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I. Education and Training 
 

The University of California – San Diego, La Jolla, CA March 2009 

M.F.A. in Theatre (with specializations in lighting design)  

 Dissertation title: “The Synergy of Light” 

 

Otterbein College, Westerv ille, OH June 2003 

B.F.A. in Theatre Design & Technology  

Minor in Art 

 

 

II. Appointments and Experience 
 

 

Appointment Record on this Faculty 

 

Assistant Professor of Theatre – Lighting & Sound Design,  

The University of Toledo, Dept. of Theatre and Film         August 2015-Present 

 

 

Other Academic Appointments 

 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Theatre – Lighting Design,  

I llinois Wesleyan University 

School of Theatre Arts 2011-2015 

  

   

Other Professional Experience 

 

Freelance Lighting Designer 2003-Present 

A theatre lighting designer works with the director, choreographer, set designer, costume 

designer, and sound designer to create the lighting for a theatrical production. The lighting 

designer will help shape the atmosphere, prov ide textual information, as well as help v isually 

convey and support the narrative within a theatrical production in response to the text. 

While keeping in mind issues of v isibility, execution, safety, and cost. 

 

Design Associate  2007-Present 

Otis Howard Designs Inc.  
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To assist and support Otis Howard in his role as the Lighting Designer/Director. Responsibilities 

include preproduction support, such as technical drawing, equipment coordination, 

schedule superv ision, production team coordination and design research. On some 

productions I  will serve as the Lighting Designer/Director while on site.  

 

 

Resident Lighting Designer  2013-Present 

Hope Summer Repertory Theatre (HSRT), Holland MI   

To design and coordinate two repertory lighting plots, in two theatres, within HSRT’s six show 

repertory season. To also serve as the lighting designer on 2-3 productions with in HSRT’s four 

show main stage season, as well as serve as a design mentor to the lighting designers for the 

Children’s Performance Troupe’s two show repertory season. Other responsibilities include 

assisting with the coordination of the lighting department budget, superv ising design 

execution and feasibility, and maintaining safety standards. 

 

 

III. Teaching 
 

Assistant Professor of Theatre – Lighting and Sound Design, The University of Toledo, 

Department of Theatre and Film August 2015-Present 

 

 

Undergraduate Teaching 

 

Introduction to Theatre, THR 1100: 903 Spring 2016 

Credits: 3. Enrollment 26. Introductory survey of the development of theatre and drama from 

the ancient world to the present day; discussion of representative plays; slides and films 

complement lectures. 
 

Stage Lighting and Sound, THR 1040: 001  Spring 2016 

Credits: 3. Enrollment 12. An introduction to theory and practice in stage lighting and sound 

technology. Students will use lighting and sound tools and equipment in production crews 

on department productions. 

 

Stage Lighting Design, THR 3410: 001  Spring 2016 

Credits: 3. Enrollment 4. Principles and theories of lighting design for theatrical productions 

are explored. Develop skills of script analysis, light study, light plot and related graphics for 

conceptualization and communication of design ideas. 
 

Introduction to Theatre, THR 1100: 901 Fall 2015 

Credits: 3. Enrollment 27. Introductory survey of the development of theatre and drama from 

the ancient world to the present day; discussion of representative plays; slides and films 

complement lectures. 
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Stage Lighting and Sound, THR 1040: 001  Fall 2015 

Credits: 3. Enrollment 6. An introduction to theory and practice in stage lighting and sound 

technology. Students will use lighting and sound tools and equipment in production crews 

on department productions. 

 

 

Independent Studies 

 

Seminar Topics In Design – Theatre Sound – THR 4400: 001 Spring 2016 

 

Special Projects – Lighting Design – THR 4990: 007 Spring 2016 

 

 

Other 

 

Stagecraft, THR 1030 Spring 2016  

Guest speaker (at the inv itation of Prof. Daniel Thobias) for one class period talking about 

lighting technology used in technical theatre. 

 

Stagecraft, THR 1030 Fall 2015  

Guest speaker (at the inv itation of Prof. Daniel Thobias) for one class period talking about 

lighting technology used in technical theatre. 

