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International, Comparative, Foreign and Domestic: A Virtual Gathering of 
Friends, January 22, 2021 

 

Speaker Bios 

Mary Aguilera, state-tri chair, Ohio Poor People’s Campaign 

MARY AGUILERA is a native of Exeter, N.H. She has lived in Cincinnati, Ohio for 20 years. She has 
worked for Cincinnati Public Schools for 20 years as a teacher's assistant. She has a degree in 
organizational leadership. She is working with Buckeye Environmental Network to stop the 
Appalachian Petrochemical Hub to make single use plastics, radioactive brine spreading, the barging 
of fracking waste in the Ohio River Valley. She is also a tri-chair of the Ohio Poor People's Campaign: A 
National Call for Moral Revival.  

Explore the "The Gift that Keeps Give and When you Just Know." 

James J. Alfini, professor of law and dean emeritus, South Texas College of Law Houston 

JAMES J. ALFINI is dean and professor emeritus at South Texas College of Law Houston. He also 
served as dean at Northern Illinois University College of Law and was a member of the law faculty at 
Florida State University. He has served as chair of the ABA Dispute Resolution Section and Chair of the 
AALS Alternative Dispute Resolution Section. His publications include the co-authored Mediation 
Theory and Practice and Judicial Conduct and Ethics. He received his undergraduate degree from 
Columbia University and his J.D. from Northwestern University. 

Roland Amoussou-Guenou, partner, Vovan & Associes, Bangkok, Thailand 

ROLAND AMOUSSOU-GUENOU, French national originally from Benin is a partner at Vovan & Associes 
and lectures at various institutes and universities in Thailand and Southeast Asia. Docteur en droit de 
l’Université Panthéon Assas (Paris II); co-founder and president of ASIAFRICA Foundation. He is a 
member the Paris Bar Association, former senior legal adviser, International Development Law 
Organization (IDLO) (Rome). Amoussou-Guenou served as adjunct faculty and legal advisor at the 
Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) in Thailand. He has over 20 years of professional experience 
globally, as international law expert, senior legal adviser, adviser to governments and international 
organizations. He specializes in International arbitration and ADR/ODR, intellectual property law, 
public private partnerships, international contracts, mergers and acquisitions, construction law, 
energy law, telecommunication law, banking law, cybercrime law,  crypto currency emerging 
regulations, personal data protection law, and legal coaching for CEOs and managers. 

Penelope (Penny) Andrews, professor of law and co-director, Racial Justice Project, New 
York Law School  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xC7luqdJO-A9wxvNfiHgce-SyTIELnOBl6eW66QZvDc/edit
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PENELOPE ANDREWS joined New York Law School in January 2019 and teaches comparative and 
international law courses and serves as co-director of New York Law School’s Racial Justice Project, 
focusing on international and South African issues. She taught at La Trobe University in Australia,  
CUNY School of Law, and as visiting appointments at U.S. and abroad law schools. Andrews was the 
first Black dean at the University of Cape Town Faculty of Law and first female dean of Albany Law 
School. She is the editor of several journals, published several books and articles and received many 
awards. Andrews served on law school committees, boards of public interest and human rights 
organizations, and is the president of the Law and Society Association. 

Hiro N. Aragaki, professor of law, Loyola Law School Los Angeles 

HIRO N. ARAGAKI is a professor of law at Loyola Law School Los Angeles and a professorial research 
associate at SOAS School of Law in London.  In addition to his work as a neutral and a scholar, 
Professor Aragaki has frequently been called upon to provide ADR training and reform advice in Asia 
and Africa.  He holds degrees from Yale, Stanford, and Cambridge, and is dual qualified in the U.S. and 
U.K.   

Attila Bado, professor of law, director of the Institute of Comparative Law and Legal Theory, 
University of Szeged, Hungary 
ATTILA BADO is a professor of law and the director of the Institute of Comparative Law and Legal 
Theory at the University of Szeged (Szeged, Hungary). His main areas of research are comparative law, 
judicial independence, and the administration of justice. Professor Bado is the author of numerous 
books, textbooks, articles, and essays published in Hungarian, English, French, as well as German. 
Professor Bado has been the recipient of many distinctions, including the Pro Scientia Gold Medal, 
awarded by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences for excellence in mentorship and commitment to 
undergraduate research activities, and he also received the French honorary title of Officer of the 
Order of Academic Palms (Ordre des Palmes Academiques) for his contributions to academics and 
education. 

Paolo Bargiacchi, professor of public international law, Kore University of Enna, Italy. 

PAOLO BARGIACCHI is professor of public international law at Kore University of Enna. He also teaches 
international law of armed conflicts, international human rights law and European Union law. He is a 
member of the Human Rights Committee (Comitato dei diritti umani) of the Italian Society for the 
International Organization (SIOI, Società italiana per l’organizzazione internazionale). He authored 
three books on topics in international law and a treatise on European Union law. He is co-author of a 
treatise on public international law. 

D. Benjamin Barros, dean and professor of law, University of Toledo College of Law 

D. BENJAMIN BARROS joined the College of Law as dean in July 2015. He teaches and writes in the 
areas of property law and theory, regulatory takings, property law reform, and the philosophy of 
science. He is the founding editor of the Journal of Law, Property, and Society, and in 2015, he 
released a casebook on property law with Aspen/Wolters Kluwer. Dean Barros was one of the 
youngest educators to serve on the executive committee of the Association of American Law Schools 
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(AALS) and has served as chair of the AALS Property Section as well as president of the Association for 
Law, Property, and Society. 

