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I THE FOLK MUSIC TRADITION 


ORAL AND WRITTEN TRADITIONS 

For wnturies, tho lifo of European poopl... • has been in continuoUll 
tl"allSition from IIJI "nwritten, agrarian folk-culture towards IIJI urban cultllJ'9 
of boob and f llCtorics. 

Gl!Ilarnlly speaking, the folk art of 0. peoplo roveo.lJl what ptnge h1l8 been 
reached .in t.hi8 trllnsition, bllt IUlOmnli.... may exist. Not ovary 08pect of Iif< 
tronsfonns itself Ilt. the Mme speed, munb 811 wntar riBes to diJI'lll'Cnt heights 
in communicating tubes, if BOrne of the tubes am corked. Difl'eren~ 88pBCts 
rlln rtlll lh'o pamllellh'cs together nntu IIW!b time Q.Il home industry is displiU'OO 
by !IUUlul'acturing industry. Every l!O often, the process III halted; in Hungary, 
foJ' example, tbo Tising 00IIt of living during tho First World War brought 
back bome weaving nnd pottery, both of which had fallen Into WsIIIIC; )lOIIt
war poverty broul!ht the bal..pipcs blwk into fll.llhlun ,l In intclJoot"a1 dGvelop
ment, too, the old OIUJ mix with the now in (J. multitude "r ways, and theapT'Clld 
of book-1<nowledgo docs not nec_arily prooJude the survival of nneifmt oral 
tmditlon. Cat&in eectiDllll of the Hungarian pelLBantry hnvu boon ablo to read 
Imd wnte for centnries. This mCllJle thmt from tho aim't'nth century onwards, 
cimnents of early written .,ullure h,wo been able to JIIlIItJtra.tc. the OTiginal 
cultUl'tl Pl'Cf'CTVOO in oral tndition. 

:\[Ill!icrilly I!)l<:aklng. hnwever. all Hungarillns (inclod! og the middle ciMil
os) were in 11 st..to of illiteracy up to tbt, end of th" nineteenth century (with 
the exception of tbe Middle Ages)': thl'y had 11(1 ~'1l11wlod,,(e of ......itten music. 
Their mUBi...l lif" still ahowed all tho cblU"ll<teriJ!tio IlXWrnal Sigilli of tradition
al oruI culture; writtell mueill W88 onl.v used in e.xceptionru in..tAnOOll. Un
OMOlIl{lao.iOO lIOlu songs-tho cllie!, in fact, the ollly mUBicnl activity-were 
pWlSed fl'om mouth to mouth, and not b)' writing or notBtion; old nnd now 
Alike were dissemilJutod (lJJtiroly by aural ",ClUIII. Even wbero written music 
was 800mi.ng.ly indispensablCt-1III jn mn.l ...voioc choir&---it only aervod to help 

• Tho Huuprlan ""'" nt,.. m><Io!rod in Germ.n .. I 01'. 1IIconAtanlly lIdopiod by I'roI'. 
Kud~1 ...h .... he ___ 01 'poo"",·Itt. natlan&l ....dl .. lu. roUr._.... unCorum....ly rJ,. Eng
U.h 'WOrd fft)lk- '* no&..u !lniullt, aud a dl&iuaUofl ... to ... luaUf'. rrn.na.L. \.or" botr.) 
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