ACTIVE READING

Adapted from “How to Read an Essay” in Rhetorical Reader for ESL Writers by Carolyn B. Raphael and Elaine Goran Newman.

I.  Getting Started

A.  Remove distractions

B.  Find a good place to study

C.  Focus your attention

D.  Become acquainted with the material

II.  As you Read – Write

A.  Read actively 

B.  Check vocabulary

* 
C.  Understand introduction

* 
D.  Check the support of the introduction

* 
E.  Understand the conclusion

III.  Rethinking/Rereading/Writing

* 
A.  Analyze the tone

B.  Define the central idea

C.  Look for assumptions, prejudices (i.e. all people must)

* 
D.  Understand the structure of the essay or textbook section

E.  Define the supporting ideas

F.  If helpful, find the central idea of each paragraph or section

IV.  Reading/Writing to Learn

A.  Reread

B.  Write to learn

1.  summarize the information

2.  try a few problems or utilize the formula

3.  write your reactions to the essay or story based on an informed reading

*  Indicates a step that may be eliminated if you are reading a textbook.

