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(A) Policy Statement

CMS will be notified of any significant changes related to the transplant program which means any event 
that is likely to have considerable impact on the program’s operations, ability to perform transplants or 
conduct transplant care. 

(B) Purpose of Policy

To assure CMS is notified of any changes as required by the Conditions of Participation (482.74). 
Notification will occur within seven business days of when the transplant program becomes aware that 
either a change has occurred or will occur. 

(C) Procedure

1. CMS will be notified of any changes in the transplant program including:
♦ A change in the key staff members of the transplant team. Personnel changes to the primary

transplant surgeon or primary transplant physician.
a) The transplant program must notify CMS of these changes by the time OPTN

paperwork has been submitted and should not wait for the provisional or actual
designation by the OPTN before notifying CMS.

b) CMS does not require information on personnel changes other than the primary
transplant surgeon and primary transplant physician.

♦ Termination of an agreement between the hospital and the OPO.
a) CMS will be notified within 7 business days of when the transplant program becomes

aware that a termination of the Organ Procurement Organization (OPO) agreement with
the hospital within which the transplant program is located has occurred or will occur.

♦ Inactivation of the transplant program.
a) The Transplant Program may not be inactive for more than 365 days within a 3 year

period from the date of initial inactivation. Prior to the 365th day, the program may
reactivate at any time if it is meeting all COP’s. After the 365th day, the transplant
program will no longer be able to participate in the Medicare program.

b) The transplant program must notify CMS when it will not be or is not accepting organs
for a period exceeding 14 consecutive days.
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