Christopher M. Campbell, senior litigation counsel, Baker Hughes  

CHRISTOPHER M. CAMPBELL is a senior litigation counsel for Baker Hughes and advises on 
commercial dispute resolution matters in the oil and gas, energy and technology sectors. He is 
studying Chinese law and international dispute resolution, and has worked on commercial and legal 
matters across multiple continents. He specialized in eminent domain disputes in the state of South 
Carolina and advising the Charleston Port Authority on trade law and international commercial 
arbitration. He was inaugural law clerk to the honorable Jocelyn T. Newman of the South Carolina 
5th Judicial Circuit, member and executive committee for the North American Branch of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators, and vice-chair of communications of ABA International Arbitration Committee. 
Campbell hosts a podcast, "Tales of the Tribunal", profiling figures in international law and business. 

Eric Chaffee, Distinguished University Professor, University of Toledo College of Law 

ERIC CHAFFEE is a Distinguished University Professor at The University of Toledo College of Law.  He 
teaches courses relating to business law, contract law, tax law, and trusts & estates. Professor 
Chaffee’s scholarship focuses on business and tax law. He is an author of the leading treatise on 
securities regulation in cyberspace.  His work has been accepted for publication in numerous law 
reviews, including the Boston College Law Review, Ohio State Law Journal, UC Davis Law Review, and 
Washington and Lee Law Review. 

Nicole Cote, law student, University of Toledo College of Law 

NICOLE COTE is a third-year law student at The University of Toledo College of Law. Cote is an active 
member of Toledo Law's Moot Court through participating in competitions and co-coordinating the 
2020 Fornoff Competition. During the summer of 2020, she was a Public Interest Law Fellowship 
Recipient and interned at Advocating Opportunity. After graduation in May 2021, Cote will begin her 
legal career as a staff attorney at Advocating Opportunity as a Justice for All Fellow through the Ohio 
Access to Justice Foundation to provide direct civil legal services and protections to individuals 
engaged in voluntary sex work. 

Charles Crumpton, Independent Mediator/Arbitrator, Hawaii 

CHARLES W. CRUMPTON is a civil litigation attorney 1978-2014; civil & public policy 
mediator/arbitrator 1985-present; university faculty/trainer in conflict resolution since 1995, Hawai’i, 
US & internationally; ABA Dispute Resolution Section, former Council member and co-chair, 
International Committee & Mediation Committee; Hawai’i State Bar Assn. Co-Chair, Attorney-Client 
Relations Committee; consultant, Accord 3.0; fellow, American College of Civil Trial Mediators; 
Member, National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals; Senior Mediator, Mediate.com; Hawai’i 
Mediation Lawyer of the Year 2016 & Best Lawyers in America and SuperLawyer in ADR since 2008; AV 
Pre-eminent rated, Martindale-Hubbell; founder/President, International Law Foundation; fluent in 
English and Vietnamese. 
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Benjamin G. Davis, professor of law, University of Toledo College of Law 

BENJAMIN D. DAVIS takes his leave after 20 years surrounded by this wonderful group. 

Dorothy M. Davis, president, Dorothy M. Davis Consulting, Griffith J. Davis Photographs & 
Archives 
DOROTHY M. DAVIS is president of Dorothy M. Davis Consulting, an international development 
communications consulting and project management firm that strategically and innovatively 
organizes complex issues into manageable and sustainable solutions. Born in Liberia to U.S. Foreign 
Service parents and raised in Tunisia, Nigeria, Switzerland and the United States, Ms. Davis has 
worked across continents through her assignments with a spectrum of United Nations agencies and 
other international organizations. Ms. Davis also manages and promotes the 55,000 image legacy of 
her and her brother’s father as president of Griffith J. Davis Photographs and Archives. 

View Dorothy Davis’s speech from the conference.  

Constance (Connie) de la Vega, Marshall P. Madison Professor and academic director of 
International Programs and Dean's Circle Scholar, University of San Francisco School of Law 
CONNIE DE LA VEGA is a professor of law at the University of San Francisco. She teaches international 
human rights law and directs the International Human Rights Clinic where students participate at the 
U.N. Human Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland and the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women 
in New York. She also teaches the American Legal Systems class for LL.M. students. She has published 
numerous articles focusing on how to use international law in U.S. courts and has filed amicus curiae 
briefs in U.S. courts addressing international standards. She has filed cases at several international 
bodies. 

Dr. Friederike Emonds, associate professor of German, The University of Toledo College of 
Arts and Letters 
FRIEDERIKE EMONDS is associate professor of German in the Department of World Languages & 
Cultures teaching advanced undergraduate and graduate-level courses of German literature, film, and 
cultural studies. She published on women and war, war-time theater and Holocaust films in English 
and German and presented her work at international and national conferences in the U.S. and in 
Europe. Working on constructions of cultural memories of World War I in German literature in the late 
1920s. Dr. Emonds research interests are 20th and 21st Century German literature and film, memories 
studies, Holocaust studies, war and peace studies, historiography, cultural studies, women and 
gender studies. Her teaching interests are 18th-21st Century German literature, film and film theory, 
contemporary German culture such as food, soccer, identity politics, social changes, migration, 
environment, urbanity, and migrant literature. She is a recipient of many awards and distinguished 
university service. 

