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INTRODUCTION

River week, participating ¢
community event Clean Your Stre
UT Master Plans process, and the dedicatio
path next to the Law School (with support from the
Green Fund). All of these projects and activities align closely
with the aforementioned proprieties of the Commission as
identified ten years ago..

As we look forward to 2017 and beyond, the time has arrived
for the Commission to revisit its mission and priorities, reflect on
progress made to date, and consider updates fo
recommendations, planning goals, projects and activities still
necessary to envision the broad vision set forth in 2006 and
consider new issues and approaches for our work, During the
coming year, informed by the University community and the UT
Master Plans, the Commission will develop a new charge and
direction for our work with the continued aim to improve the
3,700 feet of Ottawa River on our campus.

Sincerely,

Dr Patrick L. Lawrence

Chair, UT President’s Commission on the River
December 2016
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Bridge View

by Tyler Westendorf

2016 Student River Photography Contest
2nd Place winner



The University of Toledo operates under a current N
storm water permit from the Ohio EPA that requires
attention and actions to address water runoff from our
buildings, parking lots and other surfaces on all
campuses. Work is ongoing to improve storm water
management as required by this permit, including:

» Marking all storm drains to indicate their role as
direct discharge points into a river, intent to
education and address potential sources from spills
(see photo above, on left)

» Dry screen sampling from all major river outfalls (see
examples in photo above, on right) to determine if
any significant contaminants are entering the river

* Ongoing education and outreach, including
participating in the annual community Clean Your
Streams events

* These and other activities will continue and
expanded in future years to ensure UT is in
compliance with our MS4 storm water permit




THE PRESIDENT’S COMMISSION ON THE RIVER
The River Runs Through It

Report to the President
December 15, 2006

During meetings throughout 2016 the Commission started
review the 2006 report that provided the mission, planni
concepts, priorities, and recommendations for its work, 4nd
that has guided its efforts over the last decade
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First, highlights from the successes and progress over the last 10 years
have been noted as:

Completion of the $500,000 river restoration with the installation
of 12 major in-stream habitat structures, plus removal of 100s of
non-native plants, replaced by over 1,600 new native plans;
Install of 8 new river information signs;

Creation of five storm water mitigation projects, including two
rain gardens;

Improved public access with the construction of two river
overlooks and over 1,200 of river paths;

Removal of the public contact advisory and signage;
Hosting the annual Celebrate Our River week;

Participating in the community Clean Your Streams event, wit
serving as partner and kickoff location, and resulting in 1000
items removed by over 1,400 total volunteers since 2005;
Facilitating student research, engagement, outdoor class
activities for 100s of students;

Numerous public and professional presentations, medi
coverage, and publications based on this work;
Via grants and donations, raising over $600,000 in exyernal
funding support.




OTTAWA RIVER COMMISSION the COLLABORATIVE n¢

» In terms of updates to the 2006 plan, including potential future
activities and projects, initial ideas have included:

>

Advance consideration for the wetland floodplain/boardwalk
concept from the 2006 plan (see illustration above);

Continued focus on storm water mitigation, especially associated
with future parking lot improvements;

A partnership with the UT Environs and Campus Beautification
Committee;

Further additions of river overlook sites, plus lighting along the rivey,
Development of a long term non-native plant management pl
Increased student service learning opportunities;

Progress on establishment of a continuous multi-use path al
the entire length of the river on main campus;

Pursue opportunities associated with lands owned by UT gdtong
Swam Creek at the Health Science Campus.

» It is anticipated that discussions regarding a revised plan for the

Commission will continue during 2017







DEDICANON OF IHE
NEW DAVID ROOIFBRIDGE

the bridge complete
term.

The new bridge incorporates many new and unique
including use elements of the collegiate gothic architecture
characterizes the historical buildings on main campus, use of stone
work, and the engraved name of the Ottawa river — plus wider
sidewalks to improve public safety.

Link to a video of the dedication event


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vwbo8f3XX3U
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NEW RIVER FEATR

With $15,000 in support provided by the UT S

970 ft. river path was constructed adjacent to the U
wide stone path extends from the Secor Road bridge to the W
Drive on main campus. Project was completed in October 2016 by
Blanchard Tree and Lawn. In addition to the path, two benches will be
installed at the site to improve public access and enjoyment of the
river.
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COMMISSION MEMBERS (201:6)

Mike Cassidy
Doug Collins, UT sta
Don Curtis, UT staff
Dick Eastop, UT retired
Phil Enderle, The Collaborative
Dr. Hans Gottgens, UT faculty
Matt Horvat, Mannik and Smith

Dr. Cyndee Gurden, UT faculty

Dr. Steve LeBlanc, UT faculty

Amal Mohamel, UT student

Dr. Carol Stepien, UT faculty

Neil Tabor, UT Sustainability Coordinator



Dan Kleftt, UT Faci
UT Facilities & Construction;
UT Safety and Health

UT Foundation and Institutional Advancemen
UT Department of Geography & Planning

UT Department of Environmental Sciences

UT Libraries

Aramark

Senior design class students, UT Civil Engineering
program

UT Campus Environs & Beautification Committee
Partners for Clean Streams Inc.

With funding support provided by:

e UT Foundation Friends of the River
e UT Presidents Office



“ Reflections”

by Isha Muthreja
2016 Student River Photography Contest
3" Place winner

For more information on the Commission refer to our
Facebook page , or website at
www.utoledo.edu/commissions /fiver



