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INTRODUCTION 

All dc11nitions 01 ' th e twentieth rcnU.1I y' or of 
'E...'\Stem Europe' are sllbjef..li\'~ .Uld lr'dllsitorv. 
The ~trC(l cOYtred ill th is volum.." is the S.1mt~ as 
Lilli dealt with in RJ C",mp t""" EIbU'm Er"of~ 
'" IIv 7i1'fnlielh CnrllJr, (Rou tledge 199-1), In that 
bc:,uK the l"wentieth cent.UrV is t hafa(lt"ri~t:d a.~ 

Ih;Jl period ill f t.:'Cf'"IH hbldrY in which m;llii~ 

Id,'{llugic<, upcr.l1ing tlu-ough " powe l fill poIi t, 
ical porn}'. ha\ e ""LIght, fl eq\l~n tly ,ucecssfulh, '0 
*lZC pu""er 10 the stAle and then to establish 
ont:·p.lny o r rOL1.J il,lrian rule . A CQI1\ CIlICJll ~ l..'l n 

log puillt fOt the twentieth cennl ry i::> 191 8 when 
tn ,l" ideologie!', eilher of tJw opell Hr the closed 
rallery. '~'~Il" lomi ng to power; i ts end may he Sf'( 
.."b the collapse of Com munist Parry rule in 
EaSl~1 n ElIl'ope in th e period 1989-91. 

The area covered \ ';lries with time. FH )J1 1 the 
FIf>1 World War ", tile Second World War it is 
esscnli.ill)' made up of the lands beLween Ger, 
man\' and Ru.ssid/Lh~ SU\;N Uuion. After 194.5 
thr Baltic ~t.:lLt:s are t."xdlldeci bec\use of Ih eir 
incorporarioJ1 into the USSR, uut East German) 
j" indutil-d beGlllie it was :,() ub\'iuu'\ly a pan (,f 
the So\;el ~phf'rc: of in nUt~ ncc . Greece". Finbnd 
alld \t1"lLri,iJ are nor included . Greece io; obviousl) 
allalk.m cl,.l lln try but Il is m uch less obviously ~n 
1::..., European one th iln Rnm,lIIia, Bulga ria or 
Alb,JJu.t. It" lung ( oasl line, j.." lMg., ,md widd y 

and ~~cu ll omjt "ystcm ot lht ""cst rathel II,MIl of 
the East Europt..-""art \,'31 iN). 

The Pr't'SCl1l A.Ll.:ts l.s d hided into s(>.\ eu par ts. 
Tne firs t d eah \\; lh what il\" b} OU I defill itioll, !.he 
pJe-twentieth Ct:lHlU y. In ..ldditiun 10 pro\iding 
b;,~ic backgrowld in forOl ~uion UII the p lW'ticaJ 
"IrrucnJtc of the regIoll it .ils<l m O\\--s tbe eth n ic 
m d religious grou ps and Ihe poli tical extent uf 
the lh re'e rluminaut r mpu es. After ] gOO the 
Ball-in p enblsula became incTc'l.'iing:iy an a rea of 
instabilil) :tnd MCl1l1 1i.tlJ) \'t-JJ'. Map::. :..hm\ing the' 
l~lIe.:, ar !t;.lkc in thC"e' disp lltes arC' includrd in 
this ,ecnon. The Balkan crisis of 19 14 spJlled 
O\' t '[ into th e rest of E.urope and C\'(' OIually 
aJlcn ed aU ofci\iti\., tion , 

Most West ELU opeans and Anwri r"1115 th ink of 
the First \oVo rln V.'al ill tenus uI" IJ1C conflict in the 
u-c:nch es of t1a udel"l lllld France. but there wen
alw might) battles ill E..IStern Ew'Ope. These. 
tugether with lbe pl'acc seulement " hich fnl
lowed the war, cO I, ~:in l te P~n 2 Uf lht! AlLu. 

