INTRODUCTION

All definitions of ‘the twenteth century’ or of
‘Eastern Europe’ are subjective and transitory.
The area covered in this volume is the same as
that dealt with in R.J. Crampton’s Eastern Europe
in the Tuwntieth Century (Routledge 1994), In that
book the twentieth century is characterised as
thut period i recent history in which mass
idealogies, operating through a powerful polit-
ical party. have sought, frequently successtully, to
size power in the state and then to establish
one-party or totalitarian rule. A convenient start-
ing point for the twentieth cennury is 1918 when
mass ideolagies, either of the apen or the closed
VATETY, WETe COming to power; its end may be set
with the collapse of Communist Party rule in
Eastern Europe in the period 1989-91.

The area covered varies with time. From the
First World War w the Second World War it is
essentially made up of the lands between Ger-
many and Russia/the Soviet Union. After 1945
the Baltic states are excluded because of their
incorporation into the USSR, but East Germany
is included because it was so obviously a part of
the Soviet sphere of influence. Greece, Finland
and Austria are not included. Greece is obviously
i Balkan country but itis much less obviously an
East European one than Romania, Bulgaria or
Albania. Tts long coast line, its large and widely
spread diaspora and, later, its political links with
the stutes of Western Europe make it more a part
Of the West than of the East European world.
Finland has long historic ties with Russia but its
immumniry to authoritarian rule and its neutrality
after the Second World War divorce it from
Eastern Europe. Austria did not enjoy such
Immunity from totalitarianism before 1939 but,
after 1955, it has been a neutral state with a social

and economic system of the West rather thun of
the East European variety.

The present Atlas is divided into seven parts.
The first deals with what is, by our definition, the
pre-twentieth century. In addition 10 providing
basic background information on the physical
stricture of the region it also shows the ethnic
and religious groups and the politcal extent of
the three dominant empires. After 1900 the
Balkin peninsula became increasingly an area of
msiability and eventually war. Maps showing the
issites at stake in these disputes are included in
this section. The Balkan crisis of 1914 spilled
over into the rest of Europe and eventually
aftected all of civilisation,

Most West Europeans and Americans think of
thie First World War in terms of the conflict in the
trenches of Flanders and France, but there were
also mighty battles in Eastern Europe. These,
together with the peace scttlement which fol-
lowed the war, constitute Part 2 of the Atlas.

Part 3 deals with the inter-war years. There are
a number of maps on general themes such as
international alignments and disputes, these
maps being followed by a study of each of the
constituent states of inter-war Eastern Europe:
Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, Hun-
gary, Lawia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, and
Yugoslavia. To some degree the natire of cach
state and its society determines what the maps
and diagrams for that state illustrate; thus, for
example, only Albania has a map showing tribal
divisions. Wherever possible, however, graphs
showing budget expenditure in two defined
years, population bv economic sector, ethnic
and/or religious composition, and the distribu-
tion of landholdings are included. S0 too are
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diagrams on the distribution of oade. In drawing
up these diagrams the total value of exports and
imports was calculated and the top ten trading
parmers included in the graph. In the diagrams
on land distribution the bar graph illustrates the
proportion of the total number of holdings in a
series of defined caregories, whilst the line graph
shows the percentage of the total farmed land
which holdings in those same categories com-
prised. In the case of Flungary a series of such
diagrams is included because of the importance
in the interwar history of that country of land-
holding and of the attempts at land redistribu-
ton. Full coverage is also given of the
parliamentary history of each country, though
naturally in some instances there is less of such
history to record than in others; no diagrams, for
instance, are given for Albania whose elected
assemblies were either wo shortlived or wo
unrepresentative to be included. In other cases,
the absence or unreliability of data has led w the
exclusion of diagrams.

The relatively short Part 4 covers the years of
the Second World War, starting with the territo-
rial changes brought about in 1938, The maps
deal with the auempted extermination of the
Jews and with population shifts, as well as with
the movement of armies and the shifting of
frantiers.

In the middle of the Adas the four maps show
the way in which East European boundaries
differed in 1900, 1923, 1945 and 1994.

The years of Communist Party rule form Part
5. This section serves three functions. First, it
shows the growth of communist rule and with it
the imposition of Soviet practices such as the
collectivisation of agriculture and forced growth
in the heavy industrial sector. Second, it points to
the mechanisms by which Sovier domination was
maintained, including both the integration of
most of Eastern Europe into the military struc-
tures of the Warsaw Pact, and the economic ties
imposed through trading patierns and energy
sapplies. Third, it illusuates the attempts to
dilute or even to shed Soviet and communist
domination.