 

Theatre Management, THR 3250 Fall 2015  

Guest speaker (at the inv itation of Lecturer Christopher Montpetit) for one class period 

talking about the collaborative process between stage managers and lighting designers in 

theatre. 

 

 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Theatre – Lighting Design,  

Illinois Wesleyan University,  

School of Theatre Arts 2011-2015 

 

 

Teaching  

 

Lighting and Sound Technology, THEA 114   

Spring 2015 Credits: 1. Enrollment 10.  

Spring 2014 Credits: 1. Enrollment 8. 

This course will familiarize the students with the fundamentals of theatrical lighting and sound 

technology. Reviewing lighting and sound equipment, accessories, paperwork, computer 

programs and consoles. Covered the proper terms and techniques for lighting and sound 

technology, as well as the role of lighting and sound technology in a theatrical production. 
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Lighting Design, THEA 423   

Spring 2015 Credits: 1. Enrollment 11.  

Spring 2013 Credits: 1. Enrollment 6.  

This course will familiarize the students with the fundamentals and craft of theatrical lighting 

design. Reviewing lighting equipment, accessories, paperwork, computer programs and 

lighting consoles. Covered the proper terms and techniques for lighting design, as well as 

the role of the lighting designer in a theatrical production. 

 

 

Fundamentals of Design, THEA 220: 02   

Fall 2014 Credits: 1. Enrollment 15.  

Fall 2013 Credits: 1. Enrollment 25. 

Fall 2012 Credits: 1. Enrollment 23. 

An introduction to v isual communications, styles and techniques. I t also includes a thorough 

exploration of basic aesthetic theory as it applies to all elements of theatre design. This 

course explores designing for the theatre as a means of communication, artistic expression 

and the organization of design information. Visual, inspirational and historic research 

methods, group discussions, group and indiv idual design projects in sets, lighting and 

costumes figures prominently in class. Lectures, demonstrations and projects in collage, 

sketching, drawing, painting and scenic modeling and costume rendering are included in 

the studio work. 

 

 

 

Sound Design, THEA 370  Fall 2014 

Credits: 1. Enrollment 7. This course will familiarize the students with the fundamentals and 

craft of theatrical sound design. Reviewing sound equipment, accessories, paperwork, 

computer programs and sound consoles. Covered the proper terms and techniques for 

sound design, as well as the role of the sound designer in a theatrical production. 

 

 

Performance in Production, THEA 391   

May 2014 Credits: 1. Enrollment 15.  

May 2013 Credits: 1. Enrollment 12. 

May 2012 Credits: 1. Enrollment 15. 

This course is designed to give students a sense of what theater artists actually do with their 

hands, bodies, and voices in the creation of art, and to engage students in an in-depth 

exploration of the significance of a particular work of theatre. Students make artistic 

choices in relation to this contemporary artistic context; with an eye to the affect they want 

these choices to have on audience members.  Focus is placed, through this process, on the 

impact artists want this particular work to have on society.  Students “close the loop” on this 

learning process by producing performances for these live, local audiences.  Through this, 

they experience and make sense of how real audiences receive and interpret their work.  
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Following the completion of performances, students explicitly articulate these insights 

through a post-mortem feedback process. 

 

 

Technical Drawing, THEA 310   

Spring 2014 Credits: 1. Enrollment 7.  

Spring 2012 Credits: 1. Enrollment 7. 

This course will familiarize the students with the fundamentals of theatrical hand drafting, 

computer drafting and technical drawing. Reviewing equipment, techniques and 

professional standards. This course covered the proper terms and techniques for drafting 

and technical drawing, as well as the role of drafting and technical drawing in a theatrical 

production. 

 

 

Stage Management, THEA  219 Fall 2013 

Credits: 1. Enrollment 6. This course will familiarize the students with the fundamentals of 

theatrical stage management. Reviewing the proper terms and techniques for all pieces 

and parts of Stage Management, as well as the role of the Stage Manager and Assistant 

Stage Manager in a theatrical production. This course will cover how to work with and 

create the basic paperwork associated with Stage Management, as well as introduce 

basic use of some computer programs to help such as Microsoft Word and Excel. 

