Plant Science Research Center Greenhouse Policy

The PSRC greenhouses are a University of Toledo resource open to researchers performing plant research and research related to plants.  To ensure a fair allocation, greenhouse space assignments are decided by the UT PSRC Advisory Committee.  The Advisory Committee’s job is to review space requests and allocate space as equitably as possible.  However, space allocations and use are defined by several parameters listed below.  

1.  Each PI is responsible for the personnel that work for them and it is assumed that they will properly supervise these personnel while working in the PSRC greenhouse modules.  

2.  Greenhouse space assignments are capped at 80% of a module per PI.  This will permit us to accommodate new requests as well as allow access to repair personnel without major inconvenience.  Extra space may be negotiated with the PSRC Advisory Committee.  

3.  Under normal conditions, PI’s will be sharing greenhouse modules.  However, each PI is responsible for their assigned space and is not to interfere with experiments being performed by other PIs in the shared space.  On the contrary, it is expected that PIs and their personnel will cooperate with each other as much as possible.

4.  All greenhouse space belongs to the PSRC and the space you are allocated is loaned to you, it is not your permanent space.  

5.  The greenhouse space that you request is to be the minimum amount required for your experiments.  This means that each PI is required to make the most efficient use of their space possible.  This also means that PIs are to not spread out their materials to fill the space but are to use it efficiently.

6.  Greenhouse modules will be periodically monitored by the PSRC Director and the Greenhouse Facilities Manager to make sure that each PI using space is making the most efficient use of their greenhouse space.  PIs not doing so will have their current and future space needs re-evaluated and likely reduced.  

7.  Greenhouse modules are to be used for growing plants or for plant support for research projects.  House plants or plants to be planted into a person’s home garden for example, are not authorized.  In addition, greenhouse modules are not to be used for storage, e.g., trash, dead plant materials, etc.

8.  Each PI is responsible for keeping their assigned portion of a module clean and organized.  In addition, PIs or their personnel are to monitor their plants for pests and inform the Greenhouse Manager immediately if they are found.  

9.  PIs bringing plants into the PSRC greenhouses from the outside must carefully inspect their material before placing said materials into the greenhouse modules.  Should the plants contain insect or other pests, then arrangements must be made immediately with the Greenhouse Facilities Manager to spray the plants with pesticide prior to introducing the plant into a greenhouse module.  

10.  Although, with the permission of the PSRC Advisory Committee, the modules may be used for teaching purposes, undergraduate students are not permitted unsupervised access to any module at any time.  It is recommended that plants grown in the greenhouses for teaching purposes be tended by either the course TA or Instructor and be removed from the greenhouse and brought into classrooms for the students to make observations.  

11.  External funds are required to help maintain the PSRC.  To aid in this process, it is critical that we make the public aware of the activities occurring in the Center.  Thus, photo opportunities will be essential for this purpose.  Any PI who uses PSRC greenhouse modules permits their plants to be photographed or verbally described.  Should they not wish for this to be the case, then a written request must be made to this effect to the PSRC Advisory Committee that must be approved AT LEAST 1 WEEK BEFORE the plants are placed into the greenhouse module.   

12.  A nominal fee will be charged of $10.00/bench/month or $120.00/bench/year.  Hence 80% of a greenhouse translates into 8 benches or $80.00/month or $960.00/year.  It is expected that for grants more than $25,000.00 total, the PI should include “greenhouse fees” as a component of their budget.

13.  Should problems arise with greenhouse facilities or equipment, notify the other personnel with whom you are sharing the module and then the PSRC Director and/or Greenhouse Manager so they can get the equipment repaired.  The Director or Manager should make all requests for repairs first through Plant Operations (X1000) or if more of an emergency, directly through Alan Vaughn (X1005 or Avaughn@utnet.utoledo.edu).  

