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Writing Center


Invention Techniques: How to Find a Topic
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First, determine what type of writing you are doing [e.g. explaining, arguing, analyzing, narrating, comparing/contrasting, observing or informing]
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Next, read all guideline sheets, essay questions and notes carefully to ensure you are following the requirements for this writing.
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Then, choose one or more of the following strategies to help get your ideas 
flowing!
· Mapping: a visual representation of your ideas; use arrows, circles, stars, boxes or any other graphic design to show connections between thoughts

· Creating lists or outlines: organize ideas by priority; use bullet points or numerals

· Asking questions: which topics interest you? What do you already know about these topics? What do you need to find out? What do you want to share with your audience?

· Freewriting: write for 5-15 minutes without stopping; what comes out when you start thinking about different topics? Avoid censoring yourself — write what's in your head!

♦   Researching/reading: skim through sources and news reports; what is going on in the world that engages your interest? What ideas are contained in your textbook or other resources? Consider how these could become topics for your writing
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Invention Worksheet
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