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(A) Policy Statement

Special security precautions will be followed when caring for children admitted for suspected child abuse.

(B) Purpose of Policy

To maintain a secure safe environment for suspected child abuse patients. 

(C) Procedure

1. Place children suspected of abuse/neglect in rooms away from open doorways and staircase whenever
possible, or in the designated pediatric rooms on 6AB near the nurse’s station.

2. Notify Campus Police of all “police hold” admissions and request that they make more frequent rounds on
the unit.

3. Unless there is a written medical order, children on “police holds” will not be permitted off the unit unless
accompanied by hospital personnel (including the 6th floor lobby).

4. Doors to the unit are to remain closed as much as possible.
5. All appropriate personnel working on the unit will be informed of potential problems.
6. Supervision of parental visits will be determined by the physician and/or Children Services Board and an

order will be written.  When needed, a member of the staff will observe the interaction and document
pertinent data in the patient’s medical record.

7. In the event a child’s whereabouts is questionable, security should be notified, and a “Code Adam” should
be implemented.
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