Who are these groups and their mempers?

Gypsies (Romanies) and Travelers are only a
vague part of the public consciousness.
Although a long time subject category of
academic library collections, their ethnic and
culture group identities remain an enigma to
everybody, even to themselves - not to mention
those many scholars who have attempted to
study them. We invite our patrons to explore
this question for themselves. Explore these
selected Gypsies (Romanies) and Travelers
materials displayed from our Carlson Library.

“Gypsies (Romanies) and Travelers” are
introduced under the umbrella term “Gypsies”
even though there is continuing, even heated,
controversy over what to call them without
appearing to be disrespectful or ignorant.

There are problems with books and other
information sources on Gypsies. The body of
literature is large, but the Truth content there is
small and spurious. There are indeed few
reliable facts about Gypsies, and instead many
popular stereotypes are endlessly repeated.

It is a continuing challenge to scholarship that
The Gypsy is still an “unknown object of

study” and has never been clearly defined. For
this reason, enumerations of Gypsies have been
impossible. Estimates of Gypsies in North
America, for example, range from 50,000 to
over 2,000,000 -- depending on how one
defines “Gypsy”.

In general, there is a proliferation of short
articles about Gypsies and relatively few major
book-length studies. Most published writings
on the topic of “Gypsies” are not suitable for
the shelves of a research library or even a
public library. There is an overwhelming
uncritical repetition of “standard” sources on
Gypsies from the past. These reproduce error,
contain lies and fabrications (sometimes
intentional), are full of internal contradictions,
harbor negative prejudices, and are notorious
for their omissions and weak assumptions.

This display demonstrates a superficial richness
and color in books and other sources of
information about Gypsies. This richness in
part satisfies the public craving for Gypsy
Romance, if not Gypsy Knowledge. Indeed,
what often passes for “Gypsy Knowledge”
might easily be dismissed as mere “Gypsy
Romance,” which might be just grounds for
sorting out the “fiction” and “pulp” about
Gypsies. There are no reliable means or
guidelines available to university librarians for
sorting out the non-fiction from the fiction, and
the useful from the useless.

Most books in university research libraries
related to the “subject” of Gypsies are shelved
as “DX” according to the Library of Congress
classification system. The Category “D”
represents “Histories of the Peoples of the
World” — a remnant of a “Eurocentric” view of
Peoples of the world.

The Carlson collection is strong on Gypsies
(Romanies) and Travelers in Anglo-America.
Based on the taxonomy by Dr. Matt T. Salo,
President of the Gypsy Lore Society, the Gypsy
populations in the USA and Canada include:

Rom, and Roma: Gypsies of East Europe
arriving after 1880 are scattered across the
entire country. One of the larger mostly urban
groups in the USA, possibly in the 55-60,000.

Ludar: Gypsies from the Banat area arriving
after 1880 are also called “Rumanian” Gypsies.
May equal Rom; exact numbers are unknown.

Romnichels: English Gypsies arriving about
1850. These rural families are scattered, and
now assimilated; estimation of numbers
depends on criteria used.

English Travelers: Possibly formed along same
lines as Roaders (see below), but took shape
already in England. Coming to the US starting
in early 1880s, they associate with Romnichels,
but their boundaries and numbers are uncertain.

Irish Travelers: A peripatetic group ethnically
Irish but does not identify itself as "Gypsy."
Sometimes called "Irish Gypsies," they are
widely  scattered, but are somewhat
concentrated in S. Carolina, Georgia, Texas —
Dr. Salo estimates their numbers at 10,000.

Scottish Travelers: Ethnically Scottish, but
separated for centuries from mainstream
society in Scotland. Originally known as
Tinkers and Tinklers, some came to Canada
after 1850 and to the US in appreciable
numbers after 1880. Over 100 distinct clans
have been identified but the total number of
individuals is not known.







