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iN TRODUCTI ON 

\ior )eikai was the greatest novelist of the romantic tradition in 
H.un~rl ry: even now, more than sixty year" after his death, he is 
one of tbe country's most widely read ""uthors. His fame and 

pulnrily transcend the boundaries of language: no other Hun­
(rjlrian writer's works ha\'e been as widely and as frequently 
~ranslattd into as many languages as J6kai's. On one occasion, 
lola, the greatest of all naturalist writers, whose approach to 
the novcl W35 diametr ically different, called J6kai 'the Homer 
of lbe nineteenth century' even though he had read only a rew 
of J6kars. works, and in very inferior translations. 

Various crilics have at times attacked J6kai for his lack of 
realism . But his readers were never deterred. The critics have 
been forgotten; J6kai was read and is still being read: his novels 
;l I'C fi1m(d again and again, and many of his heroes still live in 
[hI:: pOpllUU imagination as unsurpassed examples of noble and 
i.noble conduct . 
• Durlllg the eight decades of his life (1825-1904) he witnessed 
and severnl times actively participated in the historical process 
by whichn backward, long-oppressed Hungary finally embarked 
on the road to becomi.ng a bourgeois society, trying to cover 
two hundred yeilrs of evolution in one generation. He was 
twenty-th-ree years old and just reaching his first literary success 
when the Hungarian revolution flared up in 1848 under Kos­
suth's leader~h ip . Then came the War of Jndependence, which 
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