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I am deeply grateful to you for the opportunity to be here again this year to celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther, King, Jr.  I am grateful that the spirit of his life lives on – here at The University of Toledo and in the great city of Toledo.  I salute and thank my friend, Mike Bell, co-sponsor of this event, for his leadership in this city and recognize him not only as a great leader, but also as an important symbol of the impact of African Americans in the life of the 21st Century – there are others of course: Kevin Boyce here with us today, and the President of this great United States, Barack Obama.  Thanks to those leaders and to Mike Bell.


I believe we can rejoice together today at progress made toward the “Dream” that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. dreamed for us.  Still, all of us know that there remains much work to do.  Unemployment is 50% higher among African Americans than among Caucasian people here in northwest Ohio.  We continue to experience prejudice and racism in subtle ways throughout our society.  Listen to Dr. King’s words written from the Birmingham Jail (I have substituted the word “Racism” for the word segregation wherever it occurs):  “Racism, to use the terminology of the Jewish philosopher, Martin Buber, substitutes an “I-It” relationship for an “I-thou” relationship and ends up relegating persons to the status of things.  Hence racism is not only politically, economically, and sociologically unsound, it is morally wrong and sinful.”  Paul Tillich has said, “That sin is separation.  Is not racism an existential expression of man’s tragic separation, his awful estrangement, his terrible sinfulness?” 

Today’s world is complex; blogs and social media allow the communication of the tragic separation of which Dr. King spoke in amazing and subtle ways: speaking perhaps of “recruiting Lucasville alums” or “dredging the harbor.”


I myself aspire only to be a small shadow, an insignificant disciple of Dr. King.  Yet I join with him today – he never experienced the blogosphere – in condemning that kind rhetoric.


I am extremely proud of those University of Toledo students and faculty who have spoken up in recent days, exercising their academic freedom in responsible ways, to state their abhorrence of those comments.  Thanks to you who have done so.

The spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is alive today in Toledo, Ohio.  It is an indomitable spirit, a righteous spirit, but it will not live alone.  It is for us, for you, for me, for our children to nurture it, foster it, and cause it to continue to live; so that someday soon, his dream maybe fully and completely realized.

Page 1 of 6