Jelani Jefferson Exum, Philip J. McElroy Professor of Law, University of Detroit Mercy School 
of Law 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/dsqmo3sfb46yvm2/Dorothy%20Davis%20Presentation%20in%20Tribute%20to%20Ben%20Davis%20on%20International%20Development%20Communications.pdf?dl=0
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JELANI JEFFERSON-EXUM is a nationally recognized expert in sentencing law and procedure.  She is a  
graduate of Harvard Law School and Harvard College. Previously, she was a professor at The 
University of Toledo College of Law, an associate professor at the University of Kansas School of Law, 
and visiting associate professor at the University of Michigan Law School. She teaches constitutional 
law, criminal law, criminal procedure, sentencing, and race and American law, and has also taught 
comparative criminal procedure. Professor Exum writes mainly in the areas of federal sentencing and 
policing reform, with a focus on racial justice.  

Anthony Paul Farley, Peter Rodino Distinguished Visiting Professor Rutgers Law School & 
Matthews Distinguished Professor of Jurisprudence, Albany Law School 
ANTHONY PAUL FARLEY was the Lassiter Distinguished Visiting Professor at the University of Kentucky 
and the Jefferson Endowed Chair in Trial Advocacy at Thurgood Marshall School of Law in 2014-2015, 
the Haywood Burns Chair in Civil Rights at CUNY School of Law in 2006, and a tenured professor at 
Boston College Law School prior to Albany. Formerly an AUSA in the U.S. Attorney's Office for the 
District of Columbia and a corporate and securities associate with Shearman & Sterling in NYC. Elected 
member of the American Law Institute, executive committee of the Civil Rights Section of the 
Association of American Law Schools, and the Board of Governors of the Society of American Law 
Teachers. Farley's recent work has appeared in Duke, Cambridge, Cornell, Carolina, and the New Press 
anthologies and elsewhere. 

James P. George, professor of law, Texas A&M University School of Law 

PAUL GEORGE is a faculty member at Texas A&M University School of Law in Fort Worth, Texas, where 
he teaches civil procedure, conflict of laws, and international litigation. He recently served as a co-
reporter for the Uniform Law Commission’s project on the Registration of Canadian Money Judgments 
Act, and spoke on that topic at the 2019 annual meeting of the American Society of Comparative Law.  
He is also active in the American Law Institute and currently serves on the consultative groups for the 
Restatement Third of Conflict of Laws and the Restatement Fourth of the Foreign Policy Law of the 
United States.  In the summer of 2020, he co-authored an amicus brief to the Supreme Court regarding 
United States jurisdiction over claims against Boeing for the 2014 Malaysian aircraft disappearance. 

Llewellyn Joseph Gibbons, Distinguished University Professor, University of Toledo College 
of Law 

LLEWELLYN JOSEPH GIBBONS, a faculty member since 1998, is a graduate of Northeastern University 
School of Law (JD), and Temple University School of Law (LLM). Professor Gibbons teaches Antitrust, 
Copyright, Cyberlaw, Ecommerce, Intellectual Property Licensing & Management, Intellectual 
Property Survey, Online Dispute Resolution (ODR), Secured Transactions, Torts, and Trademark law. 
Professor Gibbons’ areas of research include both international and domestic intellectual property 
law, online dispute resolution, intellectual property licensing and management, technology transfer, 
ecommerce, and cyber-law. Professor Gibbons is responsible for coordinating the College of Law’s 
certificate program in Intellectual Property Law, the joint Juris Doctor/Masters in Engineering, and 
other joint degree programs involving the sciences. Professor Gibbons was appointed to the rank of a 



6 
 

Distinguished University Professor effective July 1, 2017 having earned national and international 
recognition.  

 

 

The Hon. Dominique T. Hascher, Cour de Cassation, Paris, France 
DOMINIQUE T. HASCHER, law graduate from Paris and Harvard Universities, Judge, Supreme Judicial 
Court (Cour de cassation, France); former General Counsel and Deputy Secretary General, ICC 
International Court of Arbitration; former Adjunct Professor, University of Paris-Sorbonne and Visiting 
Professor, University College London and University of Texas at Austin School of Law; Advisory Board 
Member, International Council Commercial Arbitration (ICCA); Member, American Law Institute (ALI); 
Hon. Bencher, Gray’s Inn (London).  

Paul C. Hong, Distinguished University Professor, University of Toledo John B. and Lillian E. Neff 
College of Business and Innovation 
 
PAUL C. HONG is a Distinguished University Professor of Global Supply Chain Management and Asian 
Studies of John B. and Lillian E. Neff College of Business and Innovation at The University of Toledo. 
He has received Fulbright-Nehru teaching and research excellence award (2016). His recent books 
include Rising Asia and American Hegemony (Springer, 2020), Creative Innovative Firms (Springer, 
2019), Building Network Capabilities in Turbulent Competitive Environment: (1) Practices of Global Firms 
from Korea and Japan (CRC, 2012) & (2) Business Success Stories from BRICs (CRC, 2014).  His articles 
have been published extensively in journals including the Journal of Operations Management, Journal 
of Supply Chain Management, Journal of Business Logistics, Journal of Journal of Educational 
Technology, IEEE Access, Journal of Business Research, and European Management Journal. His 
research and public lecture interests include global supply chain management, entrepreneurial 
innovation, and the interfaces of ToP and BoP.  
 

