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Students who come in at the Bachelor level register for 6000 level courses until they pass the Qualifying 

exam at end of 2nd year. Students who come in at MS level already register for 8000 level courses. This 

was originally because we only had the PhD level and developed the MS purposefully for those students 

who did not achieve sufficient work to warrant a PhD (didactic course work is a relatively small part of 

the overall requirements towards PhD). Therefore, PhD students who could not go on, at least achieved 

a MS with coursework they had already accomplished. This is common amongst research degrees. A 

second development has been that some of the MS students have done sufficiently well to move up to 

the PhD level and are not required to retake the same course to satisfy PhD requirements. 


