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(A) Policy statement. 

All research experiments or education training programs that utilize cadaveric tissue must 
receive prior approval by the university Cadaveric Tissue Research Committee (UT-
CTRC).  Noncompliance with the policies established in this document, and or other 
policies implemented by the UT-CTRC, will prompt a review of the cadaveric tissue 
research or educational training program. 

(B) Purpose of policy. 

 To provide standards and defined procedures for all university research activities that 
 utilize cadaveric tissue.  This policy is designed to insure that cadaveric specimens are 
 treated and maintained in a professional and  respectful manner. 

(C) Definitions:  cadaveric tissue. 

(1) Cadaveric tissue is defined as any body, body part, organ, tissue, or prosthetic 
surgical device or implant that is part of the body at the time of death. 

(2) Cadaveric tissue may be derived from an embalmed or an unembalmed body 
donor. 

(D) Source(s) of cadaveric tissue. 
(1) Cadaveric tissue may be obtained from the University of Toledo College of 

Medicine (UT-COM) Anatomical Donation Program, the anatomical donation 
program of another university or medical school, a commercial source, or other 
organization. 

(2) Regardless of the source, all cadaveric tissue must be obtained from a 
documented and approved donor source. 

(3) Documentation must indicate that the approved use(s) of cadaveric tissue is 
consistent with the research or educational training proposed by university faculty 
principal investigators. 
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(4) It is a felony for any individual(s) working under an approved cadaveric tissue 
research project to sell, barter, trade, or give away cadaveric tissue. 

(E) Application for use of cadaveric tissue. 

(1) All research experiments or educational training that utilize cadaveric tissue must 
receive prior approval by the UT-CTRC. 

(2) An application for research using cadaveric tissue must be submitted for review 
and approval by the UT-CTRC before either the receipt or the use of any 
cadaveric tissue on university campuses by the principal investigator or other 
individuals. 

(3) The principal investigator will assure that cadaveric tissues will be used only in 
the manner and for the purpose(s) described in the application. 

(F) Labeling of cadaveric tissue. 

(1) All cadaveric tissue must be labeled to maintain the identity of the donor of the 
cadaveric tissue.  It is important to note that the “identity” of individual cadaveric 
tissue refers to a unique identifier (usually numeric, rather the name of the 
individual donor). 

(G) Storage of cadaveric tissue. 

(1) When not attended, all cadaveric tissue must be stored in sealable, plastic bags or 
other suitable containers. 

(2) The principal investigator will assure that the cadaveric tissue will be maintained 
and housed in a secure facility and that access to specimens will be only to those 
individuals involved directly in the project as described in the application. 

(H) Disposal of cadaveric tissue. 

(1) Disposal of cadaveric tissue must be in accord with recovery instructions from the 
donor source. 

(2) Cadaveric tissue obtained from the UT-COM Anatomical Donation Program must 
be returned to the Program for disposal at the time stated in the application for 
research using cadaveric tissue. 

(3) Cadaveric tissue obtained from commercial source(s) must be disposed of at the 
time stated in the application for research using cadaveric tissue in accordance 
with the disposal policies of the donor source. 

(4) If a donor source does not have an explicit disposal policy, the cadaveric tissue 
must be returned to the UT-COM Anatomical Donation Program for cremation 
(the cost of cremation will be covered by the research laboratory involved). 

(I) Access to cadaveric tissue. 

(1) Only individuals listed in the application for research using cadaveric tissue shall 
have access to cadaveric tissue.  Any change in project participants involved in 
research using cadaveric tissue must be reported to the UT-CTRC within thirty 
days as individuals either leave or join the project. 

(J) Inspection of cadaveric tissue research laboratories. 
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(1) Laboratories using cadaveric material on the university campuses are subject at 
any time to inspection by representatives of the UT CTRC, or other designated 
officials. 

(2) Non-compliance with the policies established in this document, and or other 
policies implemented by the UT CTRC, will prompt a review of the cadaveric 
tissue research or educational training program. 
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