Pan 3 clea l!l wi tb tht! in ler~\\..tr years. Th ere art; 
a number of m apc: on gcn er-dl themes Sitch as 
intt:n13 tlonal .tLgnmt:nu. and di 'iplIteo.;, these 
mdps being fo lJowffi bj. a '\lId)' of .~ch of the 
l.onSnnH~lH SkUt"~ of inte r·,,,'3T Eastern F.urope: 
Albaru :1. . Bulgari .l , Clt:c ho::,lo\'u..kia. E:-.ltJl1ta, H un
gerry, La[\il.l, uLhu~UJ lilr Polanrl , Romanb. and 

,p~i.trl rh.t.spor:l :-tnd. In te r, lb pohOCitl 1il'lk~ \\;th Yugosla\ia. To somf" degree the natW-e of each 
Lh e: ~L.tlP~ of \\'t: :.te n I Em ope make it more a p:1n ~tate and its society determines "'ha t tbe lD.:JP..'I 
"I th~ West than "f th e &1S! European world. and dlag rR11lS ror 1bat SL."Ite illustrate; thus, for 
Hnl.rnd h~__ tong historic tirs with Russia bUL i ts example. oniy AIu.:mia h<L1IiI :J map :showing Ir ibal 
imDllmny to authoritariall rule and its neutrality divisions. '''tllt'I"('\'Cr possible, h owc\'cr, grnph .s 
,ULer the Second Wodd \\, .. divorce it from showiug budget expendilure h 1 two df" l1..ued 
Lt:ilt"rn ~uropc . Au-.u·ia djd uol enjo) slich ye.us, populatiun b\ eCO)lonllc sector, ethnic 
mlml1nhy from l()tali~ri3nism hefOIc 1939 but. 3Jld / or religiou;; compo>:idull . an rl the disu ibu
\Itlt'r ]955, it has betH ~l n CLIu-Jl ;,Lllc \\,;t11 J social non of i<tndhulding.:, aJ C included. So roo are 
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diagram:-. nn the d.i.!)ttibu lion llftr.tde.ln dr."ming 
lip these dlagr.um the lotal ,..ull~ uf ""puns aud 
import> w,,-, calMllated and .he 'op ten .mding 
partner; included in the gr.tph_ [" 'he dJ~gr.uns 
011 1.1Ud dbmbuuoo 1he bar gt.tpb iUU5tr:H.e -i 1he 
proportion of 'he total nllmber of holdUlg' in a 
c;;erics o r defined categories. whilsl the lin~ g'ldph 
c;;how! the percelltage o f the (ot..11 f3Tnled I:mcl 
,,-hi( h hold il1gs i ll Ihow So:'Un(' ca teg()ri(:~ cum~ 

pri~d " In the ca'Oe of Jlungary a sel-ies ()f ,uch 
diagr..lms is illc1uded beclUse of the importance 
i n tbt: inler~\','ar hisLOI V or thai COI Uler), of land
holdi"g ,wd of u le allem pt> aL land rcdl'JlTibu
lion. Full ct)\'er.:tgc i ~ also giVCH or Lhe 
p~h:unc Jl ulll' 1.i..ston' o f each t.. o llnlT}. t110 1l~h 

n aruTaJI) in ~ome inswnce.s lhe-re is Less of such 
hisLory t l' n"cord than in .u.her!!. IHJ db.grams. for 
instaJ ll c . ;ttc: g1\CJI Jor Albania wh oM! clccted 
assemblies were cllh~1 t (K) shon ·lin:d Of LoO 
ul1repre~nw'i\--e to be iucJudf"d. lu othe r ca~c;; . 

the absence or Ull rCIli.lbi lify of dal.·1hd,51ed 10 the 
l:xcJusion of rl i:Jgra m..~_ 

Tilt: re l::ui\'e}y !IIhol"t ]'l.ln 4 ( 0\ ("f'S tIu: yean t'lf 

the Second \\lo rld 'Ytart starting wnh l hll." [f' 1riLo
rial challges broll!!ht abouL in 1938. The map' 
deal \\;l1\ th e .luempted cxtermina tion of tht: 
Jews and "vi Lh popula.tion !o.hiCts, as we ll a.:, \o,.ith 
rhe: lllO\'(> m e u { o( alTl"Lics ;)od the shirri ng of 
fTon tie r"'. 

In rl"lt: midd le of thc Atlas Lhc fu ur maps "iho w 
tbe way Ul ,,;him East European OOlludarirs 
difIcred in 1900_ 1923. 1945 ""d I 99-t. 

