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SISS 8040
Research Design

Spring 2012

Class Location and Time: Monday 1:00-3:30 p.m., SM 3036

Instructor: Daniel J. Hammel
Office: SM 3027
Phone: 419-530-4709
Email: dan.hammel@utoledo.edu
Office Hours: M 10:00-11:30, T 10:00-11:00, R 3:00-4:00, and by appointment

Course Description
[2 hours] Introduces students to research and research technicalities, including what is research,
how to write research papers and research proposals, and how to design and manage a research
project.

Introduction, Goals and Objectives
The purpose of this course is to help you make the transition from being a critical consumer of
knowledge in the spatially integrated social sciences, to being a producer of that knowledge. The
focus will be upon the careful design of a major research project that will become your
dissertation and the first step in that process is to produce a defensible research proposal. Topics
will include the structure and components of a research proposal and of the dissertation itself.
We will also discuss a series of related topics such as research ethics, data standards, and
working with human subjects. We will conclude by exploring sources of funding and discussing
the writing and publication process.

Assignments and Evaluation
The major assignment in the course is to produce a project description for your dissertation. The
timeline for this Ph.D. program calls for you to present and defend a dissertation proposal about
a year fi'om now so it is unlikely that you will be able to finish a proposal by the end of this
semester. However, a project description of about five pages is quite manageable. I will provide
more information on specific requirements for this assignment during the semester, but
components of this mini-proposal will be due throughout the semester. Part of the course will be
conducted as a workshop so you will be required to read and critically comment on the proposals
of other students in the class. We will have also complete several brief assignments that will
require you to gather and synthesize information on some of the course topics and report them to
the class. Of course, you will need to complete all the readings and be prepared to discuss them.
Finally, in order to facilitate your comprehensive exams (that are scheduled for the beginning of
next fall semester), you will need to identify the members of your dissertation committee.

Course Schedule

January 9 - Introduction

January 23 -Research ethics, the use of human subjects



January 30 - Creating a framework for research. The components of a dissertation/research
project

February 6 - The use of the scientific literature

February 13 - Significance: applied and theoretical

February 20 - The purpose of the proposal

February 27 - Questions, Objectives and Hypotheses

March 12 - Developing a plan of work

March 19 -- Scholarly writing and the writing process

March 26 - Sources of funding

April 2 - The NSF, GSS, DDRI program

April 9 - Dealing with reviews and criticism, revising

April 16 - Planning publications, the publication process.

April 23 - Presentations


