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Szeged va rosa a kozepkort61 kezdve aZ'orszag de li reszenek meghatli roz6 
fontossligii telepUlese. Fontossagat kedvez6 foldraj zi helyzete - a ket foly6 . 
a Tisza es a Maros tal iilkozasamll va l6 elhe lyezkedese, - es az ebbol 
kovetkezo katonai , politikai es gazdasagi eJonyok mozditow\k elo . H isze n a 
kozepkorban oly meghatliroz6 s6, ame lyet az erde lyi hegyekbe n banyaszta k, 
a Maroson , vizi iiton szallitva e rkezett Szegedre es itt a kidlyi s6rak)arakban 
oszto tt;i k szet az orszag kulbnbozo he lyeire va l6 szallit asra . Mi ndez azt 
jelentette, hogy mar a XIII. szazadt61 kezdve komoly kiralyi kozpont 
kato nasliggal, tisztviselo kkeJ. A s6n kivul a vizi szaJI itas reven szamos mas 
mezogazdasagi terme k is erkezett a vlirosba. Messze fbldon hires vlisli ra ira 
sok·sok kilometer tavolsagb61 jottek keresked6k . Az ebbOl e redo jovede l
mek es az egyeb bevetelek a vli ros lakosait gazdagitoWik. Megnyilvanul ez a 
yaros kozepUleteinek nagysligaban es remek g6tikus stfl usaban is. Sajnos, 
ezeket az epulete ket csak romjaikban, megmaradt k6fa ragviiny tbrede kei
ben ismerjuk , ugyanis java reszuk meg a kozepkorban . vagy a tbrok 
h6do ltsag alatt elpusztult. 
A yaros nemcsak gazdasagi, politikai ertele mben volt jelent6s . hanem 
kulturlilis , muvel6destortene ti szempontb61 is. EI6segitette ezt a ~arosban 
korlin megteleped6 tobb sze rzctesrcnd. amelyeknek kolostorai a yaros bels6 
es kUls6 terUletei n egyarant megtaliilhat6k mar a XIV. szazadt61 kezdve . igy 
a fere nces re nd ket aga , tovabba a Domonkos-rend szinten otthonra lelt a 
varosba n. Ez egyuttal arra is utal, hogy a Yaros , amely kepes volt ennyi 
sze rzetesrend papjait , szolga l6 testverei t ellatni. va l6ba n j()m6dli volt. Az 
emlitett sze rzetesek terito , oktat() tevekenysege viszont Szegedet gazdagitot 
tao Azt mondhatjuk, hogy4- Sooo f6s lakossagaval a XV. szazadban Szcged 
az orszag egyik nagy va rosa , ame ly igazi fe nykorat a Hunyadi ak alatt elte. 
Mind Hunyadi Janos , mind fia , Matyas kiraly alatt a yaros szamos kivaltsagot 
kapott, tbbb be ke kiitesre . illetve egyeb font os allami esemeny megrendeze 
se re itt kerUlt sor. Az emlitett romo kb61 arra kovetkeztethetunk , hogy t6bb, 
szep g6tikus epUle t, palota cpUlt a varosban. A XIII. szazadban kialakitott 
kiralyi var a yaros kozpo nti reszen helyezkede tt el, es ezt a kozponti szerepe t 
az epUlet , illetve a hozza kapcso l6d6 resz, (Palank) egeszen a XIX. szazadig 
megtartotta. A varos deli reszen a XV. szazadban meg kulo n telepuleskent 
I<' tezett AI-Szeged , a yaros eszaki resze n pedig Fel-Szeged es csak a XV II I. 
szazad vegen egyesUlt e harom telepules, megteremtve a mai erte lembe n 
vett Szeged varosat. 
