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HIGHLIGHTS

Election of officers
Undergraduate Curriculum update
Core Curriculum Committee update
Rocket Launch presentation
Note: The remarks of the Senators and others are summarized and not verbatim. The taped recording of this meeting is available in the Faculty Senate office or in the University Archives. 

Chair Wilson called the meeting to order. Alice Skeens, Executive Secretary called the roll.

I.
Roll Call –2006-2007 Senators
Present:  Ariss,  Barlowe, Barnes, Bischoff, Bopp, Byers, Chen, Cluse-Tolar, Edwards (Baines), Floyd, Funk, Hamer, Horan, Humphrys, Johanson, Kennedy, Lambert, Lundquist, Monsos, Olson, Peseckis, Piazza, Poling, Pope, Reid, Ritchie, Skeens, Spongberg, Stoudt,  Teclehaimanot, Templin, Thompson-Casado, Traband, Tramer, Wedding, Wilson, Wolff, Zallocco (38)

Excused:      Bresnahan , Cave, Fink,  Hudson, Klein, McInerney, Moorhead (for Morrissey), Ott Rowlands, Randolph (for Friedman), Schall, (10)
Unexcused:    King,  Niamat  (2)
A quorum of incumbents was present.

Continuing Senators:  Ariss, Barlowe, Baines, Barnes, Bischoff, Byers, Chen, Cluse-Tolar, Fink, Floyd, Funk, Hamer, Horan, Hudson, Humphrys, Johanson, Kennedy, Klein, Lambert, Lundquist, McInerney, Monsos, Morrissey, Olson, Peseckis, Piazza, Pope, Schall, Skeens, Spongberg, Teclehaimanot, Thompson-Casado,  Wedding, Wolff, Zallocco.
New Senators:  Barden, Fournier, Greninger, Hefzy, Hottell, Jakobson, Kistner, LaBlanc, Lipscomb, Moorhead,  Piotrowski, Relue, Stierman, Ventura, Wikander, 

Excused absence:  Hottell, Jakobson

Unexcused absence:  Moorhead, Lipscomb
II. Approval of Minutes 

There were no minutes for approval.
III. Executive Committee Report 

Chair Wilson:  The first item of the Executive Committee Report is the resolution that is coming from the Executive Committee and it is entitled Faculty Senate Resolution of Thanks to Dr. Rob Sheehan and it reads:
Faculty Senate Resolution of Thanks to

 Dr. Robert Sheehan

Whereas, 
Robert Sheehan as Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 


and as Interim Provost, provided for continued development 


of outstanding academic programs and provided stability 


during a time of transition; and

Whereas,
he has developed, maintained and advanced strong programs 


of research; and

Whereas,
he has been involved in outreach and engagement; and

Whereas,
he has supported student centeredness in word and deed; and

Whereas,
he has initiated and maintained professionalism and 



cooperation of the faculty; and

Whereas,
he has believed in and supported shared governance;

Therefore,
let it be resolved that we, the Faculty Senate commend, 


appreciate and thank Dr. Sheehan for all of his efforts. 

Chair







Vice Chair

Any comments or discussions?   All those in favor of the resolution, please say “aye”, opposed, same sign.
Passed unanimously.

