ECE Partner Teachers – Mini Case Study

ECE Partner Teacher – Lourdes Ramirez


Lourdes Ramirez is 25 years old. She has been a teacher of 4 year olds in a rural Head Start program for the last 2 years before which she was an assistant for 2 years. She began a CDA program at the regional C.C. however she has not been enrolled in classes since 2007. She has indicated that she is not sure of her interest in completing the CDA or continuing her work with young children. She has a 6 year old daughter and a 4 year old son. She is not married but has had a long term relationship with a young man who is the father of the 4 year old. He is now working in Florida installing commercial flooring on a short-term contract (6 mos.). 


While Lourdes would like to complete a degree and earn a better living, she is overwhelmed with managing her children as a single parent.  She doe have extended family in the area, including 3 older sisters and a younger brother, as well as her mother and grandmother. While they are helpful, only one sister has completed a degree beyond high school. According to Lourdes, higher education is not something with which 1st generation Mexican-Americans are comfortable. Lourdes is bilingual and considers herself the only fluent English speaker in her family. The family moved to the Midwest when she was 11 years old. Lourdes is not sure what her future holds but for now, she will remain with Head Start until something better comes along. She is hopeful that when her boyfriend returns, she may be able to talk him into moving to Chicago. 


You have been her ‘partner’ since September, when you began proving itinerant services to two children in her classroom.  Angel is 4 years old and has mild cerebral palsy along with related communication/language delays. Desiree is also 4 and has social and behavioral skills as an IEP objective. 
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