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Priyanka came to the University of Toledo as an 

international student. Her hometown is Mumbai, 

India, the sixth most populated city in the world. 

Priyanka is one of many students to travel from 

abroad and study at the University of Toledo. She 

chose UT for its strong undergraduate research 

program. 

While working towards her Bachelor’s degree, 

Priyanka joined Dr. James Martin-Hayden in his 

hydrology research.  Her project examined how 

evapotranspiration affects shallow water tables and the flow path of ground water at Irwin 

Prairie in Toledo.  Priyanka installed and analyzed data from seven piezometers. They recorded 

diurnal water table fluctuations each hour to predict the groundwater flow path.  Priyanka also 

constructed a small scale model of Irwin Prairie to quantify the process of evapotranspiration in 

the unique soil that is native to the area.  Priyanka’s research experience with Dr. Martin 

Hayden inspired her to pursue graduate work in the field of hydrology and she is now enrolled 

in the Master’s program at Bowling Green State University.  She is continuing to work on 

groundwater interactions for her thesis, and hopes to become a hydrogeologist after 

completing her education.  

Coming to the University of Toledo was not an easy decision for Priyanka. She had to leave her 

home, friends and family to pursue an education in the United States.  Priyanka found comfort 

from the many friends she made at UT, as well as the guidance from her advisor Dr. Martin-

Hayden. The confidence and knowledge she gained from her time in the department allowed 

her to pursue a higher degree in geology. 

 

 

“My research started with a question I had while being in the hydrogeology class.  I believe no 

question is stupid; always inquire!  Who knows; maybe that question is the start of an amazing 

research project.  It was a wonderful journey at the University of Toledo.  I will always miss this 

place and the people I met.  Once a Rocket, always a Rocket!” 