Nader Mohamed Ibrahim, professor of commercial law, Law School of Qatar University, Doha, 
Qatar 
NADER M. IBRAHIM is an Egyptian academic, Professor of Commercial Law, Law School of Qatar 
University, since 2017. Read law at the Law School of Alexandria University (1989), where he received 
his graduate studies (1991-1992), including his PhD in International Commercial Law (1998). Mr. 
Ibrahim started his academic career in 1995 at the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and 
Maritime Transport (AAST&MT), Alexandria, Egypt, where he taught Commercial & Maritime Laws, 
International Business Law, and Arbitration Law. At his home institution, he occupied different 
administrative posts, leading to that of a Dean (2013-2016). He carries a regular consultancy and 
arbitration practice;  CRCICA List of Arbitrators, where he served in 12 cases. Previous ICC Intern and 
ICSID Projects’ Assistant. Research focus on International Arbitration, from the perspective of the Arab 
World. 



7 
 

Hassanayn Joseph, J.D., M.A., Attorney 

HASSANAYN JOSEPH received his bachelor in Political Science, Master in Sociology and his J.D from 
The University of Toledo.  Upon graduation from Law School he began Practicing Civil Rights at The 
Advocates for Basic Legal Equality where he spent 3 1/2 years.  He now has opened his own general 
practice.  He is currently the Board Chair of Pathways - Lucas County's designated Community Action 
Agency.  He sits on several other boards within the community and is active on several committees of 
the Toledo Bar Association. 

Odette Lagace, independent translator, Toledo, Ohio 

ODETTE LAGACE was born Quebec, Canada. LL.B. from University of Montreal, and LL.M from 
University of Paris II in international economic and business law. Practiced both in Canada and in 
France, often on the international level, deploying her skills, multilingualism and multiculturalism. 
Assistant Legal Counsel, ICC International Court of Arbitration Secretariat (1993). Promoted to 
Canadian Legal Counsel (1996). Lawyer, in international commercial arbitration with Freshfields, Paris 
then with Norton Rose, Montreal with former Ambassador Yves L. Fortier. Director, Court Office of the 
Canadian Commercial Arbitration Centre and the Court Office of the ADR Sport RED Program. In 2005, 
unanimoulsy nominated Ombuds, Laval University for a five-year mandate. After her marriage to 
Benjamin Davis, she moved to the USA where she started the Ohio Supreme Court Translator and 
Court Interpreter Certification Program and is an independent translator. 

Dr. Jeremy I. Levitt, Distinguished Professor of International Law, FAMU College of Law 

JEREMY LEVITT was the first Black male law dean in Canada, first African-American dean in any 
discipline. Founder and president of the Stono Institute for Freedom, Justice and Security.   Dr. Levitt 
is a pioneering internationally recognized public intellectual, legal scholar, international lawyer, 
political scientist and global administrator with a rare combination of experiential and theoretical 
training and experiences. Author and editor of six books and numerous scholarly works. Fulbright 
scholar (University of Ottawa). Appointed Head of the International Technical Advisory Committee 
(ITAC) (2009-2010) of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of the Republic of Liberia (TRC) by 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, President of the Republic of Liberia and Africa’s first elected female president. 
Visiting fellow, Lauterpacht Center for International Law at Cambridge University. Elected Member, 
American Law Institute.  Executive Council, American Society of International Law. 

Terry Lodge, Ohio lawyer and activist 

TERRY LODGE has 50 years’ experience as an activist and civil and environmental rights litigator. As a 
field attorney for the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund since 2014, he’s worked to gain 
ballot access for grassroots initiatives proposing controversial local laws such as the rights of nature 
and control of the commons. He’s opposed nuclear power and weapons, corporate welfare, 
mountaintop removal mining, fracking, and has supported free speech and diversity in the workplace. 
He’s been recognized by the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability, received an Access to Justice Award, 
and is a past Ohio Civil Liberties Union Champion. 
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Beth Lyon, clinical professor of law, associate aean for experiential education, and clinical 
program director, Cornell Law School 
BETH LYON is a Clinical Professor of Law, Associate Dean for Experiential Education, and Clinical 
Program Director at Cornell Law School, where she teaches in the Farmworker Legal Assistance Clinic 
and the Low-Income Taxpayer Law and Accounting Practicum. She has written extensively on 
domestic and international immigrant and farm worker rights. She serves on the board of directors for 
the Institute for Migrant Rights, Justice in Motion, and LatCrit, and previously served on the boards of 
Friends of Farmworkers and the Society of American Law Teachers. 

Peter Mezei, associate professor of law, deputy head of the Institute of Comparative Law and 
Legal Theory, University of Szeged, Hungary; adjunct professor (dosentti) of the University of Turku, 
Finland 
PETER MEZEI is a full-time faculty of the Szeged Law School, Hungary. He is an adjunct professor 
(dosentti) at the University of Turku (Finland). He is a part-time faculty member of the College of Law, 
University of Toledo (USA), and a visiting professor of the Université Jean Moulin Lyon III (France) and 
the Bocconi University (Italy). He focuses on comparative law; and comparative, digital, International 
and European copyright law. Besides teaching at various European universities, he has delivered 
numerous lectures and he has joined multiple renowned conferences in the USA (e.g. the DMCA at 20 
Symposium at Texas A&M University School of Law, in 2018). His key English language papers are 
available via http://ssrn.com/author=1697918. 

