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Annotations: Definition, Directions, and Examples
Definitions
Annotation: is a brief explanatory note describing a particular work, such as books, Web sites, articles, government documents, videos, or other items. An annotation describes and summarizes important content for the reader and provides a critical analysis or evaluation of its content based on standard criteria. 
Bibliography: is a list of sources such as books, journals, websites, and periodicals that are used when researching a topic. Sometimes called "references" or "works cited", a bibliography typically includes bibliographic information only (i.e., the author, title, publisher, date).
Annotated bibliography: bibliographic list of sources that includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. Depending on your project or the assignment, your annotations may do one or more of the following:

· Summarize: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say?
· Evaluate: Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source? 

· Reflect: How does it fit into your research? Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic? 

Directions
Why would I write an annotation?

· To learn about your topic: Collect and write annotations for each source in preparation for a research project.
· To help you formulate a thesis: Reading and responding to a variety of sources helps you gain a clearer perspective regarding what has been written and helps you develop and support your own point of view.
· To help other researchers: Published scholarly annotated bibliographies provide a comprehensive overview of everything important that has been said about that topic. While you may never publish your annotated bibliography, you may, as a researcher, look for one that has been published about your topic.

What do I include in an annotation?
Content: Depends on the intended audience. Generally, an annotation should include the following:

· Complete bibliographic citation information using an appropriate citation style  

· Brief summary of the item's content and the main purpose of the work

· Evaluative comments such as: 

· author’s qualifications
· any biases that are detected 

· the intended audience/reading level 

· the item's relationship to other similar works or areas of study 

· special features: bibliography, graphics, appendices, etc. 

· what was useful, what was missing, how it compares to similar items on the same topic

Format: The format of an annotated bibliography can vary; if you’re submitting for a class, consult the professor and if you are submitting for publication, consult the editorial submission guidelines.
· First line(s): bibliographic information: written in the appropriate citation style

· Body:
        annotation: indented, written in paragraph form, in third person, and should stand alone,   

                                  accurately describing the contents of the source without reference to any other source

Examples  *Examples below represent a variety of citation styles—follow guidelines from your teacher/publisher
Book 
Barber, Benjamin R. Jihad vs. McWorld: How Globalism and Tribalism are Reshaping the World. New York: Ballantine 
Books, 1996. Print.
In this book, Benjamin Barber discusses globalism, tribalism, democracy, and capitalism. Part I examines the concept of “McWorld” and its invasion throughout the entire world. Barber writes that this global overtaking has been accomplished through music, various service industries, and the media. Part II focuses on Jihad, in opposition to “McWorld,” as people and countries struggle for their own individual and cultural identities. Part III describes the clash of “McWorld” and Jihad and the resulting disorder. Capitalism and democracy working against each other is debated as well. Two appendices are included at the end of the book: the first appendix describes energy use and population by country in 1990 and the second lists the twenty-two countries' top grossing films in 1991. The book also includes an extensive notes section. The book was well-organized and the material covered presents globalization in a new way.
Article in a scholarly journal

Flynn T, Fritz J, Whitman J, et al. A clinical prediction rule for classifying patients with low back pain who demonstrate short-term improvement with spinal manipulation. Spine 2002; 27:2835–43.

This was a prospective cohort study involving low back pain patients, which included a component that evaluated the interexaminer reliability of SI motion palpation. In order to determine the test’s interexaminer reliability, 55 low back pain patients were evaluated by two examiners who were blinded from each other’s results. Although several tests of SI function

were evaluated, the Gillet step test (which assesses the joint’s excursion) was the only motion test to demonstrate moderate agreement (_ = 0.59). The standing and sitting flexion tests, which are also designed to detect SI excursion, resulted in poor and fair reliability coefficients respectively (_ = –0.08 and 0.25).
Popular Magazine Article in an Article Database (with only the starting page number provided)
Thompson, Stephanie. "Targeting Teens Means Building Buzz." Advertising Age 27 March 2000: 26- . EBSCO. Web. 29 
Sept. 2005.
This brief article talks about marketing to teens without their knowing that they are directly being targeted. Different strategies used to market products are described including those used for Cornnuts and Nabisco's Bubble Yum gum. The article describes this marketing as "anti-advertising" and portrays how teens react to various tactics. Although short, this article provides a current overview of how companies market to teens.
Web Site
Caffeine. (2002). Retrieved from the McKinley Health Center website: http://www.mckinley.uiuc.edu/health-info/drug-
alc/caffeine.html

This Web site discusses the ingredient caffeine. On the site, many questions are answered about caffeine, including its effects and safety, reducing caffeine consumption, and whether or not it helps with studying. The amount of caffeine in common foods is listed in a table at the bottom of the page and the site also analyzes caffeine content by brands and types of coffee and teas, chocolate, cocoa, and soft drinks. Medications that contain caffeine are also listed. The page is well-organized, contains useful information for the consumer, and includes appropriate documentation. 
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