A yaros gazdagsaga a kozvetft6 kereskedelemb61 szarmazott . DClrol a hi
res szen!msegi borokat szallitottak a varosba , majd innen tovabb A uszt
ria, Csehorszag , illetve Lengyelorszag iranyaba. Aj6m()dii szegedi kereske 
d6 k nagy gondot forditott ak arra , hogy gyermekeiket a kor magasabb 
szinvona lan tanittassak, igy nem meglep6, hogy szegedi di ako k nagy 
szamban tanultak hires kozepkori egyetemeken. Ezek k()zul is a legtobbe n 
Becsbe n , illetve Krakk6ban, ami a yaros ke reskedelmi iranyultsagat te
kintve nem meglepo, de ezenkivUI tal li lunk diakokat Wittembergben. 
Padovaban , Bolognaban , He idelbe rgbe n , illetve egy-ket mas nyugat-e ur6
pai egyeteme n is. 
A XVI. szazad elejen a mintegy 7000 lakosii varosban szamos iparost 
talalunk, otvosoket , kovacsokat, szijgyart6kat , tim:hokat , szab6kat es 
termeszetesen haj6epit6ket is . Ennek a viragz6 fejl6desne k vet veget 
1543-ban a torok tamadas. amely a varost elfoglalj a es mikent az orszag java 
reszet , ezt a varost is 150 evig a torok tartotta megszallas alatt. 
Bar a h6doltsag alatt a yaros nem pusztul t el , brutal is ha nyatlasr61 sem 
beszeIhetUnk , de k6tsegtelen , hogy a dinamik us , egyenletes fejl6des mind 
gazdasagi, mind kulturalis ertelemben megrekedt. Ujabb epUlete k nem 
epUlte k, s6t a megle v6 kozpo ntok (a va rat kiveve) is ro mlasnak indulta k, 
ideertve a kolostorokat es templomokat is . 1686-ban Buda visszafoglal asa 
utan Szeged is sorra kenilt es 1686. okt6ber 22-e n ismet visszake rult a 
keresztenyek kezere. Megindult az iijjaepites es a varos fejl6desebe n egy iij 
korszak kezd6dott. 
1719-ben a yaros neMny evtizedes katonai uralom utan visszan yerte szabad 
kiralyi varosi jog<it es ez vegkepp beinditotta a viragz6 bekes po lgari 
fejl 6dest. Szeged a XVIII. szazad masodik fe lebe n es a XIX . elejen az orszag 
egyik legnagyobb lelekszamii mez6gazdasagi es kereskedelmi kozpontjava 
n6tte ki magat. A Tiszan megindult a g6zhaj6zas , 1858-ban mege pult a 
Tiszan atvezeto vasuti hid, amely az orszag kozpo ntjat E rdellyel osszekiit6 
vasutvonalnak biztositott szabad utat. Ezt a viragz6 , eleven varost lepte meg 
es pusztftotta el az 1879-es Nagyarviz. A ya ros mintegy 6000 hazanak java 
resze elpusztult , alig 300 maradt meg. Az ekkor iijj iie pUl6 Szeged fi zikai , 
epiteszeti e rtelemben mar nem ugyanaz a yaros , mint 1879 el6 tt. 
Az 1879 el6 tti yaros tortenete re vonatkoz6 irott forrasok mellett sajnos, 
nagyon keyes olyan ta rgyi e mle kunk maradt , amely a yaros nagysagara , 
fenykorara, epuleteine k sze psege re emlekeztet. Ezert kUlo nlegesen becse 
sek szamunkra azok a kis szamban megmaradt varoskepe k, am elyek 
Szegedet a kes6-kiizepkort61 kezdve abrazoltak es a yaros egeszet vagy 
annak reszleteit rankhagyo manyoztak. Eze k kozul id6rendben e ls6 az 
1552-ben keszult szinezett tbro k miniatiira . amely immar a tOrok kezen l<'v6 
er6dftme nyt abrazolja. Sajnos , mint hiteles forras sok informaci6 t ne m ad , 

de ketsegtele n, hogy ez a varos nevveljeizett els6 abrazolasa. Ewta n hosszii 
ideig nem maradt rank se mm Mle kep a varosr61 es csak a toro k ki tizese ne k 
id6szakaban ideerkeL6, a varos visszafoglalasiit. ille tve az ezt kiivet6 
id6szakot megorokft6 hadrne m o ki rajzok jelentik az iij , immar szep szamba n 
ra nk maradt kepi abrazohlso k iij csoportj at. Ezeket osztrak , olasz, francia 
hadmernokok keszite ttek es a varos fbld rajzi helyzeteb61 k()vetkez6en vagy 
nyugati iranyb61 tekintettek a varost, hatterbe n a foly6val , vagy forditva , 
keleti iranyb61 oly m6don , hogy a fol y6 volt a kep el6tereben es a tuloldalan 
magasodott a varos. 
