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Theories of Justice and Education Policy
TSOC 6360/8360

The University of Toledo

Dale T. Snauwaert, Ph.D.
Phone: 429-530-2478 email: dale.snauwaert@utoledo.edu Office: Gillham 5000C
Office Hours: Wed 2-4:15pm; 6:45-7:30pm; Thursday 2-4pm; and by appointment

Purpose

The purpose of this seminar is to explore prominent theories of distributive justice in a
liberal democratic republic and to analyze key educational policy issues from the
perspective of those theories. Five theories of justice will be explored: John Rawls’s
Justice as Fairness; Amartya Sen and Martha Nussbaum’s capabilities approach; Robert
Nozick’s Libertarian theory; and Michael Walzer’s Communitarianism. Educational
policy issues include school finance equity, the political purposes of public education,
and fair responses to cultural and other forms of diversity, among other issues. The
course will be taught as a seminar — as such it will involve intensive reading, reflective
thought and discussion.

Goals

The goals of this course are:

(1) To gain a critical understanding of the nature of justice philosophically and its
political application to American education;

(2) To develop an informed opinion concerning various educational policy issues, from
the perspective of justice.

Required Texts

Marilyn J. Gittell (ed.), Strategies for School Equity (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1998).

Kymlicka, W. (1990). Contemporary political philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University
Press. Chapter on Utilitarianism

Nozick, R. (1974). Anarchy, state, and utopia. New York: Basic Books.

Nussbaum, M. C. (2006). Frontiers of justice: Disability, nationality, species
membership. Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press.

Rawls, J., & Kelly, E. (2001). Justice as fairness: A restatement. Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press.

Sen, A. (2009). The idea of justice. Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of
Harvard University Press.



Walzer, M. (1983). Spheres of justice: A defense of pluralism and equality. New York:
Basic Books.

Supreme Court Education Cases: http://www.streetlaw.org/en/landmark.aspx

Assessment

Performance in the course will be evaluated in terms of the following: active and
thoughtful class participation (30% of the grade), a well-executed seminar paper (50%),
and a oral presentation of one’s seminar paper (20%). The course is reading intensive, so
participation is a significant means of demonstrating a performative understanding of the
central issues. Detailed instructions and essay questions will be distributed.

Masters (6360) Level Requirements: Each essay should be approximately 10-15 pages,
double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 point font. Masters students are required to
demonstrate both comprehension and ability to apply the course material by providing
performative understanding of the course material and coherent philosophical analysis
and argumentation in support of their paper thesis. Reference to the course materials is
required. The essays should be at a level of sophistication, in terms of style, analysis,
argumentation, and background knowledge, of a doctoral level academic and/or

professional.

Masters Essay Evaluation Rubric

A

B to C range

Strong Thesis Statement,
developed through paper
and answering question

Develops a valid thesis;
answers question in
thoughtful way; argument
developed throughout the
paper and culminating in
reasonable conclusions.

Lacks developed thesis
and/or fails to answer the
stated question.

Disciplinary content
knowledge demonstrated

Uses relevant citations from
the course material,
presented in such a way as to
demonstrate comprehension
of them.

Includes inadequate
citations and/or lacks
meaningful discussion of
them.

Contextualized in discipline

Places clearly within the

Does not adequately

appropriate contexts, contextualize
including theoretical,
political economic,
historical, and educational.

Theoretical development Creates a clear, supported Lacks appropriate
and developed theoretical theoretical framework,
framework that is valid in and/or theory

framing the answer, and
includes theoretical analysis
and interpretation

underdeveloped, and/or
lacks theoretical analysis
and interpretation




Writing

Demonstrates appropriate,
systematic, intentional
sentence structure, paragraph
structure (with transitions),
overall organizational
structure; conventional or
intentional spelling,
grammatical, and
punctuation conventions;
approved citation style;
copyedited and proofread.

Demonstrates unacceptable
professional writing skills
in terms of grammar,
spelling, sentence structure,
punctuation, overall
organization, transitions,
systematic citation, and/or
copyediting &
proofreading.

Doctoral (8360) Level Requirements:

Each essay should be article length,

approximately 20-30 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 point font. Doctoral
students are required to demonstrate mastery of the course material by providing
coherent, compelling and detailed philosophical analysis and argumentation in support of
their paper thesis. In addition to references to the required course materials, Doctoral
students are required to research and apply outside primary and secondary sources. The
essays should be at a level of sophistication, in terms of style, analysis, argumentation,
and background knowledge, of a doctoral level academic and/or professional.

Doctoral Essay Evaluation Rubric

A

B to C range

Strong Thesis Statement,
developed through paper
and answering question

Develops a valid and
innovative thesis; answers
research question in a
philosophically sophisticated
way; detailed argument
developed throughout the
paper and culminating in
reasonable and insightful
conclusions.

Lacks developed thesis
and/or fails to answer the
stated question.