This will be my last Executive Committee report.  About a year ago after I was elected the Chair of Faculty Senate, I ran into Dr. Lloyd Jacobs and he first thanked me then he said I may regret this.  But I am happy to report that after a year I have no regrets, I’m glad that I did this.  This has been an intense year in both challenge and threats.  It was a year of white papers, a void of any conception of a comprehensive University with a strong role for the Social Sciences, Humanities, Visual and Performing Arts. It was a year of mergers and hostile takeovers, of resolutions giving the President the authority to write the Faculty Senate Constitution, a Board resolution granting kinship powers to presidents and sheer governance summits proposing to abolish the Faculty Senate and replace it with a University Council dominated by administrators.  This was the year that threatened to silence the University-wide voice of the faculty.  It was a year of threats and challenges; it was a year of a challenge to merge the two senates and to have the faculty write its own constitution, and through it the entire faculty survived and the voice of the faculty remains strong and hopefully it will continue to grow.  I want to thank my Executive Committee, I couldn’t have survived this without them and their support.  We would not have come through this storm without the support of an extremely strong and active Executive Committee.  There were times when I was getting completely overwhelmed and they just carried me through.  I want to thank them all for this.
I am especially thankful to Barbara Floyd and her strength, her attention to detail and her inexhaustible energy and she pulled the Constitution through as she served on both, the Executive Committee and the Constitution Committee.  I am very thankful for Andy Jorgensen for continuing with us on the Executive Committee for his strength and wisdom and persistence and he, too, helped to pull the Constitution together.  His support has been of immeasurable value.  I am grateful to Walt Olson.  Let me say this, and I mean this in the most complimentary way. I can say this that there were times when we needed compromisers and conciliators, but at other times we needed bull dog fighters.  And this is a compliment to Walt, when we needed to fight the most, he was there, and very eager to fight.  Let me say, Walt, I never apologized for you and some people said that I should apologize.  I’m also grateful to Bernie Bopp. There were times when I never thought I would see Bernie Bopp get angry and passionate, but this year I did. I witnessed that.  And he got angry once in front of the President when he told him off about the presidential powers issue.  So thanks.  In fact I can’t thank the Executive Committee enough and of course, Alice Skeens because she has been my backbone, her wisdom, her strength her candor and honesty, especially the times when she said, “Oh, yes, this was a hostile takeover.”  But I’m trying to think of diplomatic ways of saying this and right to the point.  Thanks.  Steve Peseckis, who joined us late, and his support was very valuable. (He replaced Al Cave).  Even more so as he served as the chair of the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee. 
One of the things I want to say about Al Cave who was a member of the Executive Committee but stepped down early this year.  I always looked up to Al Cave.  He was the Dean of College of A&S when I was first hired here and I considered him as a mentor.  When I see citations from the University of Toledo faculty members, I see Al Cave.  He was an outstanding scholar.  He has been a strong, strong voice for the faculty, and I was sorry to see him retiring.  Nick Piazza, another strong fighter on the Executive Committee and of unlimited value. Your strength, your fighting spirit also helped us pull through.  So thanks, Nick.  And our secretary, I am saving the best for last.  If there is anybody I should be apologizing to should be our secretary.  Especially when we were pouring work on her. And just as she finished the work such as the elections, we had to do it all over again.  Kathy, thank you for all your work.  I also want to thank the full Senate too because there were times when we needed the Senate to stand up and take a strong stand. And there were times this year when this Senate has stood up at the right moment and I appreciated that.  It’s been a tough year and we’ve had some pretty tough behind the scenes discussions.  But our whole purpose was to preserve the Faculty Senate and preserve the strong voice for the faculty and we weren’t going to back down from that.  I am glad that you all gave me the opportunity to do that, and I enjoyed being able to stand up for the faculty.  And if given that chance again, I wouldn’t do it for another ten years.  I’m glad I did this.  Thank you.
Let’s now move to the elections.

Senator Stoudt:  Everyone should have a copy of the recent list of senators.  You should pick one up from the table.  At the top are those of us who are finishing our term, in the middle those of us who are continuing, and at the bottom of the list are the 15 (fifteen) newly elected senators.  So please, only the ones in the middle and on the bottom list will be voting, as only those people are eligible for election to any office.  Just today I received the results of the UCAP and UCS elections.  The UCAP – University Committee on Academic Personnel elected are:  from A&S  Alice Skeens, from Business Administration Don Wedding, and from the HSHS is Sue Telljohann.  Elected to UCS - the University Committee on Sabbaticals are: from A&S is Renee Heberle, from Business Administration Sonny Ariss, and from Engineering Ron Fournier. Congratulations everyone. I would like to take this opportunity to thank my committee, Alison Spongberg and Mark Horan, for helping me out with the elections; as you know, we had to re-do some of the ballots. Nonetheless, we got them done in time for today, and I appreciate everyone’s cooperation in that regard.  So, today we will have our election interspersed with other business, and we will begin with the position of chair.  We will take nominations for the position of chair,  close the nominations, and then ask each of the nominees to stand up and say a few words about him/herself.
Senator Skeens:   I would like to nominate Barb Floyd.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:   Barb, do you accept?