Te rmeszetesen a gyonyoru v:irakhoz, hegyvideki erodokhoz szokott had
mernok6k nehez helyzetbe n voltak, hisz ezek a kiadva nyok es rajzok 
egyreszt a csaszari udvar taborno kai , masreszt a nyugat-e ur6pai erde kl6d6 
nagykozonseg szamara keszUl tek. Ezert a hadmerno kok - mar aki szeme 
Iyesen itt jart - igyekeztek , hogy a kialakult var es varosa brazolas szab:\ lyai 
szerint .. kinez6'· varoskepe t keszitsenek . 19y magyarazhat6 , hogy a szegedi 
va r r6zsepalankb61 keszitlt kUlso , gyenge kis e r6dit menyei az egyes abn\zola 
sokon vastag k6b61 kcszult falkent jele nnek meg. Nem csinaltak problemiit a 
rajzol6 k abb61 sem. hogy a falakkal kozrezart te rUlete n neMny toronnyal 
megszaporitsak az o tt lev6 epUietek, templomok szamat , tovabbii a nyugat
r61 keszUlt latkepe k ese l<~ben a ket fo ly6, a T isza es a Maros masik oldalara 
habozas ne lkUl takaros hegye kel rajzoltak , a mar e mlftett va ni brazolas 
szaba lyai szerin t. igy val6 ban gondos forr:ise lemzesre van szukseg, hogy a 
Szeged fii lirattal ellatott va rabrazol;lsok kozul kivalasszuk azo kat , amelye k 
e rtCkes info rmaci6t adna k es elkUliinsitsuk azokat , amelyek ertckes , kedves 
e mlekek, de nem hite les ab razolasok . 
Azt is el ke ll mondani , hogy a Buda fbl szabadit:is<it kovet6 nagy eur6pai 
euf6 riaban termeszetesen Szeged va rosa es vfi ranak visszafoglalasa sokkal 
kisebb helyet foglalt el mi nt a f6va ros , illetve egyeb , katonailag fontosabb 
er6dit menyek visszafoglalasa . igy az itteni abrazol:iso k szama is kevesebb , 
masreszt a keszitok is kevesbe ismertek, vagy sokszor nem is tudjuk . ki 
kcszftette ezeke t. Nehany nev azonba n rank maradt es ezek kiizul tobb olyan 
is akad, amely a szakembe rek . illetve a szelesebb kozve.lemeny el6 tt is 
isme rt. igy ismerjuk: de Beaulaincourt , Luigi Fe rdinando Marsigli , es de la 
Croix Paitis neve . 
A XVIll . szazad, a be kes epitkezes es gyarapod~s id6szaka . Ezze l egyutt 
t()bh olya n abrazolas is keszUlt , amely az isme t felviragz6 varost mutatja. 
Egyik f6 forrasunk a va ros cehei altaI keszitett es a mestersegukben elenjar6 
iparosok nak adott ce hleve l fejlece re elhe lyezett varosabrazolas, amelyekb61 
a XVIII . szazad masodik fele be n, illetve a XIX. szazad elejen tobb 
tovabbfej lesztett kep is ismert. Eze ken rendsze rint a Tisza fel61i abrizolas
sal , j61 lathat6 az eszak-deli inin yban eiterUl6 yaros, amelyre sokszor 
sz6veggel is odairtak : er6d , var , Palank , Als6-, ill. Fels6-Szeged stb. 