 

 

Lighting and Sound Technology, THEA 175  Fall 2012 

Credits: 1. Enrollment 15. This course will familiarize the students with the fundamentals of 

theatrical lighting and sound technology. Reviewing lighting and sound equipment, 

accessories, paperwork, computer programs and consoles. Covered the proper terms and 

techniques for lighting and sound technology, as well as the role of lighting and sound 

technology in a theatrical production. 

 

Independent Studies 

 

Special Projects – Lighting Design THEA 499  Spring 2015 

 

Degree Project – THEA 491  Spring 2015 

 

Degree Project – THEA 491  Spring 2015 

 

Degree Project – THEA 490 Spring 2015 

 

Degree Project – THEA 290 Spring 2015 

 

Degree Project – THEA 490 Fall 2014 
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Special Projects – Photoshop THEA 499  Fall 2014 

 

Degree Project – THEA 491  Spring 2014 

 

Degree Project – THEA 491  Spring 2014 

 

Degree Project – THEA 490 Spring 2014 

 

Degree Project – THEA 290 Spring 2014 

 

Degree Project – THEA 290 Spring 2014 

 

Special Projects – Technical Drawing THEA 499  Spring 2014 

 

Degree Project – THEA 490 Fall 2013 

 

Degree Project – THEA 490 Fall 2013 

 

Degree Project – THEA 491 Fall 2012 

 

Degree Project – THEA 490 Spring 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. Research and Scholarship 

 

 

Conference Attendance: 

 

 USITT 2014 

 SETC 2014 

 SETC 2013 

 SETC 2012 

 

 

Creative and Design Activities: 
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Jef f  St ei t zer
Fr ed Tessl er
Edmund Lingan
Pet e Cr oss & Mar k Leasor

Ir ene Al by
Fr ed Tessl er
John Tammi
David Col acci
Andy Par ks
Tomas Quinn
Fr ed Tessl er
David Col acci
Jean Ker r
Cur t  Tof t el and

David Col acci
Fr ed Tessl er
Tomas Quinn
Scot t  Susong
Nancy B. Liot z
Louis Rackof f
Jahnna Beecham
Jean Ker r
Scot t  Susong
Ot is Howar d
Ot is Howar d
Ot is Howar d
Suzanna Ber ger
David Al per t

The Gal l er y Pl ayer s, NYC Taibi  Ann Magar
Joel  Gel amn
Al ex Timber s
James Vasques
Dominique Ser r and

Rober t  Egan
Pet er  Schneider
Gabor  Tompa

UC-San Diego, For um St udio Theat r e, La Jol l a CA Andr ei  Bel gr ader
Pet er  Schneider
Ger ar do Jose Ruiz
Randy Skinner

Bob Saxner
Daisy Wal ker
Taibi  Ann Magar

Ot is Howar d
Ot is Howar d
Ot is Howar d
Ot is Howar d
Ot is Howar d
Ot is Howar d
Al an Bur r et t
Al an Bur r et t
Al an Bur r et t
Chr is Aker l ind
Josh Br adf or d
Josh Br adf or d

Updat ed 8/26/16

Ha ir spr a y! Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Par k Theat r e, Hol l and MI

A  Lie of  t he Mind Il l inois Wesl eyan Univer si t y, McPher son Theat r e, Bl oomingt on IL

         *20013-14 Mich igan Wi l de Awar ds: Best  of  t he Bar d (Best  Shakespear e Pr oduct ion)

Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Par k Theat r e, Hol l and MI

Diver sionar y Theat r e, San Diego CA

A  Sha yna  Ma idel

A l l  Shook  Up Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Dewi t t  Theat r e, Hol l and MI

A  Cl a ss A c t Il l inois Wesl eyan Univer si t y, McPher son Theat r e, Bl oomingt on IL

The Night  W a t cher
Da nt on's Dea t h

Il l inois Wesl eyan Univer si t y, McPher son Theat r e, Bl oomingt on IL

Cha ps! 