The communists boasted that they would
bring modernisation and improved social well-
being o the countries they ruled. This claim is
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examined in Part 6 which also begins with a very
serious questioning of one legacy of communist
power: pollution. Each country is then weated
individually with maps showing population den-
sity at the end of the 1980s, the spread of
industry and the use made of the land. Diagrams
are given, wherever possible, showing birth rates,
infant mortality rates and population growth,
followed by others which deal with the number
of university smdents and the percentage of
women amongst them, the number of inhab-
itants per medical practitoner, average annual
economic growth in five year periods from 1951
to 1980, indebtedness, and net material product
by economic sector. In most cases the only
figures available are those provided by the con-
munists themselves, and at times these do not
always provide as much detail as one might
require; how precisely a university student or a
medical practitioner is defined can clearly have a
major impact on the figures. In some instances
convenient statistics were not available, as, for
example, for the number of unversity students
in the German Democratic Republic; the small
number of diagrams for contemporary Mace-
donia is due o the fact that very little reliable
data on that country was to hand when the text
of the Atlas was finished.

The final section, Part 7, deals with the period
after the fall of the communists. The results of
whatever parliamentary or presidential elections
have taken place are given. In addition ro informa-
tion showing the number of seuts won, graphsare
provided, where possible, showing the percentage
of the seats and of the votes gained by competing
parties; in most cases there is a commendable
correlation between the distribution of votes and
the final distribution of seats. There are also
economic diagrams which do not, in the main,
give such an encouraging picture. The figures for
inflation and the changes in gross domestic or net
material product show clearly the impact of the
attempted switch from the planned to the market
ecanomy. In the tables of data for each counury
the figuresare taken, where possible, from Encyclo-
paedia Britannica, Book of the Year 1994, Events of the
Year 1993; when listing major cities the first four
are recorded but only if their population is over
75,000,

Eastern Europe, 1919-75, vols1-3, Oxford 1985-6
and the numerous statistical volumes produced
by the countries of Eastern Europe. For a biblio-

The glossary of names, without making any

(-la%:ns 0 completeness, atempts to give the
various names of the main towns, cities and rivers
of Lhc.nrea. For ease of reference each name is
BIVen Its own entry, and thus Breslau, Wrockaw
can be found under both ‘B* and ‘W, Some cities
ﬁlnanfaged their names for a short period in the
Stalinist years of the late 1940s and early 1950s,
the Bulgarian city of Varna, for examplé being
named Stalin. These shortdived names h:;\’c mfi
been included but longerterm changes, for

example Chemnitz/Karl-Marx-Stadt and Zlj
i ' e 4 f
Gottwaldow, huave been., nd Zlin

A numbt.u' of works have proved invaluable in the
preparation of this Atlas, Inclhuded in them are:
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, cited above; Atlas a:f
Er;ﬂrfﬂ Europe. published by the US Central
]utvlhgeucc Agency in August 1990; Martin Gil-
I?c_'al. The Dent Atlas of Russian History, first edi-
tion, London 1972 (a second edition appeared
in 1993); Nicolas Spulber, The Economics of Com-
munist Eastern Europe, New York and London
1957; the relevant COuUNtry reports publisﬁcd by

The Economist Intelligence  Unit, London:

Michael Kaser (ed.), The Economic History of

graphy r»l:wnrks on East Enropean history during
the twentieth century, see R J. Crampion, Eastern
Europe in the Twentieth Century, cited above.

People as well as books have made an enormous
contribution to our work and our welfare. They
are too numerous to mention individually but it
would be invidious to omit a number of them,
Jayne Lewin not only drew the maps with grem
skill but has also exhibited endless patence and
tolerance wwards us. So two did the swaff of
Roudedge, especially Claire L’Enfunt, Heather
MecCallum and Patrick Proctor. Mike Buftord of
St Briavals in the Forest of Dean provided invalu-
able help through the loan of his 1942 school
atlas. Alan Fidler, Stevan K Pavlowitch, and
Professor Gale Stokes read the typescript with

wondrously sharp eyes. All three made hugely
helpful observations and for this we are greatly
indebted to them. Above all, however, there is

our unpayable debt to the one who has plaved
:)131- r:;lle as wife and mother respectively with
undless  dedicatio At

i n, patience and good

Ascott-under-Wychwood
Oxfordshire
October 1694
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