Module 1—Rationale for Consultation in Itinerant ECSE Service Delivery
Content and Focus of the Module

The purpose of Module 1 is to “set the stage” for the training.  This module focuses on the supports that must be in place in order for young children with disabilities to benefit from an inclusive environment and access the general curriculum.  It’s important to note that the content presented in this training is based on several assumptions of inclusive early childhood settings.  IF these assumptions are met, then it is proposed that a consultative approach to itinerant service delivery is a preferred model of delivering services as compared to a direct service approach.

Principles of consultation are introduced in this module—more in depth information will be presented later in the modules.  In this module, it is important that participants understand the difference between a DIRECT model of service delivery and an INDIRECT, or triadic method.  Within a triadic approach, the primary focus of the itinerant ECSE teacher’s attention is on the child’s primary caregiver, whether that person is an ECE teacher, parent, or other adult.  A take-home message for this module is that what’s important is what happens BETWEEN itinerant ECSE visits.  If itinerant ECSE teachers are working effectively with their adult partners, then children will receive individualized support throughout the day and across the week. 
Follow-Up Activities

Questions at the end of this module can be used to promote discussion and dialogue about the key concepts presented.  We hope that they will serve as an opportunity for participants to reflect on their knowledge and skills related to consultation.

If needed as a follow up activity, encourage participants to provide a short written reflection focusing on the amount and quality of individualized instruction children they visit receive between itinerant visits.  How is the amount and quality of this instruction related to what they do during itinerant visits?  How is it related to the overall quality of the environment?  Use this information as a way to review key concepts presented in Module 1 and introduce concepts presented in Module 2.