Nor ma n's A r k

Joseph  & The A ma zing Tec hnic ol or  Dr ea mc oa t

Pr omena de 

Romeo & Jul iet * Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Dewi t t  Theat r e, Hol l and MI

A s Y ou Like It Il l inois Wesl eyan Univer si t y, McPher son Theat r e, Bl oomingt on IL

Hot  Mika do! Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Par k Theat r e, Hol l and MI

Za yed & t he Dr ea m Car acal l a Dance Theat r e, The Kennedy Cent er , Washingt on DC

Diver sionar y Theat r e, San Diego CA

Ha yma r ket

Ot t er bein  Col l ege Theat r e, Cowan Hal l , West er vi l l e OH

Per ic l es, Pr ince of  Tyr e

NBA  A l l - St a r  Ga me Ha l f t ime Show  '1 3

X Reper t or y Theat r e, Los Angel es CA

NBA  A l l - St a r  Ga me Ha l f t ime Show  '1 4 New Or l eans Ar ena, New Or l eans LA

The Nea r  ea st

The La Jol l a Pl ayhouse, For um Theat r e La Jol l a CA

         *2005-06 Theat r e Cr i t ics Awar d: Best  Design

The Br ea kup Not ebook

UC-San Diego, For um Theat r e, La Jol l a CATa ngo

2 0 1 6  NBA  Dr a f t Bar cl ays Cent er , Br ookl yn NY
NBA  A l l - St a r  Ga me Ha l f t ime Show  '1 6  Air  Canada Cent er , Tor ont o Canada

The For d Amphi t heat r e, Los Angel es CA

The Mo'Nique Show  (l ight ing Dir ect or )

4 2 nd St r eet *

Ha ml et / MA CHINE
The Wel l f l eet  Har bor  Act or 's Theat r e, Wel l f l eet  MA
The Bl ue Rose Theat r e Company, J. Houseman St udio, NYC

Ha za r d Count y

Jest er 's Dea d (Scenic & Light ing Design)

Al chemy Theat r e Company, Becket t  Theat r e, Theat r e Row, NYC

Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Kn icker bocker  Theat r e, Hol l and MI

Hel l o A ga in Il l inois Wesl eyan Univer si t y, McPher son Theat r e, Bl oomingt on IL

BET Tow n Ha l l  2 0 1 1 BET Net wor k, BET St udios, Washingt on DC

Ha ml et

BET Net wor k, Tur ner  St udios, At l ant a GA

Tw ist

Smokey  Joe's Ca f é

Il l inois Wesl eyan Univer si t y, McPher son Theat r e, Bl oomingt on IL

I a m W omen

The La r a mie Pr oj ec t

A ssist a nt  Pr of essor  of  Light ing & Sound Design, Dept . of  Thea t r e & Fil m, The Univ er sit y  of  Tol edo:  2 0 1 5 - Pr esent

A l a n Bur r et t  : Light ing Designer , Head of  Design: Univer si t y of  Cal i f or n ia San Deigo - Abur r et t @gmai l .com - (858) 336-4675

Ot is How a r d : Light ing Designer  - Ohodesign@mac.com - (917) 446-7864
Jea n Ker r  : Head of  Musical  Theat r e, Il l inois Wesl eyan Univer si t y - j ker r @iwu.edu - (309) 530-3019

Ref er ences
Univ er sit y  of  Ca l if or nia  Sa n Diego:  MFA  Light ing Design -  2 0 0 9  * Ot t er bein Univ er sit y :  BFA  Thea t r e Design/ Tec hnol ogy , Minor  in A r t  -  2 0 0 3

V isit ing A ssist a nt  Pr of essor  of  Thea t r e A r t s: Light ing Design,  Il l inois W esl eya n Univ er sit y :  2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 5

The Out f i t , The Lat vian Societ y, Ph i l adel ph ia PA

9  t o 5  The Musica l !

