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Introduction

This collection consists of scripts of television and motion-picture productions in which Jamie
Farr acted. Foremost of these productions is the highly successful television comedy series
"M*A*S*H" (henceforth "MASH") (1972-83). Farr's role in the series was that of Maxwell Q.
Klinger, a gold-bricking corporal attached to a Mobile Army Surgical Hospital during the
Korean conflict. This collection contains most of the "MASH" scripts from all but the first
season. There are also all the scripts from a further series: "AfterMASH" (1983-84) and scripts
of several motion pictures, the most significant being "The Blackboard Jungle."

Biographical/Historical Sketch

Jamie Farr was born Jameel Farah in Toledo in 1934, son of Lebanese immigrant grocer Samuel
Farah and his wife Jameelia. He graduated from Woodward High School in 1952. Shortly after,
he moved to California, intending to find work as an actor Although he managed to act in small
roles in "The Blackboard Jungle" (1954), "Three Violent People" (1956), and "No Time for
Sergeants" (1956), he worked at various other kinds of jobs for many years after. He served in
the U. S. Army in Korea. But, as often befalls the actor, unemployment was frequently his lot.
Even after regular comic roles in television series in the late 1950s and 1960s on "The Red
Skelton Show," "The Danny Kaye Show," and "F Troop," by the early 1970s, Farr had become
discouraged with acting.

He was hired to play Corporal Klinger, a continuing, rather than regular, role, during the first
season of "MASH." The show achieved popular success after its second season. For the show's
third season, its producers gave Corporal Klinger a regular role, and Farr signed a contract. He
was now a star. His role was essentially that of a clown---Klinger routinely wore dresses, hoping
to get a "Section Eight" in order to return to Toledo and to Tony Packo's Cafe. His Toledo
remarks endeared him to the residents of the often maligned, economically beleaguered city. As
the seasons passed, "MASH's" writers expanded Klinger's single-joke role, but eventually
exhausted ideas for scripts. Its last season was in 1982-83. "MASH" still enjoyed popular
success, nevertheless; and its last show in 1983, captured an audience larger than any previous
television show.

Farr was in the cast of an unsuccessful sequel to "MASH," "AfterMASH," which appeared
during the 1983-84 season. In 1983, the University of Toledo conferred an honorary Ph. D.
degree upon Jamie Farr. He, his wife and their two children live in Bell Canyon, California.



Scope and Content Note

The largest series in this collection---and the one which will probably attract the attention of
most researchers---is the group of "MASH" scripts. Lacking the scripts of the production's first
season, about half of those of its second season, and about a third of those of its third and fourth
seasons, the set of "MASH" scripts is thereafter virtually complete. The series of scripts of the
one-season production "AfterMASH" appears to be complete as well. Each script carries the date
of its publication and bears the designation "final," "revised final," or "2nd revised final"
Included with each script is a shooting schedule and daily call sheets for the particular
production.

The other scripts in the collection include a proposed and presumably unsolicited "MASH"
script; feature-length motion-picture scripts---"The Blackboard Jungle" (1954), "Three Violent
People" (originally titled "The Maverick"; 1954), "No Time for Sergeants" (1956), "Who's
Minding the Mint?" (1966), "With Six You Get Eggroll" (1967, originally titled 'There's a Man
in Mommy's Bed"), "Family Plot" (1973); two made-for-television features, "The Eagle Rock
Rebels Ride Again" (1979-81), and "Murder Can Kill You" (1980); and a script for the 1982
Tournament of Roses parade.

Farr usually noted his lines by underscoring the name of his character and frequently the lines
themselves. He wrote occasional changes in his lines. Occasionally he also wrote down stage
directions. Apart from the revisions and annotations to his own lines, however, the scripts
contain no further manuscript notations. Inserted, published revisions to the scripts do occur with
regularity.

The call sheets included with each "MASH" and "AfterMASH" script and with the later motion-
picture scripts were issued daily. They list the personnel and equipment needed for each day of
production and the scenes to be filmed each day. The "MASH" and "AfterMASH" scripts also
include shooting schedules. Each schedule plans the production with a sketch of stage locations,
the scenes, dates, and cast needed for filming the different scenes.
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