
fungarian oriSin.:d; 

~'YEMBER 

blished 1873) 

n the Hung..1Iian by 

KENNAR D 

hils been re\:ised by 

:ETH WE~r-

Jcsjgn by 

, BOZ(>KY 

d edilioll 

Budapest. 1963 


;3 13 6509 J
-Hungary, 1975 


l & H o use, Budapest 

,-h- 7577 

CONTENTS 

7
INTRODUCTION 

PART O NE­

THE 51' BARBARA 

J3(,hGrlCr I The I ron Gale 
II T he St '8aroord and her Passengers 16 


III n ", White Cat 25 


IV A D~n!lOTou S Leap with a Mammoth 29 


V A Thorough Search 37 

43
VI N"""dy's Island 


vn Almira and Narcissa 
 51 

VUI Voices in the Night 61 


IX The Story of the Islanders 69 

79
X Ali Tshorbadshi 


Xl Tile Living Statue 83 


XII j\ River Burial 85 

XII I A n E,cellent Joke 
 89 


XlV The Fate of the St Barbara 
 93 


PART TWO 

TlMEA 

Clla ptc:r I The Guardian 101 


II Good Advice 
 III 


HI The Red Crescent 116 


JV 'n,. Gold Mine 
 121 


V /\. Girl's Heart 137 

VI Another Jes t 
 149 


"fT The Wedd ing. Gown 	 154 

165
VIII Time" 



PART T HR EE 

NOBODY'S ISLAND 

Chap ter I The \Vedding. of the Marble Statue 181 
II The Guardian Devil 186 

III Spring Meadows 196 
IV A Spider am ongs t the Roses 209 
V Out of the Wo rld 221 

VI The Tropic of Capricorn 225 
VII H ome . S'n'Cet Home 239 

VIIl The Fami ly Jewel 243 

PART FOUR 

NOE~n 

Chapter I A New Gues t 255 
II The Wood-Carver 269 

m Nocmj 273 
IV :"Ielancholy 286 
V Tereza 299 

PART F JVE 

ATHALIE 

Chapter I The Bro ken Sword 311 
Il The First Loss 325 

III The Ice 331 
IV The Phantom 342 
V Wha t Has the Moon to Tell? 358 

VI Who Was Coming? 362 
VII The Corpse 366 

VIU Dodi's Letter 368 
IX " Yo u Stupid C reature! " 372 
X Athalie 379 

XI The Last Slab 390 
XII The Penitent in "Maria-Nos[ra" 394 

XIII Nobody 395 

INTRODUCTION 

Thc malll dinerencc belween fa~h ionable success and rea l popuJa rity 
lie~ in the fact that the lattcr has stood the lest of time. a nd has been 
sanctioned by the \erdict o f successive generations. It docs not. of 
course. follow that an a uthor wht) is fashionab le in his own time 
mu~r necessar il y forfei t his claim to ],lsting popularity o r even im­
mortali ty. \Jan)' a book now li sted as a classic was a best-se ller when 
it first appeared. Critics. however. seem to mistrust we ll -founded 
popularity and ten1pvrary success alike. 

This has certain!) been so in the case of the Hungari,1n novelist 
\-for ( \ -taurus) J6 kai . a uthor o f the. present no ....'Cl. Born in 1825. and 
havin g. compleled his primary and secondary educatjon sooner lhan 
was t!suaJ , J6kai tuok the path traditionally taken by the sons of the 
gentry: he studied law. But in the favourable intellectual climate 
of the decades pJ'ecedins the revolution of 1848. it " 'as prac tically 
impossible for a youo~ man o f J6kai's artistic temperament and 
literary aspirat ions to remain in this profession . He bec,",me known 
10 the public wheD his first short story was published in 1845, 
and with the success of h is first novel in the foll owing year he be­
came established as a major novelist. A yea r later he was made 
editor of one of the most important litera ry mas-aLines. the mouth­
piece of a group of progressive-minded young wri ters and intellec­
tuals. with the pl>et Pet6fi as the mos t prominent figure of the 
group. 

J(lkai W<l S , ·cry ,",ctive during the feverish days of the revolut ion. 
and he never bctrayed lhe cause. although. during and after the 
War of Independence. he shifted from the radical stu ndpoint to a 
more moderate politica l posi tion. As a chronicle r of this eventful 
period which was so imponant historically. he treated his thcme In 
an idyllic, rather tlMn a trag ic manner. and by doing so he made 
his readers forge t what had becn painful a nd made lhem remember 
only what had bcen glor il)Us. He in no way gavc a sober. c ritici.ll 
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