Disciplinary content
knowledge demonstrated

Uses relevant citations to the
course materials and outside
primary and secondary
sources presented in such a
way as to demonstrate a
significant understanding of
them.

Includes inadequate
citations and/or lacks
significant understanding of
them.

Contextualized in discipline

Nuanced contextualization,
including theoretical,
political economic,

Does not adequately
contextualize




historical, and educational.

Theoretical development

Creates a clear, supported
and developed theoretical
framework that is valid and
insightful, and includes
detailed and sophisticated
theoretical analysis and
interpretation

Lacks appropriate
theoretical framework,
and/or theory
underdeveloped, and/or
lacks theoretical analysis
and interpretation of data

Writing Demonstrates strong, Demonstrates unacceptable
systematic, intentional professional writing skills
sentence structure, paragraph | in terms of grammar,
structure (with transitions), spelling, sentence structure,
overall organizational punctuation, overall
structure; conventional or organization, transitions,
intentional spelling, systematic citation, and/or
grammatical, and copyediting &
punctuation conventions; proofreading.
approved citation style;
copyedited and proofread.

Outline

I Introduction

I Utilitarianism

111 Rawls and the Social Contract Tradition
v The Capabilities Approach -- Sen and Nussbaum

A" Libertarianism -- Nozick

Part I

VI Communitarianims -- Walzer
VII  Analysis of Educational Policy Issues

VIII

Overviews of Justice

Presentations and Conclusion

Recommended Reading

Kymlicka, W. (1990). Contemporary political philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University

Press.

McDonough, K., & Feinberg, W. (Eds.). (2005). Citizenship and education in liberal-
democratic societies: Teaching for cosmopolitan values and collective identities
New York: Oxford University Press.

Sandel, M. J. (2009). Justice: What's the right thing to do? New York: Farrar, Straus and

Giroux.

Sandel, M. J. (1982). Liberalism and the limits of justice Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.




Rawls

Graham, P. (2007). Rawls. Oxford: One World.

Pogge, T. W. M. (1989). Realizing rawls. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.

Rawls, J. (1971). 4 theory of justice. Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press.

Rawils, J. (1993). Political liberalism. New York: Columbia University Press.

Rawls, J. (1999). The law of peoples. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

Rawls, J., & Herman, B. (2000). Lectures on the history of moral philosophy. Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press.

Sen

Nussbaum, M. C., Sen, A., & World Institute for Development Economics Research.
(1993). The quality of life. Oxford [England]

Sen, A. (1992). Inequality reexamined. New York, Cambridge, Mass.: Russell Sage
Foundation; Harvard University Press.

Sen, A. (2001). Development as freedom. Oxford ; New York: Oxford University Press.

Sen, A. (2002). Rationality and freedom. Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press.

Sen, A. (2006). Identity and violence : The illusion of destiny (1st ed.). New York: W. W.
Norton & Co.

Sen, A. (2009). The idea of justice. Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of
Harvard University Press.

Nussbaum

Nussbaum, M. (1990). Aristotelian social democracy. In B. Douglas, Gerald M. Mara,
and Henry S. Richardson (Ed.), Liberalism and the good (pp. 203-252). New
York: Routledge.

Nussbaum, M. C. (1992). Human functioning and social justice. Political Theory, 20(2),
202-246.

Nussbaum, M. (1995). Aristotle on human nature and the foundations of ethics. In E. J.
Altham, and Ross Harrison (Ed.), World, mind, and ethics: Essays on the ethical
philosophy of bernard williams. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Nussbaum, M. C. (1999). Sex & social justice. New York: Oxford University Press.

Nussbaum, M. C. (2000). Women and human development: The capabilities approach.
Cambridge ; New York: Cambridge University Press.

Nussbaum, M. C. (2004). Hiding from humanity: Disgust, shame, and the law. Princeton,
N.J.: Princeton University Press.

Nussbaum, M. C. (2006). Frontiers of justice: Disability, nationality, species
membership. Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press.

Nussbaum, M. C., Glover, J., & World Institute for Development Economics Research.
(1995). Women, culture, and development : A study of human capabilities. Oxford
New York: Clarendon Press;Oxford University Press.



Nussbaum, M. C., Sen, A., & World Institute for Development Economics Research.
(1993). The quality of life. Oxford [England] New York: Clarendon Press; Oxford
University Press.

Nussbaum, M. C., & World Institute for Development Economics Research. (1987). Non-
relative virtues: An aristotelian approach. Helsinki, Finland: The Institute.

Walzer

Orend, B. (2000). Michael walzer on war and justice. Montreal; Ithaca, N.Y.: McGill-
Queen's University Press.

Walzer, M. (1995). Toward a global civil society. Providence: Berghahn Books.

Walzer, M. (1996). Thick and thin: Moral argument at home and abroad. South Bend,
IN: Notre Dame University Press.

Walzer, M. (1997). On toleration. New Haven: Yale University Press.