Nemelyi ken olvashatjuk meg vagy newel, vagy szammal jelolve az egyes 
templomok neveit is. Eze kr61 az abrazolasokr61 mar elmondhatjuk , hogy 
tiibbe-kevesbe hitelese k es olyan nevve l jelzett , vagy ne m ismert mesterek 
alkotasai, aki k hiteles rajz alapjan. vagy a helyszinen jarva keszitettek 
alkotasukat. Sajnos , jelent6s szegedi rezme tsz6 muhelyrol nem beszelhe
Wnk. A XVIII. szazad masodik fe lebe n a Pest-Buda r61 isme rt Binder Janos 
Fulop keszitett Szegedr61 latkepet , amely epp az emlftett cehlevelek reven 
maradt rank . 1777-be n kesztilt e l egy nagyszabasii , pontos telekko nyvi 
te rkep a varosr()1 es erne igen szep barokk munka als6 reszebe egy pontos 
varosabrazol6 rajz is kerult. amely fol tetelezhet61eg a terkepe t keszit6 Balla 
Antal szegedi meste r mun k:ija . 
A XVIII - XIX . szazad fo rdul6jan e lt Szegeden es dolgozott a varos 
mern6ke kent a szepirashoz, mernok i munkiihoz, rajzolashoz egyara nt e rt6 
Vedres Is tva n (1765 - 1830) , aki Szcged varos fo llenditesebe n ne mcsak 
mernoki , szakembe ri munkajaval , hanem szamos , konyv alakban is kiadott 
javaslatava l, otleteivcl segedkezett. Eze kbe n Szegednek az orszag deli 
reszeben be t()ltdtt ke resked6i es sze llemi tevekenyseget kivanta el6rnozdi
tani es ezeket a varosr61 kesziil t abrakkal, ill. konk ret atalakitasi javaslatai
na k rajzos form aival mozditotta e16 . 
Mivel a fe nykepesze t es fenykepezes csa k a X IX. szazad masodik fe leben , 
Szeged eseteben leginkabb az 1870-es eve ktol kezdve te rjedt el , cze rt azt 
mondhatjuk , hogy az egyedi festmenyek , rajzok . illetve a rezmetszet , 
fame tszet ab nizolasok egeszen a Nagyarviz idejeig meghataroz6 fornlsok a 
yaros an yagi kultiirajanak folt arasaban. igy valogattunk be egy-ket olyan 
rajzot , amely az 1850-es eve k Szegede t mutatja be . 
Az 1879-es arviz szamos ese me nye t - mint eur6pai ..szenzaci6 t" - mar 
eredeti fe nykepeken es szamos, a korabeli sajt6ban megjelent rajzzal 
orokftette k meg. Ezert azt mondhatju k, hogy a varost abrazol6 latke pe k 
meghataroz6 korszaka az arviz datumavallezarhat6, annal is in kabb , mivel 
az emlitett rajzokon, vedutakon megorokftet t Szeged java resze az arvizbe n 
elpusztul t. igy eze k meg inkabb erll~ kes forrast jelentenek varosunk miiltj a
nak fe ltarasaban. Termeszetcsen ez a valogatas csak izelft6 t es nem teljes 
kepet ad e letunt korszakr61. 