Tht' ~us of Cumm llrUst Par", r ule foml Pan 
5. Th.is ~eC"ti on sen-e..'i lhfPe functions" First.. it 
sh ows the gTo\\ th of COmDllm Lc; t rule an d with it 
the impo..itinn t\f So\1c t p r.tcuces sU!.~h as the 
colJenhis::ttinn o[ agrirulLule :l nd fl)rrf'd gruwth 
in the heavy indU'ilTial !'ector. Second" it pt)inlS to 
Lbe mechan isms bv whirh Smi et domination \\":l~ 
llI "intaincd, including both the in Legra tion 01' 
most of E .'t.SLeI n Europe into Lhe mil.itary su UC~ 

nlres of th <." 'Y.·.l..t'saw Pact, and the economiC' ti C'~ 

imposed through trading panerns a nd energy 
suppli t·<o;" llurd , it mllSU';J Le~ the "tlCIllPL~ to 
dilult! o r c\'en u) sb t'd Soviet and communist 
d omin aul lO. 

rhe (ommllni~ts boa.'Hcd tha t t..he)' ~'Ould 

bring modt'misauun and impro\'t:d suciaJ ~en
being to lh~ C(Ullllfit·':! 'hey ruled. Thi.~ da.im is 

xi\' 

c)'4:Ullincd i.n PanG which also bc:gi n.!t with a Io cr) 
$criou.s qu("~tioning of ont" legaq of cOtDJlltmi~1 
po\\'er: pollution. Each cOUlllry 1\ tht:n o-catt'd 
individ n"lllv WiUl ma.p s sho'¥ooi ng populatio n rlf'n
<Ul' a t the end of u,e 1Y80s. rhe ' I)read of 
indu"lry and the use made of lhe l...md. Diag"f"';' ITIs 
al c g i\l·11.. whCrC\-t'l J>OS3 iblc. showing binh rntt'"S. 
mfiun mUl'1Ali rv ta les ::md popuialio n gro\'.Lb., 
fo llowed by Dther, which dcctl with the number 
uf lI lI in' rsi l}' ..,OtUCllt..s and [he percentage of 
\'I'oml'll (lmulIS'L tht..' l1l . the IIumbel of inhab .... 
it.iUHS pel mCdlG11 pracutloller, average ~HlnuaJ 
economk gto'wth in fi\ c ye.:u periods from] 951 
to t980, indeh ted ltess. and net Inalerial p.l oduu 
hy economic ~(lO l. In mn5t cast's the oll ly 

figures ;w3i1abl l: are thu!'(! provided by the conl
flll unist'i ul("m:-eh and ~ll times m c' ''Ic dh nOL(':,. 

alwars pro\ridc as much dcta.il d S Oll t:: mighl 

r~uile; hO\\ prf'ci...5elya lUlI\'ers:ity ~lUdt:rH or a 
medical pr3ctitioller is defi ned Gin clt..·aJ Iy ha\e.1 
majnl impact on ill(" figures. 1n !)()m(, in~taHcc5 
l o n \"enh-..'Ill stntistjcs \\ere nO t available, as, for 
C'xample, for lhe: number of un~vt' 0.'i t)· :,OIdeJlL'S 
in tlte GernlaD Dt:mucrntic RepubIJc: the small 
numocr of diagrams for contemporary Mace
d oni.J is due lO the fact lhill \ -(>1"')' li ul t> reliable 
datt on Lh.u coutt try " !;''is to hall d when the te.xL 
of the Atl", "'n., finished . 

The filial sec OOJl. Pal L 7, deals with tbe ptTiod 
afi.t'r the fall f,f the communists. TIle resul15 o f 
"hah·n~.r parlianw nran· 0:1." p n!side n tiaJ d ectiw l..s 
h.n·e faken place an: gin~n o ln <t ddition w infol ma
{jon shO\\; ng th e number of se:at" won. g raphs:ll e 
prO\i ded, where po<sibl", ' h owmg Ule perc<!I1 tagc 
of the st:ats and l) r the \"ote~ g'tlinc-d b\ compct:iJlg 
p arties; in nlO1i t cases there is a commendable 
(OITettUOn h t..'twffll the dio;;rriblJtio n of"otC!II and 
the filt~t1 disu-ibuuon of sea l!<t. Tht."re ate JJso 
t'cunumic diagrams which do not. in the main , 
8lvc M1Ch an e ll colU-:'l~ng pictu re.. T he figurt'~ for 
innation .md the (hangc!t ill gro~dom{"sl.ic o r ne t 
malcl lal product sbo\\ clearly the iJnpa([ of (h e 
oUtenlpled switch from w e plan ll t.....d to the markt~t 

C(O llf\ lllY. Lu lhe l-;,bl~~" of dU,;:a for L".J.eb cOlllllry 
tJw figure<; ,In tal .en. whet e possible. fTOm E7l fyrl~ 

!lflJ'dln Bnlnfl/jlM, BooIr'1'/" }mr J994, EVI'tlls oJIII 
t t'tl' /993; wheu listing = yor ci"".the Ii,." fOltr 

are rccordrd but onl\' if their population is on:J" 
75,1100. 

