
Waukesha, Wisconsin:  
Testing the Great Lakes Water Resources Compact 

Lyman Welch, Legal Director 
Alliance for the Great Lakes 

November 6, 2015 -- Great Lakes 
Water Conference 

 

© 2015 Alliance for the Great Lakes 



Outline 

1. The Alliance for the Great Lakes 

2. Great Lakes – A Precious Resource 

3. Waukesha, WI – A Precedent Setting 
Diversion Application 

4. Each Great Lakes State has a role to play 

5. Regional Review Process 
 



Our mission at the Alliance for the Great Lakes is to 
conserve and restore the world's largest freshwater 
resource using policy, education and local efforts, 
ensuring a healthy Great Lakes and clean water for 
generations of people and wildlife. 
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This Decision 
Will Set a 

Precedent for the 
Compact 

Photo: USGS 



Key concerns about Waukesha’s application  

1. Waukesha wants to divert Great Lakes water for towns 
that don’t need it and have not requested water 

2. Diverting Great Lakes water should be a last resort 

3. Waukesha failed to demonstrate that it needs Lake 
Michigan water 

4. Waukesha has a feasible alternative to meet its water 
needs 

5. Waukesha’s plan to return water to the Great Lakes could 
damage the Root River 



What’s Next? 



Each Great Lakes Governor Gets a Say in the 
Waukesha Diversion Application Decision  



Other public 
meetings/hearings? 

Technical reviews 
within 60 days 



Questions? 
 
Lyman Welch, Legal Director 
lwelch@greatlakes.org   
(312) 445-9739     


