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University Women’s Club
Records, 1921-1996

Historical Sketch

The University Women’s Club was established in 1921 as the Faculty Dames of the
University of Toledo. An organization originally comprised of the wives of university
administrators and faculty, its objective was to serve both philanthropic and social functions.
In order to fulfill its goal “to further a spirit of friendliness, to promote the social and
intellectual interests of its members, and to maintain a loan fund for University of Toledo
undergraduate women” the club met monthly, either on campus or in the home of one of
the members. Structured into two parts, the Business part of the meetings dealt with
minutes, reports, and motions whereas the Program included book reviews and readings,
musical performances, discussion of current events, and other social activities.

In 1923, the Dames were invited to join the Toledo Federation of Women’s Clubs, and by
1924 they had expanded their membership from the wives and mothers of professors and
female instructors to that of full-time instructors and other staff. The Loan Fund was
established in 1922 to assist female students with books and supplies and in 1926 the Dames
added charity work to their philanthropy.

Despite considering disbanding in 1927, the Faculty Dames of the University of Toledo
continued their work for the next few decades, hosting teas, holiday fairs, and other
fundraising events. The club changed its name to the University Women’s Club in 1956, but
their objective stayed the same as a social and philanthropic club.

Although there is no evidence that the club is active today (with materials relevant to the
activities of the club ending in 1990), a scholarship for female students of nontraditional
student age has been established in the club’s name.
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Scope and Content Note

This collection consists of administrative records of the University Women’s Club and its
predecessor, the University Faculty Dames. The collection is arranged alphabetically by
record type.

Of special note is a complete set of minutes dating from the founding of the club in 1921 to
1990 as well as a significant number of newsletter (indicating club activities each month) and
yearbooks (listing members and activities each year). There is also an extensive collection of
photographs. Two volumes of scrapbooks have been placed in acid-free boxes (3 & 4).

The collection includes both material collected in University Archives’ vertical files over the
years as well as material transferred to the archives by Jane Sheridan in 1992.
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Folder List

Box  Folder Item Description
Announcements (1937-77)

Clippings (1947-1990)

Constitutions (1932-62, undated)
Constitutions (1969-74)
Correspondence (1921-28)
Correspondence (1931-35)
Correspondence (1953-60)

Financial Statements (1973-90)
Holiday Parties (1983-1991)

Honors Day (1968-75)

Minutes (1921-24)

Minutes (1924-30)

Minutes (1930-32)

Minutes (1932-47)

Minutes (1947-58)

Minutes (1975-90)

Miscellaneous Administrative Materials (1931-69)
Newsletters (1966-70)

Newsletters (1971-74)

Newsletters (1975-82)

Newsletters (1982-95)

Notes (1989-90)

23 Photographs (1970-96)

24 Presidents Notebook (1974-75)

25 Presidents Notebook (1975-76)
Presidents Notebook (1976-77)

27 Presidents Notebook (1977-78)
Presidents Notebook (1978-79)
Presidents Notebook (1979-80)
Presidents Notebook (1980-81)
Presidents Notebook (1981-82)
Presidents Notebook (1982-83)
Presidents Notebook (1984-85)
Presidents Notebook (1985-806)
Presidents Notebook (1990-91)
Presidents Notebook (1991-92)
Scrapbook (1940-93) Fragile
Scrapbook (1970-75) Fragile

9 Standing Rules and Recommendations (1950-75)
10 Student Aid Policy Committee (1975-80)
11 Treasurer’s Records (1958-91) (Part 1)
12 Treasurer’s Records (1958-91) (Part 2)
13 Yearbooks (1929-55)
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Yearbooks (1955-66)
Yearbooks (1966-72)
Yearbooks (1973-86)
Yearbooks (1987-95)