The gl1)3sar), nf names, without m~, ki ug any 
l.um., U) (ornplctent!;,~ , 3l1empb to give the 

\ ,.ttitHl'i n m les offhe m.lio tf)\UU, cities and o\"ers 

IIf the area. For ca..'\e of reference cad l name is 
gl\t"n ib O\o\"n en u·y. and thus 8re~Jau/Wroda\\ 
l.·iUI be Jound uuder both 'n' ;mo 'W'. SOffie dues 
changed their name~ for a shOft period ill {he 
SClhnlst yea rs 01 the late 1Y40s and earl" 1950,. 
the Blilganan riry uf Varna, for example , being 
nanll-d Slnli n . These shOJ t-lil'cd H:un es h;u'c not 
been included but IOJlgpr-u:rm chang(~s, 1"01' 

~xamp!~ Chcmni tz/ Karl-MJ,rx...<;r..~(h an d ZIi,,1 
Goltwaldo\\ . h a\'c bct- II.. 

A n umber of works have pn)\t~d inval uable ill l..he 
p~paration of th is Atlas. lttcluded in them are: 
l.ht" EIl11W,/Xli'liia Br;lan",co" ("' irc--d abO\"c; AIia5 of 
Ens""" Eu .../JI'. published by the US Ccnll<l l 
1111 ~I"genrc Ag'cllcy ;n \ UguSI 1990; Marnn Gil
lid I . /'I" I)nrl rlIlll.I oj R I/\,uln I/IIIOry. /irsl edi
rinn. London 1972 (a ,<,cond NhtiOD "ppeal'ed 
111 1993) ; Nicolo. Sp lll bcr. Til' EnmQmiN oj Co,.
mum." ~. EUTrJjJt. Nt'" York and Londoll 
1957; the rc1c\"':lnt co un u'Y reports pubJished hy 
mC" .Economist lJltcJligenc(" Ull it, London : 
\firh.1<'1 Kaser (cd.) , 77" F.rMomil NU/I)ry oj 
unlnn EII"'P_, 191 9-75, "0"1- 3, Oxfortl 198..">-6; 
;md the nlimerOHS ,s, rCl uslica l \'o lu"ll1cs produced 
by the ('DUll tries u f Ea..,.te r n Europe. Fur.l bib1i~ 

grnphy 01 works On Ea." European history dlliing 
t.h e twcnuc"th century, see R.J. Cra.mploll.EasI(f""~ 
EUf()/"in tI~ TweTllittn CnJ/IU,). r iled abo\"e" 

Peop le- ~ \, e ll as books have mdde :1u cnormOU$ 
conlJ ibutiun to our wOl k and OUI" \\ e Jf-·lre . TIIC'Y 
are loo II lIlneroll....\ to mcnri r' l1 i.nd i\idual l} bUl it 
would be' imidiow: to omit a number uf lht"m. 
Jayne Lewin llo t UIl)" drew the map" ",ith grc.u 
skill hlll hal( also exh ibited ~lI clless pauc;'Occ and 
coleranct!' (O\vards us" So lOu did the :,WlT nf 
RUlItledgc, cspccia l1) Clail " L·E,tllmt. Heather 
:I1cCallwn 'tntl P;,lrtc k Pro('[or. Mike Bufford of 
Sf Bri."wab ill 111e F\J1T-S[ o( Dean prO\oirled 1Il\"i.1Ju.... 

«ble help th ,"ough the loan of his 1942 school 
atlas. Alan Fidler, StemJl K. Pavlowitch, and 
Professor Gale Slok," rearl the lypeScript .. i th 
wondrously sharp ~yes. Al l thrC'c made hugdy 
belpf1l1 ob)el \'ations and for thb we.ue greal l} 
indebted to (hem. Above ~ill . howc\'er, th ele is 

our unp~,,,..blc debL to the one who ha'S pla~red 
her role as. wife and mother 1 ~pecti\"{:' l ) .....;:(h 
boundless dedica tio n. patience and good 
hum(,ur. 

Asc(l .t-unrlc r-Wyc hwood 
Oxfordshil'c 
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