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INTRODUCTION 

Thc malll dinerencc belween fa~h ionable success and rea l popuJa rity 
lie~ in the fact that the lattcr has stood the lest of time. a nd has been 
sanctioned by the \erdict o f successive generations. It docs not. of 
course. follow that an a uthor wht) is fashionab le in his own time 
mu~r necessar il y forfei t his claim to ],lsting popularity o r even im
mortali ty. \Jan)' a book now li sted as a classic was a best-se ller when 
it first appeared. Critics. however. seem to mistrust we ll -founded 
popularity and ten1pvrary success alike. 

This has certain!) been so in the case of the Hungari,1n novelist 
\-for ( \ -taurus) J6 kai . a uthor o f the. present no ....'Cl. Born in 1825. and 
havin g. compleled his primary and secondary educatjon sooner lhan 
was t!suaJ , J6kai tuok the path traditionally taken by the sons of the 
gentry: he studied law. But in the favourable intellectual climate 
of the decades pJ'ecedins the revolution of 1848. it " 'as prac tically 
impossible for a youo~ man o f J6kai's artistic temperament and 
literary aspirat ions to remain in this profession . He bec,",me known 
10 the public wheD his first short story was published in 1845, 
and with the success of h is first novel in the foll owing year he be
came established as a major novelist. A yea r later he was made 
editor of one of the most important litera ry mas-aLines. the mouth
piece of a group of progressive-minded young wri ters and intellec
tuals. with the pl>et Pet6fi as the mos t prominent figure of the 
group. 

J(lkai W<l S , ·cry ,",ctive during the feverish days of the revolut ion. 
and he never bctrayed lhe cause. although. during and after the 
War of Independence. he shifted from the radical stu ndpoint to a 
more moderate politica l posi tion. As a chronicle r of this eventful 
period which was so imponant historically. he treated his thcme In 
an idyllic, rather tlMn a trag ic manner. and by doing so he made 
his readers forge t what had becn painful a nd made lhem remember 
only what had bcen glor il)Us. He in no way gavc a sober. c ritici.ll 
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