The Sound of  Music Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Dewi t t  Theat r e, Hol l and MI

Light ing Design (Sel ect ed)

Associat e & Assist ant  Light ing Design (Sel ect ed)

Teaching Exper ience & Educat ion

Car acal l a Dance Theat r e, The Kennedy Cent er , Washingt on DC

The At l ant ic Theat r e, NYCt he Ba l d Sopr a no & The Lesson

The Thir d St or y
The New Gr oup, The Acor n Theat r e, Theat r e Row, NYCev er y t hings Tur ning Int o Bea ut if ul

The Toyot a Cent er , Houst on TX

The La Jol l a Pl ayhouse, Pot iker  Theat r e, La Jol l a CA
Knight s of  t he Moon
Ma da me But t er f l y Dal l as Oper a, Dal l as TX

The Pl aygr oup Theat r e, Whi t e Pl ains NY

Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Par k Theat r e, Hol l and MI
Henr y  V Univ. of  Tol edo, Dept  of  Theat r e & Fi l m Cent er  Theat r e, Tol edo OH

NBA  A l l - St a r  Ga me Ha l f t ime Show  '1 5  Madison Squar e Gar dens, New Yor k Ci t y NY

Uni t ed Scenic Ar t ist s Local  829     •      www.St ephenSakowski .com     •      C#(614)208-9812     •      LD@St ephenSakowski .com

NBA  A l l - St a r  Ga me Ha l f t ime Show  '1 2 The Amway Cent er , Or l ando FL

Pr ide a nd Pr ej udice Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Dewi t t  Theat r e, Hol l and MI

Il l inois Wesl eyan Univer si t y, McPher son Theat r e, Bl oomingt on IL

BET -  Up Fr ont  2 0 1 1

UC-San Diego, Mandel l  Weiss Theat r e, La Jol l a CA
The La Jol l a Pl ayhouse, For um Theat r e La Jol l a CA

BET Net wor k, The Best  Buy Theat r e, NYC

W omen  on t he V er ge  of  a  Ner v ous Br ea kdow n

W a it ing For  Godot

Bal dwin New Pl ay Fest ival , UC-San Diego

Il l inois Wesl eyan Univer si t y, McPher son Theat r e, Bl oomingt on IL

V a nya  & Sonia  & Ma sha  & Spike Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Par k Theat r e, Hol l and MI

Hoov er  Comes A l iv e!

Les Miser a bl es Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Dewi t t  Theat r e, Hol l and MI
To Kil l  a  Mock ingbir d Hope Summer  Reper t or y Theat r e, Dewi t t  Theat r e, Hol l and MI

Univ. of  Tol edo, Dept  of  Theat r e & Fi l m Cent er  Theat r e, Tol edo OH
Lit t l e Shop of  Hor r or s Univ. of  Tol edo, Dept  of  Theat r e & Fi l m Cent er  Theat r e, Tol edo OH

 

 

 

 

 

V. Grants, Grant Proposals and Contracts 
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VI. Service 
 

College 

 

 Lighting Superv isor for CoCA Holiday Showcase (University of Toledo, Fall 2015) 

Contributed to the process of producing CoCA’s annual Holiday Showcase at Doermann 

Theatre.  

 

Department 

 Search Committee (University of Toledo, Summer 2016): Contributed to the process that 

resulted in the hiring of James Stover as the new Visiting Assistant Professor of 

Acting/Directing. 

 Search Committee (University of Toledo, Summer 2016): Contributed to the process that 

resulted in the hiring of Caitlyn Tella as the new Visiting Assistant Professor of 

Acting/Voice/Movement. 

 Search Committee (University of Toledo, Fall 2015): Contributed to the process that 

resulted in the hiring of Nate White as the new Lecturer in Technical Direction. 

 Season Selection Committee (University of Toledo, 2015-2016). Responsible for selecting 

plays and musicals for possible production in the Dept. of Theatre and Film’s 2016-2017 

season, reading scripts selected by other members of the committee, commenting in 

favor of or against the production of selected scripts, and contributing to decisions 

regarding season event programming and season themes. 

 Attended Faculty Meetings (2015-2016) 

 

Other 

 Superv ised and coordinated a complete reorganization to the planning, inventory and 

storage of the University of Toledo, Department of Theatre and Film’s lighting and sound 

equipment.  

 

 

VII. Professional Memberships, Awards and Distinctions 
 

MEMBERSHIPS 

 United Scenic Artists, I .A.T.S.E. Local 829 

 U.S.I .T.T. 

 

 


