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Course Syllabus: SEMANTICS and PRAGMATICS
LING 4260, Spring 2012
and LING 5260

Course Title: Semantics and Pragmatics

Instructor:  Or. Heather Blakemore

Meeting Place: to be announced

Meeting Time: to be announced

Office Telephone:  419-530-2014

Messages at English Dept. 419-530-2318 (FH 1500) and in mailbox (BLAKEMORE) in English
Department Mailroom (FH 1440)

Office Hours: to be announced
Office Location: FH 1810 .
e-mail: Heather.Blakemore@utoledo.edu

Required Texts: A packet assembled by the professor and including the readings listed below.

Course description: Semantics is the study of meaning in linguistics and related fields. in this
course we will answer the following questions: What is linguistic meaning? To what extent is it
based on quantifiable logic? What kinds of basic elements do we need to make reference to in
order to characterize the meanings of words or other linguistic units? What are some
fundamental properties of particular meaning systems in human languages, and what is the
range of variation found in the expression of these systems in various languages? How do word
meanings change over time and what implications does this have for theories of lexical
meaning? Our study will include the cognitive representation of meaning, lexical categorization,
conceptual structures, metaphor/metonymy, meaning change, pragmatic inference, and the
relation of language and mind. Pragmatics is a subfield of linguistics which studies the ways in
which context contributes to meaning. Pragmatics studies how the transmission of meaning
depends not only on the linguistic knowledge (e.g. grammar, lexicon etc.) of the speaker and
listener, but also on the context of the utterance, knowledge about the status of those involved,
the inferred intent of the speaker, and so on. In this respect, pragmatics explains how language
users are able to overcome apparent ambiguity, since meaning relies on the speech event’
manner, place, time, and many other sociolinguistic variables.

1. Classical Semantic Theory: From Aristotle to Bertrand Russell, with many in between.
a. Aristotle. 2001. "Posterior Analytics”. In Mckeon, Richard. The Basic Works. Modern

Library. ISBN 0-375-75799-6.

b. Whitehead, Alfred North; Russell, Bertrand. 1967. Principia Mathematica to *S6.
Cambridge University Press. ISBN 0-521-62606-4.

¢. Wittgenstein, L., 2001. Philosophical Investigations (Philosophische Untersuchungen),
Blackwell Publishers. ISBN 0-631-23127-7.



2.

4.

S.

Alternatives to Classical Semantic Theory: Fillmore and Langacker

a. Fillmore, Charles. 1975. An alternative to checklist theories of meaning. In Proceedings of
the first annual meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Soclety, ed. by Cathy Cogen et al.
Berkeley: Berkeley Linguistics Society, Dept. of Linguistics, U.C. Berkeley, pp. 123-131.

b. Fillmore, Charles. 1978. On the organization of semantic information in the lexicon. In
Papers from the parasession on the lexicon. Chicago Linguistic Society, ed. by Donka
Farkas, Wesley Jacobsen, and Karol Todrys. Chicago: Chicago Linguistic Society (Dept. of
Linguistics, University of Chicago), pp. 165-173.

c. Lee, David. 2001. Chapter from An Introduction to Cognitive Linguistics. Chapter 1: Basic
Concepts. Pages 1-17. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

d. Langacker, Ronald. 1988. A view of linguistic semantics. In Topics in Cognitive Linguistics,
ed. by Brygida Rudzka-Ostyn. Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins, pp. 49-90.

Prototype Theory:
a. Rosch, Eleanor. 1978. Principles of categorization. In Cognition and categorization, ed. by
E. Rosch and B, Lloyd. Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum, pp. 27-48.
Possible World Semantics:
a. Divers, John. 2002. Possible Worlds. London: Routledge. ISBN 0-415-15556-8.
Pragmatics, including Grice’s Conversational Maxims:
a. Huang, Yan. 2007. Pragmatics. New York: Oxford University Press.
b. Grice, Paul. 1989. The way of words. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

D UATE GRADE BREAKDOWN: Semester grades will be calculated as follows:

Reponses to Reading Comprehension Questions 40
Semantic Change Journal 10
Logic quiz 10
Exam 1 {midterm exam) 20
Exam 2 (final exam) ‘ 20
Total: 100 points

Grading scale: 93-100 = A; 90-92 = A-; 88-89 = B+; 83-87 = B; 80-82 = 8-; 78-79 = C+; 73-77=C;
70-72 = C-; 60-69 = D; below 60 =F

LING (grad course number/s)
In addition to all the content listed above for LING (undergrad number), graduate students

enrolled in LING {course number) will also be learning the following topics, via small group and

individual seminars. All grad students will be responsible for all the Additional Readings. The
additional readings are listed below. .

TOPICS:
1. Applications of Prototype Theory
a. Taylor, J. R. 2003. Linguistic Categorization, Oxford University Press.
b. Wierzbicka, Anna. 1985. Cups and mugs: The semantics of simple artifacts. In



Lexicography and conceptual analysis. Ann Arbor, Mich.: Karoma Publishers pp. 1-
40.
2. lLexico-semantic Syntax
3. Bolinger, Dwight. 1975 [1968). Meaning. The Segmentation of Reality. Excerpt
from Aspects of language Chapter 7, 2nd edition. New York: Harcourt, Brace,
Jovanovich, 185-192.
b. Radden, G. and Dirven, R. 2007. Cognitive English Grammar. Amsterdam: John
Benjamins. Chapter 12: pages 303-334 “Space and Extensions of Space.”
3. Metaphors and Blending Theory
a. Lakoff, George and Johnson, Mark. 1980. Metaphors we live by. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.
b. Fauconnier, Gilles and Turner, Mark. 2008. "Rethinking Metaphor". Ray Gibbs,
editor, Cambridge Handbook of Metaphor and Thought. CUP.

UATE G 8 OWN: Semester grades will be calculated as follows:

Individual Presentation on Issues in Semantics or Pragmatics 20
Reponses to Reading Comprehension Questions 20
Semantic Change Journal 10
Logic quiz 10
Exam 1 (midterm exam) _ 20
Exam 2 (final exam) 20
Total: 100 points

grading scale: 93-100 = A; 90-92 = A-; 88-89 = B+; 83-87 = B; 80-82 = B-; 78-79 = C+; 73-77 =C;
70-72 = C-; 60-69 = D; below 60 =F



