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With the crisp and cold days of winter almost behind us, we hope you will warm up to the idea of sharing your time as a volunteer with Wood Lane this spring.  Wood Lane offers comprehensive life-spanning services to children and adults with cognitive impairments and other developmental disabilities.  We offer an array of options for volunteers who are interested in helping throughout a season of activities or occasionally for special events.  

Please contact Paula Leidel at (419) 353-0028 or pleidel@woodmrdd.org to let me know of your interest in one of the programs listed below.  Anyone interested in working as an office or public relations assistant may also contact me for details on those non-direct service positions.  Volunteers who have previously attended the Wood Lane volunteer orientation simply need to provide updated address and phone information and a placement preference, while new volunteers should plan to attend a required 1½  hour orientation session.   

Fitness, Special Olympics and Recreational Activities                                                         Have fun and get fit as a volunteer for recreational swimming, water- or land-based exercise programs, fitness training or yoga classes.  Assist with Special Olympics basketball practices through March or the spring season sports of volleyball, cycling, bocce and track.  As an outing assistant, accompany Wood Lane staff and participants as they get out in the community to tour local attractions or attend plays, concerts and sporting events.   

Children’s Services Positions                                                                                                  Volunteer as an assistant for an Early Intervention toddler group at the Jordan Family Center or at Wood Lane School in a classroom or in the gym or pool with Adapted Physical Education.   

Adult Services Positions                                                                                                                 As a production assistant at Wood Lane Industries, help adults improve their vocational skills or volunteer with Life Enhancement Options leisure activities in the sensory room or with craft and current event groups.  

Community Friend                                                                                                                Volunteers who are able to commit for a long-term position (minimum of eight months for university students and one year for other community residents) may share interests and friendship by becoming a community friend.  Community friend volunteers are matched with an individual receiving services through Wood Lane to plan and do activities together on a regular basis.  Activities may include going to a movie or sporting event, taking a walk, cooking dinner, talking on the phone, going to church, sharing a common interest, joining a club, volunteering together in the community or doing anything else that friends enjoy doing together.  
1:1 Visitor                                                                                                                                       Visit a resident of one of Wood Lane’s group homes to talk, watch a movie (with popcorn!), do puzzles, play UNO, look at a magazine, play video games, cook, paint fingernails, shoot baskets…just hang out and enjoy each other’s company.  A schedule can be arranged for weekdays before or after dinner or anytime on the weekends.   

Special interest or small group activities                                                                              Share a special interest or skill and get a group involved:  play board games, do craft projects, organize a sing-a-long, read a chapter a week out loud from your current favorite book, tell stories, put on some music and dance...use your creativity to create your own niche in the volunteer program or assist with activities planned by day services or home staff.    

Have fun… make a difference…volunteer with Wood Lane! 