Zombori Istvan 

AIle Szegedioer Aosichleo 

Die Stadt Szeged ist seit dem Mit telalter im Suden des Landes d ne Siedl, 
von entscheidende r Wichtigkeit. Ihre Bedeutung ist du rch ihre gunst 
geographische Lage - sie liegt beim Zusammenfluss de r Flusse Theiss l 

Maros - und die daraus fo lgenden militarischen , poli tischen und wirtscha t 
che n Vorteile hefordert worden . l a der Salz, der im Mitte ialter so bede utt 
war , abgebaut in den Bergen von T ranssylvanien, kam auf der Mieresch, 
dem Wasse rweg in Szeged an und wurde hier in den kbniglichen Salzlagern 
Befiirderung in die verschiedenen Teile des Landes verteill. Das alles fuh 
dazu , dass sich die Stadt schon ab Anfang des 13-ten l ahrhunderts zu ein 
wichtigen koniglichen Zentrum mit Militar und Beamten entwickeltc . A us 
dem Salz wurde n auch ande re zahlreiche landwirtschaftliche Produkte du 
de n Vassertransport in der Stadt angekommen. Es kame n Kaufl eute aus ci 
E ntfern ung von vielen und vie len Kilometern auf ihre Messen, die well" 
be ruhmt sind. Die daraus stammenden Einkomrnen und anderen Einnahn 
machten die Bewohne r der Stadt ·reicher. Es aussert sich sowohl in der Gro 
der bffentlichen Gebande der Stadt als auch in deren prachtigem gotisch 
Stil. Schade , diese Gebande sind nur in ihren Trummern und aufgebliebe r 
Fragmenten der Steinarbeiten zu kennen. de ren grasster Teil nahmlich n< 
im Mittelalter, oder in der Zeit der Turkenherrschaft zerstbrt wurde . 
Die Stadt war nicht nur von wirtschaftlicher, polit ischer sondern auch kul tU 
ler , ku lturhistorischer Bedeutung. Dies begunstigten mehrere , fruh in 
Stadt angesiedelte Monchsorden , deren Kloster schon von dem 14-ten l a 
hundert an in gleicher Massen in der Innen - und Vorstadt yorzufinden war 
So habe n die zwei Richtunge n der Franziskaner sowie auch der Dominikane 
roden in der Stadt ein Z uhause gefunden . 
Es weist zugleich auch daraufb in , dasssich die Stadt in einem Wohlsta nd bet; 
und imstande war, die Priester und ihre Helfer von sovielen O rden zu versorg 
Durch die Lehr - und MissionsUltigkeit der erwahnten Monchen wurde 31 
Szeged bereichert . Man kann sagen , dass Szeged mit de n 4-5 Tausend Bew, 
nern im 15-ten l ahrhundert eine der grossten Stadte des Lande s war, die il 
wahre Prosperi tilt in der Zeit de r H un yadi-s erlebt hat. Sowohl in derZeit von 
nos Hunyadi als auch seine m Sohn Konig Matthias hat die Stadtzahlreiche Pr 
legi cn bekommen. hier kamen es zu mehreren Friedcnsabschl ussen bzw . al 
anderen wichtigen staat lichen Eriegn issen. A us den erwah nten Rui nen fo lg 
man darauf, dass es mehrere schO ne gotische Gebande, Palaste in der Stadt a 
gebaut worden waren. Die in dem 13-ten lahrhundert ausgebildere konigli, 
Burg befand sich in der Mitte der Stadt , und das Gebande bzw. dersich dazu 
knupfende Tei l (Palank) erhielten bis zum 19-ten l ahrhundert diese zentr 
Rolle . Es existierten Unter-Szeged im sudlichen , O ber-Szeged im nordl icl 
Teil der Stadt im 15-ten lahrhundert noch alsselbststandige Siedlungen . undt 
E nde des 18-ten lahrhunderts, begrundend das heutige Szeged, vereinigten s 
diese drei Siedlu ngen . 
Der Reichtum der Stadt stamm te aus dem Z wischenhandel. Vom SUc 
wurden die beriih mtesten Weine vo n Syrrn ien in die Stadt transportie rt L 

vo n hier in Richtung Oste rreich , T schehoslowake i, Polen we itergelief( 
D ie wohlhabenden Szegediner Kaufl eute hahen ei nen riesen Acht dar 
gegebe n , dass sie ihre Kinder a uf eine m ho he re n Niveau der Zeit a usgebi l 
lasse n werden, so ist er uberhaupt nicht ube rasche nd , dass Szegedi 
Studenten in hohe r Zahl an be ruhmte n ausIandische n U nive rsitaten stud 
habe n. Auch die meisten von ihnen haben in Wien. bzw. Krakkow, was 
Ha ndelsorientie rung dcr Stadt betrifft , nicht auffallend is!. ~ber IT 

studie rt aul3erde m noch in Wittenberg , Padova , Bologna, Heidelbe rg b; 
auch an einigen andere n westeu ropaische n U niversi tate n. 