Dr. Nachiketa Mittal, founder & director, Virtual Law School, Pune, Maharashtra, India 

Dr. Nachiketa Mittal is a Founder & Director of Virtual Law School (India’s 1st) an online law teaching 
platform. Dr. Mittal was formerly Dean In-charge of the Unitedworld School of Law, India and a former 
faculty of law in the National Law University Odisha, India. He has also worked with the Hon’ble Chief 
Justice of India in the Supreme Court of India on invitation. He completed his Ph.D. from NLUO in the 
field of access to justice for the rural poor. Dr. Mittal has worked in more than 150 villages of India as 
part of several research and empowerment programs for women, children and disadvantaged groups 
and indigenous population. Dr. Mittal has delivered lectures and presented paper on Access to Justice 
in Miami Dade College Florida (USA); Georgia State University, College of Law (USA) and Barry 
University, Orlando. Dr. Mittal has also spoken in Loyola University of Chicago School of Law; Atlanta 
International Arbitration Society, Georgia;  Northwestern University School of Law, Chicago; and 
Toledo University College of Law, Ohio.  

Todd D. Rakoff, professor of administrative law, Harvard Law School 

TODD RAKOFF graduated from Harvard Law School in 1975, and joined the faculty in 1979 after 
clerking for Hon. Henry Friendly and practicing in Boston. He teaches contracts and administrative 
law, has been Dean of the J.D. Program, and is presently the Byrne Professor of Administrative Law. 
Since the mid-1980s he has been one of the editors of Gellhorn and Byse’s Administrative Law. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fssrn.com%2Fauthor%3D1697918&data=04%7C01%7CBen.Davis%40UToledo.Edu%7C86e29d7be45b4ae21f0008d8968ca9bd%7C1d6b1707baa94a3da8f8deabfb3d467b%7C0%7C0%7C637424878195223626%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KXtL5HJhw2Y73oedC9UuKeZvYNdf3kctnJUGnIa3azs%3D&reserved=0
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Professor Rakoff has been actively involved in many of Harvard’s educational experiments and 
reforms of the last quarter century, including the experimental integrated curriculum of the 1980s, the 
move to smaller first year sections in the late 1990s, and more recently the development of first-year 
experiential courses. He has also organized programs for teachers around the country, through the 
Association of American Law Schools, and internationally, through the parallel international 
association. 

Geoffrey Rapp, senior associate dean for academic affairs and Harold A. Anderson Professor of 
Law and Values, University of Toledo College of Law 
GEOFFREY RAPP joined the College of Law in 2004 and serves as Harold A. Anderson Professor of Law 
and Values and senior associate dean for academic affairs. He was named 2013 Outstanding Faculty 
Member by the College of Law alumni association. In 2016, he was one of three faculty members from 
across the University to receive the Outstanding Faculty Research and Scholarship Award. Professor 
Rapp teaches and writes in the areas of corporate law, torts, and the sports industry. His recent 
papers include publications in the North Carolina Law Review, Washington University Law Review, 
Georgia Law Review, Washington and Lee Law Review, BYU Law Review, and the Boston University 
Law Review. He wrote a Torts casebook published by Wolters Kluwer in 2020. In 2011, Professor Rapp 
testified before the U.S. Congress on the topic of Dodd-Frank whistleblower bounties. 

Dr. Linda M. Rouillard, professor of French, and chair of the Department of World Languages 
and Cultures, University of Toledo College of Arts and Letters 
DR. LINDA ROUILLARD, Ph.D. is the Chair of the Department of World Languages and Cultures and a 
Professor of French at the University of Toledo.  She has published widely on medieval, renaissance, 
and nineteenth-century French literature, on images of race and gender, and has made numerous 
conference presentations in Europe and the Americas. 

Colin Rule, president, Mediate.com 

COLIN RULE is President and CEO of Mediate.com. In 2011 Colin co-founded Modria.com, an Online 
Dispute Resolution (ODR) provider based in Silicon Valley, which was acquired by Tyler Technologies 
in 2017. From 2017 to 2020 Colin served as Vice President of ODR at Tyler. From 2003 to 2011 Colin was 
Director of Online Dispute Resolution for eBay and PayPal.  Colin is the author of Online Dispute 
Resolution for Business, published by Jossey-Bass in September 2002, and co-author of The New 
Handshake: Online Dispute Resolution and the Future of Consumer Protection, published by the ABA 
in 2017. 

Irma Russell, Edward A. Smith/Missouri Chair in Law, The Constitution, and Society, Professor of 
Law, University of Missouri Kansas City School of Law 
IRMA RUSSELL joined the faculty at UMKC in the fall of 2015 as the Edward A. Smith/ Missouri 
Endowed Chair in Law, the Constitution, and Society.  Dean of The University of Montana School of 
Law (from 2009 to 2014) and as the NELPI Professor and Director of the National Energy-Environment 
Law & Policy Institute at the University of Tulsa College of Law. Former chair of the ABA Section of 
Environment, Energy and Resources, the AALS Section of Natural Resources and Energy Law, and ABA 

https://law.umkc.edu/profiles/faculty-directory/irma-russell.html
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Section of Professional Responsibility. Liaison of the ABA Section of Environment, Energy and 
Resources to the Center for Professional Responsibility. Served as the chair of the Professionalism 
Committee of the ABA Section of Legal Education and Admission to the Bar and it standing 
committees. Former Chair, AALS Section on Socio-Economics, Member, Publications Board of the 
Center for Professional Responsibility and the Publications Board of ABA Section on Dispute 
Resolution.  Practiced in Kansas, Missouri, and Tennessee on issues arising under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) and the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), wetlands designation, site mitigation, and other environmental issues. Founding 
Chair, Environmental Law Section, Memphis Bar Association, Chair, Tennessee Bar Association 
Environmental Section. Elected member of the American Law Institute, the Judicial Conference for 
the Tenth Judicial Circuit, and the American College of Environmental Lawyers. 

