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Tomislav Rovis 

 
Tomislav Rovis received his Ph.D. degree in Organic 

Chemistry from the University of Toronto in 1998 under the 
direction of Prof. Mark Lautens followed by postdoctoral studies 
under the tutelage of Prof. David A. Evans at Harvard University.  
He began his academic career at Colorado State University in 
2000.  He has garnered numerous awards for his research 
including the Merck Research Laboratories Unrestricted Grant, 
Glaxo SmithKline Scholar Award, Eli Lilly Grant, Johnson & 
Johnson Focused Giving Grant, Amgen Young Investigator 
Award, Boehringer-Ingelheim Research Award and the NSF 
CAREER Award.  In 2005 he became an Alfred P. Sloan Fellow 
and was promoted as the Monfort Professor of Chemistry.  In 
2008 he was bestowed with the John K. Stille Chair in Chemistry 
at Colorado State University.  He continued to receive numerous 
grants and awards including the Herman Frasch Foundation 
Grant, Roche Excellence in Chemistry Award, and most recently, 
2014 Arthur C. Cope Scholar Award.  In 2013, he became a 
Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science.  To his credit, there are over 200 publications including 
articles, patents, edited books, book reviews and encyclopedia 
contributions.  

His research interests include asymmetric catalysis, 
organometallic chemistry, reaction development and synthesis of 
biologically important molecules.  His work extends into many 
areas of science particularly in the pharmaceutical arena.   
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The Organic Syntheses Lectureship 
 

Since 1921, Organic Syntheses has provided the 
chemistry community with collections of detailed, reliable, and 
carefully checked procedures for the synthesis of organic 
compounds.  Some procedures describe practical methods for 
the preparation of specific compounds of interest, while other 
procedures illustrate important synthetic methods with general 
utility.  Each procedure is written in considerably more detail than 
typical experimental procedures in journals and each reaction 
and all characterization data will have been carefully "checked" 
for reproducibility in the laboratory by a member of the Board of 
Editors.  It is well recognized that Roger Adams and the 
organization’s other founding fathers created “the lasting legacy 
of Organic Syntheses as the ‘gold standard’ of experimentation 
in organic chemistry”.  Complete directions for submitting or 
recommending procedures for checking and publication are 
found at orgsyn.org. 

Organic Syntheses, Inc., a non-profit, tax-exempt 
corporation, is operated with Annual and Collected Volume 
books and data-base royalties from John Wiley and Sons and 
investment income.  Also key to the operation are donations of 
services, chemical, etc. by individuals and institutions in the 
course of checking procedures.  In addition to partially 
underwriting the cost of testing and preparing procedures for 
publication, the organization 

• maintains a free fully searchable data-base website 
(orgsyn.org) of all its tested procedures 

• provides lectureships grants to universities 

• sponsors ACS Division of Organic Chemistry graduate 
fellowships 

• co-sponsors with Organic Reactions Inc. the biannual 
ACS Roger Adams Award in Organic Chemistry.   

This lectureship series is made possible by a grant from 
Organic Syntheses, Inc. at the behest of Carl R. Johnson, 
Wayne State University Distinguished Professor Emeritus, long-
time Treasurer of Organic Syntheses, Inc. and friend of the 
University of Toledo.  
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