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Writing Center


Commas
DO put a comma:
….after each item in a series.


Ex: My instructor asked me to summarize the article, analyze the arguments, and present my own opinion on the issue.
….after an introductory dependent clause or introductory phrase (i.e. transition).


Ex: After I meet with a tutor, I plan to go home and revise my paper.

….before a coordinating conjunction that joins two independent clauses.


Ex: I read the chapter, but I still do not understand the assignment.

….before and after a dependent clause that does not change the meaning of the sentence.


Ex: I finished my paper, a comparison and contrast of the two characters, this morning.

….between two adjectives that describe the same noun.


Ex: I spent a long, hard night writing this paper.

….to set off a direct quotation.

Ex: My instructor said, “Make sure you support your arguments with research.”

DON’T put a comma:

….between two independent clauses that are not joined by a coordinating conjunction.


Ex: This paper is due tomorrow, I really need help with it.

NOTE:  You can use a semi-colon to separate two independent clauses 

(i.e. This paper is due tomorrow; I really need help with it)
….between a subject and its verb.


Ex: This paper, analyzes the article

Hint:      Commas indicate pauses. Try reading your sentences out loud and listen for the natural pauses. If you hear a shorter pause, chances are you that should put a comma there. If you hear a longer pause, you may need to put a period or semicolon. 
