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· Current pathway is MSN to DNP: entering students must already have obtained a Master’s of Science in Nursing (MSN) to the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree program
· New alternative pathway will allow students to enter the DNP program directly after obtaining their baccalaureate degree- Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN)
· Current MSN to DNP pathway is a joint degree program with the Wright State University
· New BSN to DNP pathway will be a UT degree program
· New degree is responsive to the American Association of Colleges of Nursing’s (AACN) recommendation that all advanced practice master’s degree programs transition to the doctoral level by 2015
· Approvals have already been obtained from the College of Nursing and the Graduate Council
· After Board of Trustees notification, the UT Dean of the College of Graduate Studies will submit the new program proposal to the Ohio Board of Regents for the required review by the other universities governed by the OBR; preliminary notification has already been given to the Regent’s Advisory Committee on Graduate Studies (RACGS) about this proposed new program and UT has been assigned a tentative presentation date for the late May RACGS meeting in Columbus 
· Hope to recruit the first BSN to DNP cohort in fall 2012