Senator Floyd:    Sure.

Senator Stoudt:   Any other nominations for the position of chair?

Senator Thompson-Casado:  I would like to nominate Walt Olson.
Senator Stoudt:   Is there a second?

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:  Walt, do you accept?

Senator Olson:   Yes.

Senator Stoudt:   Other nominations? If none, I move that the nominations be closed. Is there a second?
It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:   Walt and Barbara, alphabetically, Barbara will you say a few things about yourself?

Senator Floyd:  I appreciate being nominated for this position.  Rather than talking about me, I would like to talk about what the Senate needs to do.  This is my third term in the Senate, my second year on the Executive Committee, and I have had the opportunity to observe what we do really well as a Senate and what we don’t do so well as a Senate.  What we do well as a Senate is that we come together every two weeks and we talk about concerns, eloquently state our positions, and speak passionately about issues and concerns of the university from the faculty perspective. What we don’t do very well is to follow through with implementation and taking the actions that reflect our opinions. I think this year has been perhaps worse than most because we have been left to simply react to events happening around us and have not had the opportunity to be proactive,  to really do what our constitution says, which is to run the academic affairs of the University, and I think that’s unfortunate. 

The first thing that comes to mind that we didn’t do this year is we didn’t evaluate the deans. We were supposed to do that. We didn’t hold the Promotion and Tenure Workshop. We were supposed to do that too.  We never moved off the table a policy regarding faculty authorship of textbooks that they use in their classes, that’s something that’s been hanging around for a year and a half. And that’s unfortunate. That’s not the fault of any one person, it’s probably as much the fault of the Executive Committee as anyone. I think it’s our fault because we have been bombarded with so many things this year.  I hope that next year it will be a little easier. I think what we need to do to make this an effective Senate is to resurrect our committee structure, work through log items that assign responsibilities to committees, and give deadlines for completion.  We also need to resurrect the University committee structure which has fallen apart.  There are committees that don’t exist anymore, and certainly faculty voices on these committees are few and far between.  As far as who I am, I have been in the Senate for three terms, I also have three degrees from this university, so if anyone reflects both the good and the bad of this institution I suppose I do. I would very much appreciate the opportunity to serve the University, and more importantly to get back to the faculty who have given me so much.  

Thank you.

Senator Olson:     I will tell you exactly what I have been telling everybody for six months and that was I did not want to run, and I still don’t.  A number of people came to me and asked me to run and I’ve been telling them ”no”.  But I finally said, ”OK.  If you think that I’m the best person that the University and the Senate needs at this time then I will do it and I will serve.”  I really view this coming year as a short year, because we will have a new constitution.  It’s extremely important that we preserve the elected voice of the faculty this coming year.  I heard the president speak before the BOT committee on trusteeship and administration and state that he does not believe that the voice of the faculty should be heard outside the colleges.  And yet you also heard him state what he stated at the last meeting.  I also heard at the same meeting that he didn’t think the constitution was ready yet to be presented to the BOT.  And, you also heard what he said at this meeting. 

This year we are going to need a very strong leadership and I have to tell you this, I have never been diplomatic., What I have done and will continue to do, if elected as your chair is to insure that we don’t get trampled in the process.  I think that’s going to be our greatest challenge in this coming year. Somebody has to stand up and say to this President, “This is wrong.  We are supposed to be a part of the leadership of this University.  You are entrusted with certain duties and so are we.”  I think that’s extremely important.  There are a lot of things we didn’t accomplish this year and I’m glad Barb enumerated those.  We were quite distracted with the constitution and writing the constitution.  I served on that executive committee as did Barb for what we didn’t do.  It’s our fault that it didn’t happen.  I will tell you this, that we will try to do better next year.  Thank you.

Senator Stoudt: Thank you.  Faculty senators will now vote for one candidate for the position of chair. Please make sure that you are a continuing or a new senator to be able to vote.
Unidentified speaker:  A question, what’s the relationship between this election and the merged senate to come?

