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Cynthia J. Burrows 

 
Dr. Cynthia J. Burrows is a Distinguished Professor of 

Chemistry at the University of Utah and presently Chair of the 
Department of Chemistry.  Her early training was in Phys. Org. 
Chem. with Prof. Stan Cristol at the University of Colorado (B. A. 
1975) followed by Prof. Barry Carpenter at Cornell University 
(Ph.D., 1982).  She then received a NSF-CNRS postdoctoral 
fellowship to work in the lab of Prof. Jean-Marie Lehn, Université 
Louis Pasteur, Strasbourg (1981-83).  From 1983-1995, she held 
the positions of Assistant through Full Professor of Chemistry at the 
State University of New York at Stony Brook, before taking up a 
position at the University of Utah in 1995. 

Prof. Burrows has been a member of numerous editorial 
boards and review panels; from 2001-2013, she served as Senior 
Editor of the Journal of Organic Chemistry, and in 2014, began as 
Editor-in-Chief of Accounts of Chemical Research.  She is a past 
recipient of the Robert Parry Teaching Award and in 2011 received 
the University Distinguished Teaching Award.  Her research 
accomplishments have been recognized by a number of awards 
including: the ACS Utah Award, ACS Cope Scholar Award, and the 
University of Utah's Distinguished Creative and Scholarly Research 
Award.  In 2009, she was inducted into the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, and in 2013 she was appointed the inaugural 



holder of the Thatcher Presidential Endowed Chair of Biological 
Chemistry.  In 2014, she received the Linda K. Amos Award for 
Distinguished Service to Women at the University of Utah and was 
elected to the National Academy of Sciences. 

Her research interests include: 1) elucidation of Guanosine 
Oxidation Products, 2) understanding Photoredox Chemistry of 
DNA/RNA bases as it pertains to the Origins of Life, 3) Nanopore 
Sequencing of DNA Damage, 4) Oxidative Damage in G 
Quadruplexes and 5) Base Switches for RNA Interference. 
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The Organic Syntheses Lectureship 
 

Since 1921, Organic Syntheses has provided the chemistry 
community with collections of detailed, reliable, and carefully 
checked procedures for the synthesis of organic compounds.  
Some procedures describe practical methods for the preparation of 
specific compounds of interest, while other procedures illustrate 
important synthetic methods with general utility.  Each procedure is 
written in considerably more detail than typical experimental 
procedures in journals and each reaction and all characterization 
data will have been carefully "checked" for reproducibility in the 
laboratory by a member of the Board of Editors.  It is well 
recognized that Roger Adams and the organization’s other 
founding fathers created “the lasting legacy of Organic Syntheses 
as the ‘gold standard’ of experimentation in organic chemistry”.  
Complete directions for submitting or recommending procedures for 
checking and publication are found at orgsyn.org. 

 

Organic Syntheses, Inc., a non-profit, tax-exempt 
corporation, is operated with Annual and Collected Volume books 
and data-base royalties from John Wiley and Sons and investment 
income.  Also key to the operation are donations of services, 
chemical, etc. by individuals and institutions in the course of 
checking procedures.  In addition to partially underwriting the cost 
of testing and preparing procedures for publication, the 
organization 

 

• maintains a free fully searchable data-base website 
(orgsyn.org) of all its tested procedures 

• provides lectureship grants to universities 
• sponsors ACS Division of Organic Chemistry graduate 

fellowships 
• co-sponsors with Organic Reactions Inc. the biannual ACS 

Roger Adams Award in Organic Chemistry. 
 

This lectureship series is made possible by a grant from 
Organic Syntheses, Inc. at the behest of Carl R. Johnson, Wayne 
State University Distinguished Professor Emeritus, long-time 
Treasurer of Organic Syntheses, Inc., friend of the University of 
Toledo and Dr. Chris Senanayake, Vice President, Chemical 
Development US Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. and 
member of the Board of Editors, Organic Syntheses. 