Amy J. Schmitz, Elwood L. Thomas Missouri Endowed Professor of Law, University of Missouri 
School of Law 
AMY J. SCHMITZ joined the University of Missouri School of Law and the Center for Dispute Resolution 
in 2016. Previously University of Colorado School of Law (over 16 years) and practiced with large 
Seattle and Minneapolis law firms. Clerk, U. S. Court of Appeals 8th Circuit. Teaches Contracts, 
Lawyering, Online Dispute Resolution (ODR), AI, Data Analytics and the Law, Arbitration, International 
Arbitration, and Consumer Law. Fellow, National Center for Technology and Dispute Resolution. Co-
Chair, ABA Technology Committee of the Dispute Resolution Section and the ODR Task Force.  
Member, AALS Executive Committee on Commercial and Consumer Law. External Scientific Fellow of 
the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg. Researcher, ACT Project exploring AI and ODR.  Expert and 
liaison on ODR for UNCITRAL Working Group III. Lectured and taught around the world. Over 50 
articles in law journals and books, and a book, The New Handshake: Online Dispute Resolution and 
the Future of Consumer Protection, with Colin Rule. 

Victoria Shannon Sahani, associate dean of faculty development, director, Faculty Inclusion 
Research for System Transformation (FIRST) University-wide Initiative, professor of law, Sandra Day 
O'Connor College of Law Arizona State University 
VICTORIA SHANNON SAHANI is the Associate Dean of Faculty Development and a Professor of Law at 
Arizona State University Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law.  Prior to joining the legal academy, 
Professor Sahani served for five years as Deputy Director of Arbitration and ADR in North America for 
the ICC International Court of Arbitration, as well as Deputy Director of the Arbitration and ADR 
Committee of the United States Council for International Business (USCIB).  She earned her 
undergraduate degree from Harvard University and her law degree from Harvard Law School. 

Dr. Katherine Simpson, FCIArb., arbitrator, Simpson Dispute Resolution, U.S. and 33 Bedford 
Row Chambers U.K 
DR. KATHERINE SIMPSON, FCIArb. is an international arbitrator based in Michigan and London.  She 
has acted as sole arbitrator in multi-party international arbitration proceedings and has conducted 
virtual hearings as sole arbitrator. She began her practice over a decade ago by serving as tribunal 
secretary to leading arbitrators, including Profs. Karl-Heinz Böckstiegel and William W. (Rusty) Park, in 
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cases with amounts in controversy ranging from US$ 5 million to US$ 2.5 billion. She lectures 
frequently on topics related to international dispute resolution, and has ongoing research in 
International Commercial Arbitration at the University of Michigan. Her diversity and inclusion work in 
international dispute resolution has been cited by leading authorities. She has a doctorate and 
advance degrees from the University of Cologne, University of Baltimore, University of Bonn, and Ohio 
University. She is admitted to practice in Maryland and New Jersey. 

Franklin G. Snyder, professor of law, Texas A&M University School of Law  

FRANKLIN G. SNYDER is Professor of Law at Texas A&M University, where he teaches business-related 
courses.  Before teaching, he clerked on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, and was an 
associate and partner in the Washington, D.C. office of Latham & Watkins.  He has also taught at the 
law schools of Temple University, the University of Idaho, and Notre Dame University.  He is the 
creator of the International Conference on Contracts and is editor emeritus of the AALS Section on 
Contracts’ ContractsProf Blog.  He is the co-author or co-editor of five books and numerous law review 
articles, along with short stories for Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine.  He is the founder and 
former president of the Alpine Cowboys professional baseball team.  He current serves on the board of 
the AALS Section on Contracts. 

Márton Sulyok, Ph.D., senior lecturer in constitutional law, University of Szeged, faculty of law 
and political sciences, Institute of Public Law, Szeged, Hungary 
MARTON SULYOK JD, PhD in Law and Political Sciences (University of Szeged, Hungary). Senior 
Lecturer in (Comparative) Constitutional Law and Human Rights at his alma mater, regarding 
American and European aspects of fundamental rights, on which he also does research, focusing on 
privacy, data protection and procedural due process, fair trial. He has been managing an English-
language International Relations MA program in Szeged since 2014. Between 2015-2020, he sat on the 
Management Board of the Fundamental Rights Agency of the European Union seated in Vienna, 
Austria. He is currently the head of the Public Law Center at the Mathias Corvinus Collegium in 
Budapest, Hungary.  

