 Project DIRECT 2007

Defining Itinerant Roles for 

Early Childhood Teachers
ECE Partner Teachers – Mini Case Studies

ECE Partner Teacher – Laura Francini


Laura Osborne is 25 years old. She has been a teacher of 4 year olds in a suburban/rural Head Start program for the last 2 years before which she was an assistant for 2 years. She has earned the CDA and an Associate’s Degree in Child Care Technology. Laura is enrolled at State U. part-time and is completing a 4 year degree in Early Childhood Education so that she can pursue a job as a kindergarten teacher. She does not have a family and has stated that she is ‘focused on completing a degree’.


You have been her ‘partner’ since September, when you began proving itinerant services to two children in her classroom.  Angel is 4 years old and has mild cerebral palsy along with related communication/language delays. Desiree is also 4 and has social and behavioral skills as a target of her IEP. 

ECE Partner Teacher– Clarice Tyler


Clarice is a 34 year old pre-school lead teacher. She works at a for-profit preschool that provides before and after child care for 40 children. She has a classroom of fourteen preschoolers between 3-5 years of age. She was a secretary and waitress for many years after completing high school. Currently, she is working on an Associate’s Degree in ECE and is scheduled to graduate in 2009. She is quite pleased with this prospect as she states she ‘did it the hard way’. She has 3 children and had her 1st child at 18 as a single mother. She became pregnant again at 20 and married. She has been divorced since 1998.  Clarice is very energetic however she has her hands full with work and 3 children ages 14, 12 and 9. The children all attend school and return to her mother’s house after school. Clarice has expressed some interest in learning more about ‘special needs’. 

ECE Partner Teacher – Delisa Jeter


Delisa is a 42-year old preschool teacher at the Twelve Apostles preschool in the inner city. She has a high school degree and some credits from community college studies which she began in 1982 after graduating from high school. She dropped out of community college and began in the childcare ‘business’ when she was 20. She left after a year to raise her 4 children. She reentered the profession at age 30 and was an assistant at the AME Zion Preschool for 6 years before accepting the position at Twelve Apostles in 1999. Delisa says that she just loves being around children. She realizes that she is not in a position to increase her income without pursuing formal education however she has stated that she has no interest in attending college ‘with her kids’. Delisa has been your ‘partner’ since February 2004.
ECE Partner Teacher – Martha McTigue


Martha is a 33 year pre-K teacher at the Mount Ida Montessori School. She was a public school kindergarten teacher for 2 years following graduation from college. She married and left the profession to begin a family. She has 2 children, ages 8 and 5. She was unsuccessful in securing a K-2 teaching position and she assumed responsibilities as a preschool teacher in Fall 05. Martha earned her Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from State U. (with Ohio teacher certification in K-6). She has indicated that she is happy to be back working as a teacher however she would really prefer a position in a public school in the primary grades. Martha also has indicated that she might consider returning to State U. part-time to begin graduate work on a license in Special Education as there appear to be positions available in special education. Martha also seems interested in learning more about the conditions that affect some children in special education as well as appropriate teaching strategies. 
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