Anfang des IS-ten lahrhunde rts finden wir in der Stadt mit 7000 Ei nwohn 
zahlreiche Handwerker Gold - und Sil berschmiede, Schmiede, Riem 
sattler , Gerber, Schneider und selbstverstandlich auch Schiffba uer. I 
turkische Angri ff endet im l ahre 1543 mit diese r Blutezeit. D ie Stadt L 

genauso der grosste T eil des Landes werde n von ihne n besetzt und al 
diese Stadt 150 Jahre lang unterdruckt. 
Zwar wurde die Stadt wahrend der Turkenherrschaft nicht volligzerstort , e ~ 

aber (0) zweifellos , dass sowohl die wi rtschaftliche als auch die kultun 
Entwicklung steckenblieb. Keine neuen Gebiiude wurde n gebaut , die vorb 
denen Zentren (aussc r der Burg) began ne n soga r zu verfa llen, einschliessl 
d ie Kloster und die Kirchen . 1686 . nach der Zli ruckeroberung Budas K 
auch Szeged an die Reihe, und am 22-sten O ktober 1686 kam die Stadt wie, 
den Christen zu. De r Wiede raufbau begann, und in der En twicklung der St 
fi ng eine neue Epoche an. 1719, nach einer Militarherrschaft, die ein 
l ahrzehnte lang dauerte , bc kam die Stadt das Recht der kiiniglichen Freist 
wruck. Dadurch begann endgul tig die blUhende burgerliche Entwicklu 
Szeged wurde in der zweiten Halfte des 18-ten und Anfang des 19
Jahrhunderts zu eine m Landwirtschafts - und Handelszentrum. des: 
Ei nwohnerzahl am grossten war. Auf de r Theiss begann der Dampfe rverke 
1858 wurde uber der Theiss die EisenbahnbrUcke erbaut , die der Eisenbah 
nie zwischen Tra nssylwanie n und dem Zentrum des La ndes offe nen Weg li( 
Diese blUhende lind lebendige Stadt wurde 1879 von J er grossen Oberschwt 
mung Uberrascht und vernichtet. Der grosste Teil der fast 6000 Wohnhau 
de r Stadt ging zugrunde, kaum 300 Hauser sind erhal tengeblieben. Z u die 
Zeit wurde Szeged wiedera ufgebaut , abe r die Stadt ist im ph ysischen , arch it 
tunischen Sinne nicht mehr dieselbe Stadt , wie vor 1879. Neben den schril 
chen Q uellen, die sich auf die Geschichte der Stadt vor 1879 beziehen, bliel 
leide r sehr wenige sachliche Andenken erhal ten, die cinen an die Ausdehnu 
BlU tezcit der Stadt und an die Schonheit ihrer Gebaude erin nc rt. 

Deshalb sind uns jene Bil der uber die Stadt besonders viel wert (deren Zah
 
abe r leider sehr klein) , die Szeged von dem Spatm ittelalter an da rstel 

und uns die ganze Stadt oder einen Teil davon hinterliessen. 
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Old Szeged Landscapes 

Szeged has been a dominant settlement in the southern region of Hungary 
since the Middle Ages. Its importance derived from its geographical location 
- the Maros and Tisza rivers provided favourable conditions for military, 
economic and political prosperity. Since salt was essential, and was mined in 
the mountains of Transylvania . it was transported on water on the Maros 
river. In Hungary , salt was distributed and transported to distant lads from 
Szeged. In the thirteenth century, the. city became an important military and 
political centre with millitary forces and royal officials. Due to water 
transportation other agricultural goods were exchanged in the local markets. 
