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Biographical /Historical Sketch

Pi Lambda Theta, National Honor and Professional Association in Education,
recognizes persona of superior scholastic achievement and those having a high potential for
professional leadership.

At a Pi Lambda Theta meeting in Jackson, Michigan, in the spring of 1939, Frances
Wandel of Toledo felt that there were enough Pi Lambda Thetans in Toledo to form an
Alumnae Chapter. She consulted with the National President, Beulah Van Wagenen, who
instructed Frances on how to proceed. In June 1941, the idea of forming a chapter was
presented to prospective individuals and in the fall there was an organization meeting at
Whitney Vocational High School. It was decided that a chapter would be formed and the
National Office granted a charter for the Toledo Area Alumnae Chapter which was signed
on May 23", 1941, in the library of Whitney Vocational High School.

At the end of a successful first year, the Toledo Chapter was asked to host the next
Biennial Council. It was held at the Commodore Perry Hotel with the Toledo Chamber of
Commerce assisting in the preparation.

The chapter was involved in many projects which included volunteer services for the
war effort such as knitting, the Red Cross, and Rationing Boards. They planted a victory
garden in the Ashland Avenue, Warren School District, and also participated in a statewide
collection of several thousand dollars and musical instruments for the military during the
war.

Originally, members met each May in Jackson, Michigan, and it was here that the
idea of regional conferences originated.

In 1947, Ethel Wooden looked into the possibility of organizing a chapter at the
University. However, the Department of Education sis not qualify. During the 1960s, the
idea was proposed again and ground work for establishment if a chapter was laid by Dr.
Helen Holt. The chapter of Beta Eta was chartered and became active May 16, 1965. In
1972, the idea of alumnae chapters initiating members was proposed and this practice began
in 1976.

A local education group, the Pilotans, petitioned in December 1961 and September
1964 to become members of Pi Lambda Theta, however, documentation is incomplete as to
whether or not membership was granted.
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Scope and Content Note

Collection contains records pertaining to Pi Lambda Theta, National Honor and
Professional Association in Education. Included are newsletters, biennial council records,
alumnae chapter activities, constitutions and by-laws, correspondence, informational
booklets, newspaper articles, membership lists, schedules, annual reports, chapter’s history,
officers’ information, a biographical book on the life of Elle Victoria Dobbs, and
miscellaneous documentation.

The collection also contains the records of the Pilotans, a local education group that
petitioned to become affiliated with Pi Lambda Theta during the 1960’s.

The collection is arranged alphabetically by folder.
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Folder List

Item Description
Alumnae Chapter Activities
Annual Reports to Student Activities Committee
14™ Biennial Council 1946
15" Biennial Council 1947
17" Biennial Council 1951
19" Biennial Council 1953-1955
20™ Biennial Council 1955-1957
21% Biennial Council 1957-1959
22" Biennial Council 1959-1961
23" Biennial Council 1961-1963
24™ Biennial Council 1963-1965
25" Biennial Council 1965-1967
26" Biennial Council 1967-1969
28" Biennial Council 1971-1973
Catena
Ceremonies
Change to admit both sexes pondered 1973-1974
Chapter History & 1984-1985 Yearbook
Chapter Visits
College of Education Information
Constitution- Local
Constitution- National
Correspondence 1954-1978
Dobbs, Ella Victoria- A biographical book
Fellowships
Foreign Exchange Teacher Study
Informational Booklets
Lists of Qualifying Students
Membership Lists
Miscellaneous
National Officers
Newspaper Articles
Officers Handbook
Pamphlets, National
Pi Lambda Theta Newsletters
Pilotans Constitution and Petitioning Documents
Presidents, Local
Programs
Programs for Regional Conferences
Project Committee
Publicity
Public Relations Handbook
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43 Regional Conferences
44 Schedules

45 Transfers

46 Treasurets
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