Anne Marie Whitesell, professor, LL..M program and faculty director, Program on International 
Arbitration and Dispute Resolution; Georgetown University Law Center 
Anne Marie Whitesell is Professor, LL.M. Program and Faculty Director, Program on International 
Arbitration and Dispute Resolution at Georgetown University Law Center in Washington D.C.  Prior to 
joining Georgetown, she practised with the law firm Dechert LLP in Washington and Paris.  Former 
Secretary General of the ICC International Court of Arbitration (2001-2007). Previously taught at the 
Université de Paris I, the Institut de Droit Comparé and Georgetown. Practiced with law firms in both 
the United States and in France and has acted as arbitrator and counsel in numerous international 
arbitration cases. She serves as a member of various boards and committees related to dispute 
resolution and is the Director of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Center of the International Law 
Institute.  A.B. Smith College, J.D. University of Virginia School of Law, Doctorate, Université de Paris I, 
Panthéon-Sorbonne. 
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Leah Wing, senior lecturer of Legal Studies, co-director, National Center for Technology and 
Dispute Resolution, University of Massachusetts 
DR. LEAH WING is Co-director of the National Center for Technology and Dispute Resolution and is 
Senior Lecturer II in the Legal Studies Program, UMASS-Amherst USA where she received the 2020 
University Distinguished Teaching Award. A founding board member of the International Council for 
Online Dispute Resolution, Leah heads the NCTDR Ethical Principles for Online Dispute Resolution 
initiative and serves on the ABA Technology Committee and ODR Taskforce. Leah served as a 
researcher on early experiments in online dispute resolution and her present research focuses on 
ethics and ODR, crowdsourcing and spatial justice, and technological responses to digital harm doing. 

 

Student Moderators 

Nick Cattaneo 

NICK CATTANEO is a third-year law student at The University of Toledo College of Law and an active 
member of the Toledo Law Review. Cattaneo currently serves the public by representing indigent 
defendants down at Toledo Municipal Court. This spring, he will begin an internship with Libbey Inc. 
When he graduates, Nick hopes to travel the country and continue to use what he has learned through 
his experiences to serve the community. 

Emilie Elizabeth Easton  

EMILIE EASTON is a third-year law student and the president of the International Law Society at The 
University of Toledo College of Law. In May 2018, Easton graduated from Florida State University (FSU) 
with a B.S. in criminology and international affairs. At FSU, Easton helped create a student 
organization that provides pro-bono tutoring services to refugees and other migrants. In 2017, Easton 
received the Humanitarian of the Year Award from FSU’s College of Criminology. During her 1L 
summer, Easton clerked for the Detroit Immigration Court, and this past summer, she interned with 
the Army JAG Corps. After passing the bar, Easton plans to join the JAG Corps. 

Riley Elliott 

RILEY ELLIOTT is a third-year law student at The University of Toledo College of Law. In addition, she is 
simultaneously pursing a master of public health (M.P.H.) with a concentration in public health policy 
and law at the University of Toledo College of Health and Human Services. At UToledo, Elliott is the 
vice president of the Health Law Society and a class representative in the Student Bar Association. 
Last summer, Elliott worked as a summer associate in the Cleveland Clinic’s Law Department. Prior to 
that, she worked as a legal extern in the Legal Department at ProMedica. Elliott is currently working as 
a legal extern with Libbey Inc. Prior to law school, she earned her bachelor’s in applied arts degree 
from Central Michigan University, where she majored in health administration. In her free time, Elliott 
enjoys baking, traveling, and reading. 

Morgan S. Isenberg 
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MORGAN ISENBERG is a third-year student at The University of Toledo College of Law, where she 
serves as the executive articles editor of the Toledo Law Review. Her first publication, "The Cosmic 
Failure of the Extraterrestrial Aquarian Exposition: Moonwalking away from the Falsehoods and 
Derisions of the Current Space Law Regime to Protect Lunar Cultural Heritage," is set to be published 
this spring. Isenberg currently interns for the Office of the Federal Defender Northern District of Ohio, 
and hopes to continue defending the rights and humanity of the accused after graduation. 

Michelle Anne Kovach 

MICHELLE KOVACH is a second-year law student at The University of Toledo College of Law. Prior to 
coming to law school, she was a high school educator. She hopes to make large scale change in 
policies affecting at-risk populations. In her free time, she hangs out with her dog, Minerva. 

Mohammed A. Omara 

MOHAMMED OMARA is a second-year law student at The University of Toledo College of Law and a 
College of Business Innovation double alumnus with an undergrad major in international business, 
minor in business law, and an M.B.A. He was born in Egypt, in Northern Sinai, and up to the age of 
fifteen, he spent the school year in Cairo, his father’s home town, and summers in Sinai. His family 
migrated to the United States in the late 1990s, with Omara arriving in August of 1998. He moved to 
Dubai after college, where he worked for three years at two multinational companies prior to 
returning for his M.B.A. He tries to stay informed on international political and economic issues, as his 
goal is to return to international work in a law and contract capacity after graduation. 

John Stewart 

JOHN STEWART, from janitor to aspiring space lawyer, is a second-year law student at The University 
of Toledo College of Law who likes to ask interesting questions. His space law journey started when he 
was looking out a bay door at space at his old janitor job, wondering  who owns it and how could he 
be there instead of here? Now, he is a law clerk at Toledo Municipal Court and has a keen interest in 
answering those questions--to help make space more accessible and understandable to everyone! 
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Notable Guests 

Kitty Atkins, Mitchell Hamline  

Sahar Aziz, Professor of Law & Chancellor’s Social Justice Scholar, Director, Center for Security, Race 
and Rights, Rutgers University Law School 

David Beckwith, Community Organizer, Toledo 

Henry Allen Blair, FCIArb., Robins Kaplan Distinguished Professor, John H. Faricy Professor of 
Empirical Research, Senior Fellow, Dispute Resolution Institute. Mitchell Hamline School of Law 