Chair Wilson:  This election is just for the faculty on the main campus.  The two senates do not merge, the new constitution does not go into effect until after it’s approved by the HSC Faculty Senate and after it’s voted on by all the faculty.  So until then, we need continued leadership representing the main campus.

Senator Olson:   And by the Board of Trustees.

Chair Wilson:    Yes, and it has to be approved by the BOT, also.  While the ballots are being counted we will continue with our agenda.  Steve Peseckis is next.
Senator Peseckis:  I present these courses for your approval. Are there any questions at this point?  If not, all those in favor of accepting these courses please say ‘aye’, opposed, same sign.
Passed unanimously.

Course Modifications and New Courses Approved by the Faculty Senate 
on May 1, 2007

College of Education
New Course (2)
SPED 4820
Introduction to Research in Vision

3-5 ch

SPED 4830
Assessment in Vision

3-5 ch
Course Modification (4)
SPED 4800
Vision Impairment
3 ch

Change title to “Introduction to Vision Impairment and Blindness”

Change prerequisites from “SPED 2040; SPED 2910” to “Permission of instructor; SPED 2040; and SPED 2910”

Update catalog description

SPED 4810
Implications of Low Vision

3 ch

Change prerequisites from “SPED 2040; SPED 2910” to “Permission of instructor; SPED 2040; and SPED 2910”

Update catalog description

SPED 4870
Education of the Blind and Visually Impaired

Change prerequisites from “SPED 2040; SPED 2910” to “Permission of instructor; SPED 2040; and SPED 2910”

Update catalog description

SPED 4880
Technology and Independent Skills for Persons with Visual Impairment

3 ch

Change title to “Independence Skills and Technologies for the Blind and Visually Impaired”

Change prerequisites from “SPED 2040; SPED 2910” to “Permission of instructor; SPED 2040; and SPED 2910”

Update catalog description

College of Engineering
New Course  (8)
CIVE 1110 Computer Aided Drafting for Civil Engineers  1 ch

MIME 3380
Modeling and Control of Engineering Systems  3 ch

BIOE  3950 Co-Op Experience  1 ch
CHEE 3950 Co-Op Experience  1 ch
CIVE 3950 Co-Op Experience  1 ch

EECS 3950 Co-Op Experience  1 ch
ENGT 3950 Co-Op Experience  1 ch
MIME 3950 Co-Op Experience  1 ch
Course Modification  (1)
CIVE 1100 Measurements and Computer Aided Design for Civil Engineers  4 ch

Change title to “Civil Engineering Measurements”

Change credit hours to “3”

Change co-requisite to “CIVE 1110”

Update catalog description

College of Health Sciences and Human Services
New Course  (1)
KINE 3200
Advanced Human Anatomy
2 ch

Chair Wilson:  Next is Marcia King-Blandford.  Is she here?  She is not here.

Debby has the results.

Senator Stoudt:   Congratulations Barb.  I will now take nominations for vice chair of Faculty Senate for the 2007-08 Main Campus Faculty Senate.

Senator Wedding:  I nominate Dr. Olson again for vice chair.

Senator Stoudt:  Is there a second?

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:   Walt, do you accept?

Senator Olson:   Yes.

Senator Skeens:  I move that the nominations be closed.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt: There will be a vote by acclamation.  All those in favor of Walt as vice chair of the Faculty Senate, please say “aye”.  Opposed?  None. Congratulations, Walt.  

Slightly out of order from the list in the constitution, but the way we normally do things is to elect the executive secretary.  I should clarify that there are two secretaries for the Main Campus Faculty Senate:  there is Kathy Grabel, who does the heavy lifting, and there is the executive secretary who takes the roll and who helps Kathy with the minutes when Kathy transcribes them. Sometimes it’s a challenge. Now I would like to open the floor for nominations for the executive secretary.

Senator Wedding:  I would like to nominate Dr. Jamie Barlowe.

Senator Stoudt:   Is there a second?

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:  Jamie, do you accept?

Senator Barlowe:  No.

