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Editor'5 Note 

Tht editor of this book ruurrempted to compikm anthol­
ogy tlue ",;1\ hopefully proyide 50me idea of the HungJrWl 
c:xpcriencc of the past forty year,. The volume IS therefore 
'" mucb :m anthology of rcceDI HlmgariAn history and 
society'" It is of rhe modem Hungarian shorr 'tory. This 
is why autobIOgraphical writings as well as what Hunga­
rians traditionally call "sociography" or reportage written 
wiili literary means, and mosrly by writers of netion, 
.ppc:or <ide by side with tr:lditional short stories. Ulore or 
kss in the unll: Oltio om would frnd in a HUllgarUrn 
lite"'ry maguinc. In Hungary. sueb sociogr. phical writing 
is genemlly classed with the btllu-kttm. 

In sholT, d,e selection rhat follows h2! cl""rly been 
in!luenccd by historical coruidc~tions. and though the 
vailings follow each oilier in. mote or less clrronologic, l 
order- or at least. whh an eye tOYlorar ds successive historical 
Imdm.ulu- the barriet'! remain indistinct. 

Since the .im .boye all was to introduce H ungar)' 
through h.:r litccarw:e. when faced wiili • choice btrween 
rwo equally gooo pieces of wtiting. we alwo}'S chose the 
one that contained more insight into the .1bove-rcfcrred-to 
aperientc. In oilier words, wi,hout detriment to literary 
value. we Juve tried to sdect piece! that arc interesting in 
the everyday sense of [be word-someth.ing tlut will 
hopUWly be pardolled even ifthis was dOlle to rh.exclusion 
of sev~nl nl:Jjor writers. 



W e cannot cWm too t thi! volume ttmtains a represent. tive TIME PAST 
anthology of HtlIlgarim lIterature, nor would it fit within 
the conlin .. of this snuII booK. On the otber hond, it rep­
rescots modem-d>.y Hungary, and especially how this 
countty sees its recent past . nd immem:.te ptt:sent. We have 
accordingly sd<aed more recent writings wherever we 
could, 2nd with the same aim in mind, -we have given the 
younger gc:neration. too, :1 cmncc to speak up. 

We hope that this anthology wiD prove that writers are 
the best chroniclers of their age, ""en better than the his­
!oriaus or sociologists. mcl that the faces, storiC'S. m..d events 
Dur.ted herein w.ill provide a w thful picture of HIlligary 
ill the Eighties. 

17rt Editor 
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" 17rrHl pmmt .u riPftt prISt 
.~ both pn!"'JD 1""'"" ill fl,,"foJ­
AM UIM !UIWft Wl/#mLtI in II"" Pall," 
T.S. ELIOT 

(Four Quartets. Dunu Norton. I.) 
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