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Old Hungarial1 Literature 

In mOst nations of E urope. modern literature developed under the influence of the 
R,en:liss:mee. In Eastern Europe. however. a com bination of ad verse circumstances. 
,he Mongol and Turkish invasions. the slow g rowth of urban communi ties. and 
ptnlongecl sll1'Viv..! o f fClldafurn prevmted the emergence of national literatures 
until the eighteenth or indeed the ea rly nineteenth century, that is to say, tIle age 
of the Enlightcnm·Cf) t Of the period of R omanticism. It is only [rom this period 0 11 

U1At Hungory saw the fuul victory of the vern.acular tongue, the rise of a liternry lite 
in the metropolis, the beginnings ofl itetary criticism, an d a consi<tent continuity in 
tbe developlueDl ofli terature as a recognised branch <;If the aI lS, HungarianlirlT.lmre, 
therefore, up ro the pet iod of the Enlightenment, is usually referred to as ai, 
HIII/gaff"" lilerarl"~. alld the final decades of the eighteen th century are regarded as 
the point in time where HUIl~ri:rn ];ter-m ID: rook irs place ~mong other m l)dcrn 
11~t:ional li teratures. 

Thil .is by no means to imply that DO importm t or worthwll i!e litcrattlle hnd 
been produced before that time. O n the conttary. tbe eight ceutucico tlrat beg:ur in 
=liest heathen times .nd paned through the Middle- Ages, the Renaissance and 
the en of dre B aroque have left us a comparati"ely rich legacy of prole an d poeII)'. 
But a closer scrutiny of t:IJU liteI2ture. espccially in the Renaissance and lhroque 
pcriod" will re"cal i£arures rlLlt in several respccts distinguish it nom Wesr BIITopcan 
liretarures 31ld connect it more closely to mose of the Slav people!. All tbe great 
WesT Europe:m tr""ds of drough t and style certainl)' reached H ungary. somecimL'S 
(....&11 Jt a ,uTpIliingly e.arly date, but under rhe r.dlc.illy different social and pollti,a! 
cirounsro.nces prevailing ill me cOUIrtry they und.erw<:n t imporUIlt a!tcr~ciom. 

The .I'Oft survey of old. Hungarian literature whi<:h follow. is designed in rh~ 
f,m place to descri be and expl.in its developmcnr. liu ing in many respects into the 
P3ttero of the European culrnr:rl eomrnulli t}' os " whole but at ""riance wirh it in 
• number of respects, and. ill the second place to serve as a framework for the ,eI~ctcJ 
passages collected here. 
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