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Scott Rychnovsky attended the University of California, Berkeley 

where he worked with Paul A. Bartlett and received his B.S. in 1981.  

From 1981-1986 he worked under the tutelage of Gilbert Stork at 

Columbia University ultimately obtaining his PhD.  He went on to 

conduct postdoctoral work, initially for David A. Evans at Harvard 

University from 1986-1987, then with Stuart L. Schreiber from 1987-

1988 at Yale University.  In 1988, he joined the faculty in the 

Department of Chemistry at the University of Minnesota where he 

began his independent career studying synthetic chemistry in 

combination with bioorganic chemistry examining olefin-directed 

hydrogenations, polyepoxide cyclizations, and epoxide couplings. 
 

After quickly rising through the ranks to Associate Professor at 

University of Minnesota, Rychnovsky moved to the University of 

California, Irvine as a full Professor in 1995 where he has remained 

ever since.  At UC Irvine, the Rychnovsky Group studies chemistry 

at the interface of biology with interests in Competing 

Enantioselective Conversion (CEC) Method, Approaches Towards 

the Synthesis of Substituted Pyridines, Natural Product Syntheses 

including targets such as Lycopodium Alkaloids, Batrachotoxin, and 

Phainanoid.  Furthermore, they study in the growing area of 

Chemical Biology with programs that entail developing Chemical 

Cross-Linkers.  The work emanating from Rychnovsky’ s labs has 

had a major impact on various sub-sections of Chemical Biology. 
 

To his credit, Scott has been selected for various national and 

international awards including: Arthur C. Cope Scholar Award, 
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Fresenius Award, Zeneca Chemistry Award, Searle Scholar Fellow, 

Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation Teacher-Scholar, Eli Lilly 

Fellow, Pfizer Research Award in Synthetic Organic Chemistry, 

Alfred P. Sloan Fellow, National Science Foundation Presidential 

Young Investigator Award, S. T. Li Prize for Achievements in Science 

and Technology, Fellow of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science and a Fellow of the American Chemical 

Society.  Furthermore, Scott remains to be an Associate Editor for 

the Journal of Organic Chemistry shaping science for the future and 

his industrious achievements include being a Co-Founder of 

Actavalon in 2015. 

Prof. Rychnovsky has also been tireless in training students, 

having graduated a total of 68 PhDs, 10 MSs, and he has worked 

with 27 postdocs and 51 undergraduate students.  To his credit, he 

has amassed close to 190 publications during a 30 year career. 
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The Organic Syntheses Lectureship 
 

Since 1921, Organic Syntheses has provided the chemistry 

community with collections of detailed, reliable, and carefully 

checked procedures for the synthesis of organic compounds.  Some 

procedures describe practical methods for the preparation of specific 

compounds of interest, while other procedures illustrate important 

synthetic methods with general utility.  Each procedure is written in 

considerably more detail than typical experimental procedures in 

journals and each reaction and all characterization data will have 

been carefully "checked" for reproducibility in the laboratory by a 

member of the Board of Editors.  It is well recognized that Roger 

Adams and the organization’s other founding fathers created “the 

lasting legacy of Organic Syntheses as the ‘gold standard’ of 

experimentation in organic chemistry”.  Complete directions for 

submitting or recommending procedures for checking and 

publication are found at orgsyn.org. 

Organic Syntheses, Inc., a non-profit, tax-exempt 

corporation, is operated with Annual and Collected Volume books 

and data-base royalties from John Wiley and Sons and investment 

income.  Also key to the operation are donations of services, 

chemical, etc. by individuals and institutions in the course of 

checking procedures.  In addition to partially underwriting the cost of 

testing and preparing procedures for publication, the organization 

 

• maintains a free fully searchable data-base website 

(orgsyn.org) of all its tested procedures 

• provides lectureship grants to universities 

• sponsors ACS Division of Organic Chemistry graduate 

fellowships 

• co-sponsors with Organic Reactions Inc. the biannual ACS 

Roger Adams Award in Organic Chemistry. 

 

This lectureship series is made possible by a grant from 

Organic Syntheses, Inc. at the behest of Carl R. Johnson, Wayne 

State University Distinguished Professor Emeritus, long-time 

Treasurer of Organic Syntheses, Inc. and friend of the University of 

Toledo.  


