ADDRESSING CHILDREN’S NEEDS IN 
TYPICAL EC CLASSROOMS 

Making Simple Modifications

	The Strategy


	The Problem
	One Solution
	Another Solution?

	Change the physical environment
	Tami has difficulty making choices during art activities
	Limit the number of choices Tami has to make between paint or playdough colors
	

	Change the rules or expectations for children
	Keisha can’t stay on her cot during nap time
	Let Keisha have a favorite quiet toy or book during nap time
	

	Change the way that adults interact with children
	Devon likes to play in the dramatic play area, but always ends up taking other children’s toys
	Join Devon’s play and help her play appropriately by using cues or gestures
	

	Change the schedule or daily routine
	It takes Jordan a long time to put his coat when it’s time to go out to play
	Give Jordan and some other children a “head start” getting ready to go outside
	

	Modify materials or equipment so children can use them
	Will has difficulty keeping his balance to sit in a chair


	Make sure Will has a chair with sides or an armrest and a foot rest 
	

	Simplify an activity or complicated task
	Erica loses interest in activities quickly if they are too difficult
	Have Erica take turns with an adult to complete an activity—have the adult do more of the difficult tasks
	