Shelley Cavalieri, Professor of Law, University of Toledo College of Law 

Anne-Laure D.R. Davis,  Licensable Therapist, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Daniel B.R. Davis, Manager, T-Mobile, Toledo, Ohio 

Randy Desposito, President AFSCME Local 2415, Executive Vice President AFSCME Ohio Council 8. 
Member, Executive Board Toledo Region AFL-CIO. Member, Board of Trustees Ohio Public Employee 
Retirement System, RN, BSN, MSLW   

Dr. Alberto Elisavetsky, Founder and Director of Online Dispute Resolution Latin-American, the 
Director of Social Conflict Observatory, National University of Tres de Febrero Buenos Aires Argentina, 
the Chairman of e-MARC Alternative Dispute Resolution Worldwide Online Spanish Congress, 

Atiba Ellis, Professor of Law, Marquette University School of Law 

Cynthia L. Fountaine, Professor of Law, Southern Illinois University School of Law  

Richard Gershon, Professor of Law and former Dean, University of Mississippi School of Law 

Lana Glain, Consumer Goods, Quebec City, Quebec, Canada 

Zachary Hillyer, ABLE, Staff Attorney 

Holly Hillyer, ABLE, Staff Attorney 

Tricia (CK) Hoffler, Esq., CEO, The CK Hoffler Firm, President, National Bar Association 

Juan Ramon Iturriagagoitia Bassas, Lawyer, Ukraine  

Dr. Morris Jenkins, Associate Professor of Justice, Law and Public Safety, Lewis University  
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Ethan Katsh, Director, National Center for Technology and Dispute Resolution, Professor Emeritus of 
Legal Studies, University of Massachusetts Amherst, Co-author (with Orna Rabinovich-Einy) of Digital 
Justice: Technology and the Internet of Disputes (2017, Oxford University Press), Recipient of  2017 
D’Alemberte-Raven Award  from the American Bar Association Section of Dispute Resolution 

David Allen Larson, Professor of Law; Senior Fellow, Dispute Resolution Institute, Chair Elect, 
American Bar Association Dispute Resolution Section, John H. Faricy Jr. Chair for Empirical Research, 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law 

Elizabeth Y. McCuskey, Professor of Law, University of Massachusetts School of Law (attending maybe 
speaking) 

Agnieszka McPeak, Associate Dean for Faculty Scholarship, Director, Center for Law, Ethics & 
Commerce, Gonzaga University School of Law 

Carrie Menkel-Meadow, Distinguished Professor of Law (and Political Science), University of California 
Irvine Law School 

Nancy Miller, Chief Magistrate, Lucas County Probate Court 

Ijeoma Ononogbu, Managing Director, Dispute Resolver Consultancy 

Daniel Rainey, Principal, Holistic Solutions, Inc., Fellow, National Center for Technology and Dispute 
Resolution, Board Member, The InternetBar.Org, Board Member, The International Council for Online 
Dispute Resolution, Editor-In-Chief, The International Journal of Online Dispute Resolution,Co-Chair, 
International Mediation Institute ODR Task Force 

Vernellia R. Randall, Professor Emerita of Law, University of Dayton School of Law 

Ediberto Roman, Professor of Law & Director of Immigration and Citizenship Initiatives, Florida 
International University, Editor, Citizenship and Migration in the Americas Series, New York University 
Press 

Graham Ross, Member Civil Justice Council's ODR Advisory Group, Member Civil Justice Council's ADR 
Working Group, Member International Mediation Institute's ODR Taskforce, United Kingdom 

Nancy M. Thevenin, Esq., F.C.I.Arb., Thevenin Arbitration & ADR, General Counsel, US Council for 
International Business 

Nancy A. Welsh, Professor of Law, Director, Aggie Dispute Resolution Program, Texas A&M University 
School of Law 

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/digital-justice-9780190675677?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/digital-justice-9780190675677?cc=us&lang=en&
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/dispute_resolution/awards_competitions/d_alemberte_raven_award.html
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/holisticsolutionsinc.org/__;!!LoBwcKfm!w-Nw-QqJ5YzPvElNybU7CzwGjRYREq5cNWO4gowaBV7UFDoVrPJCPZrs6IS9IbnQiio$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/odr.info/__;!!LoBwcKfm!w-Nw-QqJ5YzPvElNybU7CzwGjRYREq5cNWO4gowaBV7UFDoVrPJCPZrs6IS95Cb3zJ8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/odr.info/__;!!LoBwcKfm!w-Nw-QqJ5YzPvElNybU7CzwGjRYREq5cNWO4gowaBV7UFDoVrPJCPZrs6IS95Cb3zJ8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.internetbar.org/__;!!LoBwcKfm!w-Nw-QqJ5YzPvElNybU7CzwGjRYREq5cNWO4gowaBV7UFDoVrPJCPZrs6IS96U_BDGM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/icodr.org__;!!LoBwcKfm!w-Nw-QqJ5YzPvElNybU7CzwGjRYREq5cNWO4gowaBV7UFDoVrPJCPZrs6IS9m5650_8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/icodr.org__;!!LoBwcKfm!w-Nw-QqJ5YzPvElNybU7CzwGjRYREq5cNWO4gowaBV7UFDoVrPJCPZrs6IS9m5650_8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.international-odr.com/__;!!LoBwcKfm!w-Nw-QqJ5YzPvElNybU7CzwGjRYREq5cNWO4gowaBV7UFDoVrPJCPZrs6IS9UKn7l2s$
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