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Introduction 

I 

TH~ mod,,", period ofIIung:u-ian Ii ternture hrgim at Ihe 
turn of the I!)Ill cen tury, The previotli cen l-ury had he!!" 
onc of ,rdgnalio", relioved only by sporadic and isolated 
:I1[rmp" 10 ]Jreak through th~ apathy .fi LlIugly elCpn:'S"d 
in tht" stal e-ment 'extra Hungariam non est vitil~ Sf &51 
\;til, non est ita'. Hung;try was a country ,rit..houl a crnrre. 
The diel mel il l POZS(lny (Brali.dava) .m it1l W J:nenJ 

(wntier and within o,~ reach of dIe long :m n of Vi<nna, 
TIle largest market ,V-d$ at Pest, a SllIaU, prednmin;m tiy 
G=n-spcalUng rO\m which bad recen rlr gailled a 
potencial cwtural centr~ in. the fi>rnlCT uDin~.rsi ry of 
X:u:yszornbaJ (Tma", ), refounded there in I ]8 ... The 
Hungarian lano;uage was , 'err restricted UI u' e. Latin was 
Ihe official medium, and German was spoken in til.,... 
eirel.,. which could a/lorn to mke an inter""t in li terature . 
\\'hich meant thn.t any n~'w idca.I.i. \\'('T<: transmirterl in thes~ 
languag"". while H llIIgada o was ulmon locapable of 
canying them. Pubfuhers were few an d scattered ; til")' 
wr.'e i.l.1timid"ted by a far- rcacrung eensor.thip. ever on the 
willth far anti-Viennese or f C'vaJutionJf)' Lt'ndew:ics... Even 
if 1l1t'S~ difficulties were surmoun ted and a book puLlished, 
th~r.. was 3 dearth of readers an d virtualIy no oitichm to 
~(imuI3Ir or rrpro\~e . 

In thes~ unfavourable circumsta nces li~rary activity 
W;(J lli!1:t<fl:rril.y restricted, dnd ncw ideas penetrattd the 
'''"mtry exceedingly slowly, French enlightenment ,md 
G!:I'lllan classicism fi lU nci a fe w champions like Gyorgy 