Senator Stoudt:  Other nominations?

Senator Olson:  I nominate Dr. Alice Skeens.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:   Alice, do you accept?

Senator Skeens:   Yes.

Senator Olson:   I move that the nominations be closed.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt: There will be a vote by acclamation.  All those in favor of Alice as the executive secretary, please say “aye”.   Opposed?  None. Congratulations, Alice.

Now for the nominations for members-at-large. We will be electing two individuals from one slate of candidates.  Those of us who have served on A&S Council may be familiar with separate ballots for each member-at-large, but the Faculty Senate election is different.  So we are looking for nominations and we will be electing the top two vote-getters in this category.

Senator Wedding:  Do we then elect people to the BOT?

Senator Stoudt:   That’s a separate election for those two positions:  Board representative and alternate Board  representative.  Now I’m looking for nominations for members at large.
Senator Floyd:   Sharon Barnes.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:  Sharon, do you accept?

Senator Barnes:   Yes.

Unidentified speaker:   Steven LeBlanc.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:  Steve do you accept?

Senator LeBlanc:  Yes.

Senator Wedding:   Ron Fournier.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:  Ron, do you accept?

Senator Fournier:  Yes.

Senator Barnes:  I would like to nominate Jamie Barlowe.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:   Jamie, do you accept?

Senator Barlowe:  Yes.

Unidentified speaker:  I would like to nominate Jim Pope.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:  Jim, do you accept?

Senator Pope:  I am going on a sabbatical.

Senator Thomson-Casado:  Harvey Wolff.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:   Harvey, do you accept?

Senator Wolff:   Yes. 

Senator Olson:  I move that the nominations be closed.

It was seconded.

Senator Wedding:   Do we vote for one or two?

Senator Stoudt:  We vote for two.  Two top vote getters will be elected. 
Chair Wilson:  While the elections are going on, we will move down to the next item on our agenda which is the Rocket Launch presentation.
VP. Patten Wallace:  I just wanted to give you some background.  At last year’s Rocket Launch Dr. Jacobs charged a cross group of individuals at the University to look at Rocket Launch and identify ways we might be able to improve or enhance.  In approaching the task, we used feedback from parents and students who had attended Rocket Launch to make sure that we are addressing the most important things to them.  The three things that we were told that are the most important are:

· Getting them registered

· Dealing with financial aid

· Housing and housing assignments

Another goal was to shorten the day.  Other issues were related to the appearance of the Student Union. Recognizing that major building renovations would require significant dollars, we decided to focus on decorations such as balloons, pictures, and decorations to make the space more vibrant.  Zauyah Waite who is the Assoc. VP & Dean of Students is going to give you a brief overview of a presentation that we made to Dr. Jacobs in terms of the enhancements to Rocket Launch, and following that we will be happy to answer any questions.

Assoc. VP Waite:   Thank you and I will try very briefly to share with you what we have in store for everybody, particularly the incoming students. Basically some of the opportunities that we were given to enhance the Rocket Launch program is to be able to work collaboratively with CCI.  CCI is Center for Creative Instruction on the Medical Campus and we produced an orientation website and we were also able to do a welcome video.  This welcome video will be showcased at the orientation program that will feature the President and also the Provost. We are also establishing regular communication with the academic side to answer questions and are able to resolve issues so that we have a smooth process.  We also have increased involvement with faculty members, a lot more participation from senior leadership such as being greeters and do the general welcome for the students.  We have speaking roles that will be scripted and speakers can  go through a rehearsal. This is to ensure we have consistency in quality for our presentations. One of the biggest comments that came back from evaluations is that incoming students are not given the opportunity to interact with fellow incoming students and also current students, so we will provide that opportunity.  They want one on one individualized attention and efficient service.  I want to highlight a couple of things that we are going to do:

· We tend to have huge lines for students when they want to get their Rocket Card at the end of the day, that’s because we were only using one camera.  So now we will have two cameras to make this process a little more efficient.