The local fair hecame well-known and merchants arrived to the city from 
distant places . Trade and other incomes made the citizens rich. It ' is visible in 
the grandiose and magnificent Gothic architect of the public buildings . 
Unfortunately, only ruins and some fragments of stone curved works 
remained since most of these remnants had been destroyed in the Middle 
Ages or under th" Turkish conquest. 
The city had economic and political importance but its cultural influence was 
also very significan t. It is due to several monastic orders which settled down 
in the city during the fo urteenth century. The ir monasteries were built in the 
in ner and outer districts of the sett lement. Two branches of Franciscans and 
a Dominican order found accommodation here. The supply of so many 
priests and missionaries with food reveals the richness of the citizens of 
Szeged. The cultural and evangelizing activity of the above mentioned 
priests enriched Szeged. We can proudly state that Szeged with its 4-5000 
inhabitants was one of the biggest cities in Hungary in the course of the 
fifteenth century . The city flo urished and lived its most prosperous period in 
the age of the Hunyadi family. During the reign of both Ja nos Hunyadi and 
his son Maty~s the town gained plenty of privileges , the town was the scene 
of several conclusions of peace and of other important state events. From the 
above-mentioned ruins the cone lusion can be drawn that several nice Gothic 
buildings were built in the town. The royal castle, set up in the 13th century , 
was situated in the centre of the town; the building and the connected parts 
(Pahink) kept being central till the 19th century. Lower-Szeged , on the soutb 
of the town and Upper-Szeged. on the north of it, existed as separate 
habitations in the 15th century. These three parts were joined only at the end 
of the 18th century , creating the town of Szeged of these days . 
The wealth of the city originated in commissional business. From South the 
fa mous wines of Szeremseg were transported to the city and from here 
towards Austria . Bohemia and Poland. The wealthy merchants living in 
Szeged brought great care to bear upon giving their children an education on 
higher levels of the age , thus it is not surprising that lots of students of Szeged 
studied in Vienna or Cracow that is not astonishing considering the 
commercial directions of the town though besides students could be found in 
Wittenberg, Padova , Bologna , Heidelberg and at one or two universit ies in 
Western Europe. too. 
At the beginning of the 16th century in the town, where there were about 
7000 inhabitants, several craftsmen could be found: goldsmiths, smithers, 
saddlers, tanners and of course shipbuilders . The flourishing development 
was stopped by a Turkish attack in 1543, which occupied the town and as 
most of the country also this town had been under Turkish occupation for 150 
years . 
Although the town had not been completely destroyed under the Turkish 
rule , and one cannot consider these years the era of decline, it is undoubted 
that the dinamic economic and cultural progress began to decline . No new 
buildings were built and even the state of the centres mcluding the cloisters 
and churches (except the fo rt ress) became worse and worse. Reoccupying 
Buda in 1686 also Szeged was given back to the Christians on 22nd October, 
1686. With the rebuild a new era began in the history of the town. 
Aft er a couple of years' military rule the town regained its right as a city of 
royal privileges and this indicated the progress. In the second half of the 18th 
century and at the beginnig of the 19th century Szeged became one of the 
agricultural and trade centres having the greatest number of population. 
Steam navigation started on the river Tisza , in 1858 the railway bridge was 
bult, and this bridge provided a railway line from the centre of the country to 
Transylvania. There came the sudde n Great Flood in 1879 and ruined this 
prosperous, vivid town. Most of the town's 6000 houses were destroyed, only 
300 of them remained. Szeged being rebuilt at that time is totally different 
from the town it was before 1879 as far as its physical state and architecture is 
concerned. 
Beside the written records referring to the history of the town before 1879 we 
have very few material remains th,!t remind us of the golden age of the town 
and the beauty of its architecture. 

That is why we extremely value the small number oi pictures and drawings 
bequeathed to us. These details depicted Szeged from the late Middle 
Ages. Chronologically the first one is a Turkish miniature made in 1552 that 
shows the fortress already under Turkish rule. It's a pity, that as an authentic 
source it does not give too much information, but it's undoubtfully the first 
representation of the town marked with a name. After that no drawing of the 
town was left to us, only the ones of the officers of the engineer corps 
appearing in the time of the chasing out of the Turks: and also the period 
following that , indicate the new group of delineations in many numbers. 
