschwitz and other concentration camps,
where he saved his life through creating art for Nazi prison guards. After the war, he emigrated
to the U.S. and ended up in Detroit where he created original drawings for a paint-by-number
company, the Palmer-Pann Corporation, which later moved to Toledo under the name of Craft
Master Corporation. During these years he also devoted himself to painting, and much later, left
the commercial art world to paint full-time. His works, dominated by the female figure, are well
known for their sculptural qualities and old master light effects. His paintings have been shown
extensively in the Toledo area and have won a number of awards. His works are held in the
permanent collection of the Butler Institute of American Art in Youngstown and in a number of

corporate, university, and other regional collections. He also exhibited in Paris. Adam Grant died
in 1992.

Scope and Content

The Adam Grant papers contain exhibition catalogs, newspaper clippings, photographs of the
artist, awards, documents, publications associated with the paint-by-number business, and an
audio-taped lecture on the artist’s life narrated by his wife Peggy. Also included are
correspondence and chalk drawings that Grant made for the paint-by-number business.

The Adam Grant papers would be of use to those interested in the local art community, the paint-
by-number business, and also to researchers of the Holocaust.

There are no restrictions in the use of the Adam Grant papers.
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