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Preface 


P"prika IS a leadmg veget.hle crop in Hungary Its production and consumplion ra nk 
it wilh the IOmQlo . It is" ravQu rite throughout the year and is used in " variety or 
ways rresh. cooked. ""nned. pickled, pureed , o r ground . 

Paprika growing has" several hundrcd-year-oJd tradition in Hungary. In the 
present century. H ungarian experts have made pa rtIcular effons to improve produL'
Lion melhods. Scientirtc and technical publications on paprika arc rather conSlderahle 
in number. 

In a ll likelihood this contributed to the ract Ihat the Hungarian name " paprika" 
has entc.red the vocabuliuy or ma ny nalions. 

Together with the increasing imporlance or vegetable consumption the wo rld ove r. 
paprika. too, has attracted more allcntion due to its mult ifari ous use a nd great nUlri · 
tional value. The excepti onally high vi ta min C content or paprika is well known 
indeed. in this regard it ranks firsl among vegeta bk crops and has o nl y rew rivals 
among fruit species. 

These ractors contributed to an interest in an English translation of my work, which 
was first published in Hungari"n in the M onograph Series of the Hungarian Academy 
or Sciences. Section of Agricultural Sciences, in 1966, rC\'i,ed and enlarged in 1981. 
Understandahly, the Hungarian editions. together with numerous recent puhliea
tions: on ne"" research and practica l experi ence, were largel) inaccessible to experts 
elsewhere due to the langu"ge problem . 

In the present edition, emphasis is placed on Ihe investigation and production 
devclopment ",·ork carried out by the author a nd his associates at the Institute for 
Vegelable Growing of the Uni.versity or Horticulture. Budapest. and on the resuhs o r 
other H ungarian institules engaged in studying paprik a. Pa rticula r attention ha s been 
paid to the roleorthe moS! impo rlant ecological raclors in paprika growing. i.e .. light. 
beat , watcr and nutrients. 

Thc description o f cultivars rocuses o n the mai n characteristics of Hun ga ria n-bred 
va rieties. Due to the successrul work o f ou r breeders. exclusively Hunga ria n \'ari~lics 
have been grown in recent decades. 

A special chapter has been devoted to paprik a diseases and pests and their control. 
Paprika growing in Hungary includes the cultivation or the crop both as it vegetable 

and .... a condiment plant. The rormer. discussed under the name "vegetable pa prika" 
(often rererred to as "green pepper"). mean s paprika used ro r raw consumpti on. in 
maki ng dishes. and ror processing into canned and pickled rorms. Then there is " ·hat 
i.called "spice paprika" (red pepper). the productio n or va rieties sui table ro r making 
paprik a powder and other seasonings or the biologically mature rruit, 
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