· In regards to individualized sessions in the past we have done the money matters and sessions in financial aid with the entire big group.  The reality is that every student has different needs and what we are doing is actually presenting three different sessions. One for those who need to complete their FAFSA and have not done so, and another session for those who have already completed it so that we can move them forward, and the third group would be those that will not need FAFSA at all but will need one of the other financial support means.  These are the three groups.

· Another highlight is that we want to enhance communication with the incoming students such as communicating with them to make sure that they are all ready to attend their Rocket Launch.  For example, we are hoping that we will have minimum number of students who have not taken their placement test prior to Rocket Launch.  We have had quite a number of students who have to take their placement test on the day of Rocket Launch.  We are trying to eliminate that by communicating with them constantly.  Then after Rocket Launch we are going to send them a post card basically connecting with them telling them thank you for attending Rocket Launch, we are glad that you came, and if they have any questions we will give them a website they can refer to or they can contact us.  


Another thing that is extremely important in any organization is that we portray team 
work, unity and support as we present Rocket Launch, and hopefully that it will also be 
the spirit that the students will develop with one another.  Finally, it is important to have 
an evaluation so we will work with Institutional Research to make sure we develop a 
valid tool that we can utilize with families and students.

Senator Stoudt:  I will interrupt since we have another meeting here at 4:00.  Congratulations to Jamie and Harvey, you are the new members-at-large.  We will now take nominations for the BOT representative.  I need to clarify:  the chair of the Senate is actually the representative to the BOT and the vice chair of Senate is the alternate to the BOT.  So the individual that we will be electing is the second alternate.  So right now I am taking nominations for the second alternate BOT rep.

Senator Wedding:  Matthew Wikander.
It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:  Matthew, do you accept?

Senator Wikander:   I accept. 

Senator Ariss:  Ron Fournier.

Senator Fournier:   No, thanks.

Unidentified speaker:  Sonny Ariss.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:   Sonny, do you accept?

Senator Ariss:  Yes.

Senator Cluse-Tolar:   Nick Piazza.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:  Nick, do you accept?

Senator Piazza:   Yes.

Senator Edwards:  Berhane Teclehaimanot.
It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:  Berhane, do you accept?

Senator Teclehaimanot:  Yes.

It was seconded. 
Unidentified speaker:  I move that the nominations be closed.  It was seconded.
Senator Stoudt:   We have four names here:  Sonny Ariss, Matthew Wikander, Nick Piazza and Berhane Teclehaimanot.  You are voting for only one of the nominees.

Assoc. VP Waite:   I will now show you the movie, while you are continuing with your meeting.  This is what we will be screening.  (a video is shown).

Hopefully this will encourage you to visit Rocket Launch. This is also on the website and you can visit the website on your own.

VP for Student Affairs Patten-Wallace:   One thing that we wanted to leave you with is that we will be coming to you as individual faculty asking you to participate in Rocket Launch. Thank you again.

Senator Stoudt:  Congratulations, Nick, you are the new rep to BOT.   Final ballot of the day:  alternate rep to BOT.   I wanted to point out that both of the Board representatives are part of the Executive Committee.  Nominations, please.

 Senator Fournier:  Sonny Ariss.

Senator Stoudt:  Sonny, do you accept?

Senator Ariss:   No.

Unidentified speaker:  Matt Wikander.

Senator Stoudt:  Matt?

Senator Wikander:  No.

Unidentified speaker:   Sharon Barnes

It was seconded.
Senator Stoudt:   Sharon?

Senator Barnes:   Yes.

Senator Niamat:  Steve LeBlanc.

It was seconded.

Senator Stoudt:   Steve?

Senator LeBlanc:  Yes.

It was moved that the nominations be closed.  It was seconded.

The vote was taken and the ballots were counted.

Senator Stoudt:  Congratulations, Sharon.
Chair Wilson:   Can we entertain the motion to adjourn?

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded.

V.
Calendar Questions


None

VI.
Other Business


Old business:
None


New business:
None

VII.
Adjournment:
meeting was adjourned at 4:05.
Respectfully submitted,






Alice Skeens





Tape summary:  Kathy Grabel

Faculty Senate Executive Secretary


Faculty Senate Office Admin. Secretary
PAGE  
1

