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(for 1500 word section)
TSOC 6120/8120 Comparative Education

Course Description: This course is designed to examine educational systems from a global or
international perspective. Complex interrelationships between global issues and education
systems will be examined. Theoretical perspectives on educational systems and social policies
will be analyzed. Topics will include educational policy, finance, governance, organization,
accessibility, and assessment. Emphasis will be on the interactions between educational
institutions and social values, and how education can be used to build a more global society.
Some sections of the course will include an international field study trip. There are no pre-
requisites or co-requisites. The course is cross listed with HED 6120/8120.

Requirements:: Individual students will be required to focus on a particular country and a
particular topic or issue in the class. Some examples of more focused issues include the
following: Academic versus Professional/Technical education, Brain Drain, Educating special
populations, Decentralization, Demographic transformations, Environmental issues, Gender
inequalities, Language and literacy, Multiculturalism, Indigenous peoples, Human Rights and
Peace education, Religion, Rural-Urban inequities, Social and Ideological conflict

Objectives: There are eight specific goals for this course. These are to:

1. examine historical factors which have influenced education around the world;

2. explore education governance, administration and policy-making within different
nations and cultures.

3. explore the emerging interdependence of global educational issues in our
constantly changing international environment;

4. study key international agencies, networks, and organizations that impact

educational policies such as United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), and The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and

Development (OECD)
5. gain an understanding of comparative educational research methodologies:
6. examine challenges to education created by shifting global politics, and
€Conomics;
7. establish research and practice networks for future educational collaboration.; and
8. provide a foundation for including an optional international field study trip.

Topic Outline

Overview of the field of International Education
Twenty five percent (25%) or 4 of 15 weeks of class time.
e Introduction and Overview
e International Education — History, Theory and Research methods.
e Comparative Education today- Internationalization and Globalization



Country/ Regional Case Studies
Thirty-five percent (35%) or 5 of 15 weeks of class time
» Europe and North America
» Africa
® Asia
» Latin America

Issues in International Education
Forty percent (40%) or 6 of 15 weeks of class time
. Administration, Governance and Organization
. Access, Accountability and Quality Assurance
. Financing Education — Resources and Diversity, Privatization (Private vs. Public)
. Educational Reform, Technology and Distance Education
. The Academic Profession and the International student
. Education and social change, student activism

Catalog description (30 word max)

Complex interrelationships between global issues and education systems will be examined
including theory and research on international education. Education explored as a builder of a
more global society.



