PREFACE.

-

Tag advent of Kossuth in the United States, and
the intense interest universally fel€ in the cause which
ne represents, create a demand for an American biog-
raphy of the distinguished man, and a condensed his-
tory of the struggle that summoned him to the council-
chamber of State, and to the field of battle. Notices
of both have appeared, and excellent books on Hun-
gary are accessible to all. But many current sketches
of the Magyar. Chief, and the scenes through which
he passed, are incorrect. Besides, the people have
neither time nor inclination to study the annals of any
nation, in detached fragments, or elaborate detail ;
a comprehensive view of great events and men, is the
more popular and useful narrative. The volume now
offered to the reader is designed to meet this want.
Not only were a number of foreign works consulted,
among which the interesting Memoirs of Count
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Pulszky and his Lady, and the Annals of Klapka, may
be particularly mentioned ; but other important facts
were furnished by the Count, and by permission the
volume is dedicated to him, though it was not possible
to submit the pages to his eye for correction. '

-~

)UCTION.
The brief Introduction by Mr. Greeley is a spirited :

glance at the mission of gifted leaders in revolutionary
times. A large part of the Appendix was compiled.
from sources approved by the noble Hungarian to
whom allusion has been made.
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singular and brave people, whose pantings after free-
dom have an impersonation in ToUIs Kossurs, with
the hope that while it is not devoid of interest, it may
elevate the aims of youth, and teach again the les
that goodness alone can confer immortality— that
moral excellence embalms the memory of even hum-
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—wherein almost every day was marked by some memorable event and.
hundreds developed qualities which would have honored any nation—
the name of Kossvra towered throughout peerless and alone. To
far more than to that Carnot of whom it was originally affirmed, be-
longs the credit of having * organized victory.” Against a dynasty
whom they had been trained for three centuries to honor and obey—
against the whole power of one of the greatest military empires of our’
age—against a most sanguinary and formidable insurrection into which
the perfidious arts of Austria drew nearly half the population of Hun-
gary itself—Kossuth had “ew resources to oppose but those found in
the justice of his cause and “e thrilling might of his eloquence. With
these he created armies, mu .ions, money, credit and supplies, by
virtue of which the Ausirian )-gions were hurled from the heart of
Hungary back across the frontier to the vicinity of their own capital,
tracking their flight by the lavish effusion of their blood. Never was
a revolutionary government more promptly or more formidably sub-
Jjected to the stern ordeal of the sword, and never was one more com-
pletely successful.  Unlike nearly ever other nation revolting against
Usurpation, Perfidy and Despotism, Hungary, when she first formally
declared her independence, had already proved her ability to main-
tain it. She had proved her self-sufficiency a fact before she asserted
itasaright. And the subsequent interposition of the Russian Auto-
erat, at the solicitation of the Austrian Court, to erush beneath his
colossal weight the liberties of Hungary, so far from disproving the
independence of the latter, iz a striking confirmation of its intrinsie
justice and verity. When an Empire so formidable as the Austrian
confesses, by soliciting foreign aid, that it is unable to govern a neigh=
boring State, it plainly admits that its right to do so, if it ever had any,
has ceased to exist.

The life of Louis Kossuth, truly portrayed, has for us many impres-
give lessons; among them that of “ the nses of Adversity.” Whent
patriotic young advocate and editor was suddenly snatched from his:
friends and his labors, and hurried to the dungeons of Buda, the cap-
tive and victim of a gigantic, irresistible despotism, he may well have
regarded that arrest as the termination of Lis efforts for his country, the
death-blow to his hopes of her emancipation. Yet a few years sufficed
to develop the truth that the stern ordeal of the malefactor’s dungeon,
without limitation of sentence or rational hope of deliverance, was an
essential preparation for the memorable part which he was destined In
the order of Providence to play in the not distant drama of Hungary's
liberation. But for that ordeal, he might have been a leadine Liberal

called by the nation’s un-
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accord to Kossuth a welcomie as hearty and as imposing as that paj
quarter of a century earlier, to the great and good La Fayette 1 He
could they hesitate to hang upon his eloquent words and catch
tion for new strugeles for freedom and humanity from the light
Kindling eye, the sound of his trumpet voice 1 avemen ] s ]

Yes, Kossuta has visited our shores—even as I write, his pr e g ns the hopes
hallows and ennobles this chief city of the western world, He js
though unconsciously, to rebuke the degeneracy and factionsness, 2418 € o off the breast o
onr partisan squabbles, the hollowness of our boasted love of Iii ; ight i d redeemed and disenthralled. Who
if we turn a deaf ear to the ery of the oppressed in either hem : .
the sordidness of our common life and the meanness of its aims.
is here to arouse us to a conscionsness of the majesty of our n
position and the responsibilities it involves; to show us that we can
safely sleep while despots are forging chains for the et unfe

! for
o of God, the upheaval
tined to temporary miscar-

nations, as well as to bind more securely their present vietims ; th ) = v has stood ‘h‘m fx:lot::
even it’wehavenoregardfbrothem‘ﬁghts.womuatmmem el e ta '“wd. of
tude of resistance to the expanding dominion of the Autocrat if an i of deepest N e
to secure our own. That “God hath made of one blood all the natic : Srelat bope, -y in his
that dwell on the face of the earth,”—that we should “do to others| R e o die in & palace “’dmlace in
we would have them do to us,”—that we have no right to repel - g tears or exccrations, but bis p

tude as t the fute of tyranny’s victims, by the callons question,
Imy brother's keeper 1'—that the free nations of earth cannot .
even were they base enough to wish, to leave each other to be a € S peha | a can .
in succession by the banded might of despotism, and so overwhelme ety { humanity. O, rather, let me close with g
and crushed—these are solemn truths which Governor Kos ) ] i of Freedom, and, after him, say
among us to proclaim and enforce with the earnestness of & m ' R
conviction and an exiled patriot’s zeal. J
God grant that he may leave our soil nerved and armed for the gre
work before him—strengthened not by words of cheer only, :
substantial and bounteous aid. The American people are spend
least one hundred millions of dollars annually for the gratifica
vicious appetites and as much more in the indalgenco of sum

lions would be but one dollar to each adult freo persgon in the Un
is that too much to expect for such a canse?  All Europe south of th ) e
Niemen is to-day a smothered voleano—only a signal is needed L o mever -
insure its bursting into & magnificent eruption. . This explosion ¢ :
be delayed beyond the middle of 1852: the practical question fi Wi i spends
day is, Bhall the republicans of Europe be armed, ~rganized, prepar & saint and prophet
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“Land of the Magyars! though it be
The tyrant may relink his chain,
thine the victory,
= As the just Foture measnres gain,

“Thou hast succeeded ; thou hast won
The deathly travail's amplest worth ;
A nation’s duty thou hast done,
Giving a hero to our earth.

“And he, let come what will of woe,
Has saved the land he strove to save;
No Cossack hordes, no traitor's blow,
Can quench the voice shall haunt his grave

“'T Rossulk am ; O Future, thow
That clear’st ﬁejudandﬂou’umrﬂe,
O’crﬂumandustt’nrmm,
Remembering what I was erewhile,

“X was the chosen trump wherethrongh
Our God sent forth awakening breath ;
Came chains? Came death? The strain He blew
Sounds on, outliving chains and death,’”

Nzw Yorxk. February, 1852, .
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