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Abstract

Human beings love lists, especially lists of the “Best of All Time.” But very seldom can direct
comparison be made between things that had their heydays in different times—whether
football teams, home run hitters, boxers or even records. So how might you get to a list of the
“Best” records of all time? Is that only a subjective determination—°It's what | like"—or are
there objective measures that could be used?

This talk starts that analysis by comparing the history on the Billboard charts of records that

were popular between 1958 and 1980, including the methodology for creating the charts and
how it varied with time. Then various schemes for determining the strongest charting songs

are compared.

In the end we’ll learn how various data handling and thinking techniques used in the physical
sciences help with the analysis of music charts, and how a number of different approaches can
be brought to consensus by these techniques.





