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Writing Center


Writing a Book or Film Review
Develop a focus or theme for the review.   Use brainstorming, rough drafting, and other prewriting techniques to decide what point(s) you want to make about the book or film.   You may want to read or view the work more than once.
In the finished review:
• State ideas about the theme in general statements:
The Great Train Robbery uses suspense and humor to make a hero out of an utterly unscrupulous character played by Sean Connery.
Support general statements with evidence (examples, quotations, scenes, actions) from the book or film:
As Connery makes his way over the roofi of moving train cars, bracing low bridges and other dangers, the audience is on the edge of its seat rooting for him to make it back to the baggage car where the loot and his accomplices are waiting.
If necessary to clarify the point, explain how the evidence provides support for the idea:
The suspense of the sequence leads the audience to identify with Connery and makes him seem like a hero even though his actions are questionable.
Things to think about:
The explanation that ties together the evidence should be the heart of the review.   A string of scenes or quotations without explanation is not enough to make a point about the work.
Both general statements and evidence are needed for an effective review.
Mechanics:
Be sure to include the name of the book or film in the review, along with the name(s) of its author or director and/or producer.
Movie and book titles are underlined or italicized. Put quotation marks around titles of short stories, radio or television programs, newspaper or magazine articles, poems, and chapters or subdivisions of books.
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