
 

The Annotated Bibliography 

First, what is an annotation? 
An annotation is a brief summary of an article, book, Web site, or other type of publication. An 

annotation should give enough information to make a reader decide whether to read the complete 

work. In other words, what is the material about, and why is it useful?  An annotated 

bibliography is an organized list of sources that includes both the source listed in proper format 

as directed by your professor and is followed by the annotation.  

Objective and Purpose 
An annotated bibliography describes/ summarizes as well as examines the applicability of the 

author’s conclusions to the research being conducted. In addition, it describes the author's main 

arguments and conclusions. An annotation may comment on the strengths and weaknesses of 

what is presented; however, the evaluative process should be rooted in a practice of academic 

collaboration and how the author’s work can relate to your research (complementary or as a 

counter argument).  

Student example: 
 

 


