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(A) Policy Statement 
 

All personnel have the responsibility of maintaining a safe and therapeutic milieu for patients, 

visitors, and staff members.  When there is a reasonable cause to suspect that a chemical substance, 

weapon, or harmful object is present on the unit, nursing personnel on duty evaluate the situation 

and take necessary measures to remove those objects which compromise the health and safety of the 

patient or those in contact with the patient.  
 
 
(B) Purpose of Policy   

To provide a safe, therapeutic milieu for all patients and a safe environment for the staff and others 
 
 
(C) Procedure  
 

1. A search may be authorized by the charge nurse when nursing staff observe incidents or behavior 

that reasonably indicates the patient is in possession of a substance and/or objects that are 

potentially dangerous to him/her or others. 

 

A.   Room and Clothing Search 

 

1. Notify the patient of the search prior to the search.  The patient may remain in the room. 

 

2. A minimum of two staff members are assigned to search the area. 

 

3. The patient may be requested to change into hospital gown to have clothes searched. 

 

4. This search includes everything but the patient. 

 

      5.   The Physician and Charge Nurse on duty are informed of any objects found. 

 

            B.   Body Search 

 

1.  A body search is conducted only if a nursing assessment indicates a need for this search. 

 

                     2.   The attending physician is notified immediately of a suspected ingestion. 

 

                     3.   A body search is done only by a member of the same sex. 

  



                     4.   Whenever possible, another staff person of the same sex is present when a body search is  

                           performed; at least 2 staff members are always present. 

                

                     5.   An internal, physical body search is done only by a physician per UTMC policy. 

 

C.   Disposition of Unauthorized Substance/Harmful Object 

 

  1.   Refer to UTMC policy (for disposition of unauthorized substances/harmful objects. 

 

                   2.   Nursing staff is responsible for informing patients on admission about items that cannot be  

                         kept in patient rooms.  Please refer to Guideline: Unit Contraband. 

 

 3.   The patient's belongings are searched by staff on admission to the unit. 

 

   4.   Patients returning from passes are required to have items they have brought back with  

         them searched by nursing staff. 

 

                    5.  If a patient needs an item which is restricted, the Charge Nurse or treatment teams make  

                         special arrangements based on clinical judgment. 

 

(D). DOCUMENTATION 

 

         1.   Progress notes include: 

 

               a.   Reason for conducting the search. 

 

                b.  Description of substance/object found and its disposition. 

 

                c.   Observation of patient's behavior and condition if there is suspected ingestion. 

 

         2.    An Occurrence Report is completed and returned to the Risk Manager if: 

  

                a.   Suspected ingestion has occurred on the unit or while on a pass. 

 

                b.   Harm has occurred to a patient or others. 

 

 Formal notice must be provided to the patient if there has been a restriction of rights. 
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