These were drawn by Austrian, italian, and French officers, viewing the 
town according to its geographic situation either from the West, with the 
river in the background , or the other way round, from the East, with the river 
in the fore - ground , and on the other side the town prominent. 
Of course , the officers being used to beautiful castles and fortresses among 
the mountains were in a light corner , for these drawings were made on the 
one hand for the generals of the imperial court , and on the other hand for the 
interested public of Western - Europe. So the officers - those who visited 
the place themselves - did their best to represent the town according to the 
rules of the castle - and town delineation. So is it to explain , that the weak , 
outer fortification made of twigfence in the Szeged castle appear on certain 
drawings as a wall made of thick stones. The drawers didn't have problems 
with multiplying the number of the buildings and churches on the space 
within the walls with some towers, and in case of pictures drawn from the 
West, drawing tiny mountains on the other side of the two rivers, Maros and 
Tisza , according to the above mentioned rules of town delineation. That 
means. that we really need a careful source-analyses to choose those ones 
from the delineation with the inscription "Szeged", that give valuable 
information. and select those , that are nice relics , but not authentic 
delineation. 
We must admit that in the great euphory following the reoccupation ofBuda, 
Szeged and its fortress. of course, had less importance than the capital and 
the reoccupation of the military more significant fortresses. 
That is why the number of the pictures and drawings reduced, the names of 
the artists are less known and in some cases unknown. Apart from this we 
have some names that are popular with the experts and the public, such as 
Beaulincourt, Luigi Ferdinando Marsigli, and de la Croix Paitis. 
The 18th century was the period of prosperity, there are several pieces of art 
depicting this peaceful period. One of our main sources are the pictures and 
drawings of the town placed to the heading of the charter of incorporation 
given to the best craftsmen by the guilds of the town. From the second half of 
the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century several further 
developed. pictures can be found and in these pictures one can read the name 
of churches, and the objects are named: fort, fortress, Pahink, Lower- and 
Upper-Szeged, etc. 
These works can be considered to be original having been done by famous or 
less known masters, who had made their work after a genuine drawing or by 
visiting the original scene. Unfortunately we cannot mention any significant 
dry-point workshops. In the second half of the 18th century Janos Fill(jp 
Binder (from Pest-Buda) made a landscape about Szeged that remained in 
the charters mentioned above. In 1 n7 a reliable cadastral plan of the town 
was made , and into the bottom of this beautiful Baroque work a Szeged 
picture was placed that can presumably be considered to have been made by 
Antal Balla, a master from Szeged , 
At the turn of the 18th and 19th century it was Istvan Vedres (1765-1830) living 
in Szeged and working as the engineer of the town who, being equally skilful at 
engineering, calligraphy and drawing, helped the town flourish with not only his 
engineering work. but a number of suggestions, published in books. In these 
books he wished to increase the commercial and intellectual influence of Szeged 
in the southern part of the country, which he encouraged with diagrams about 
the town and drawings representing bis ideas on changing it. 
As photography and taking photos spread only in the second half of the 19th 
century, in case of Szeged it was about the 1870ies, we can say that till the 
Great Flood, paintings, drawings, dry-point and wood-point prints were 
determinant sources in exploiting the appearance of the town. So we have 
chosen one or two drawings that show Szeged in the 1850ies and 186Oies. 
Several scenes of the 1879 flood - as a European 'sensation' - can be seen 
in contemporary photos and several drawings published in the newspaper at 
that time. This is only we can say that the age of landscapes about the town 
was over by the year of the flood; it's especially true as the greatest part of 
Szeged as it was portrayed in these drawings was washed away in the flood. 
So these drawings are really valuable sources in exploiting the past of the 
town. Of course , this selection is just a sample and cannot give an overall 
picture of this vanished period. 
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