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Historical Sketch 

 
 After the United States entered World War II following the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor in 1941, the government sought to increase the people’s patriotism and war spirit.  In 
1942, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt created the Office of War Information which, along 
with the War and State Departments, became the primary means of boosting American morale 
with the use of propaganda.  Support for an Allied victory was promoted through a wide array of 
media, including posters, advertising, comic books, leaflets, radio, and movies with subject 
matter like material drives, war bonds, female workforce in war production, and conservation of 
resources.    
 

Americans relied heavily on the radio for their news, which made it a popular media for 
propaganda, but Hollywood also contributed significantly to war-time entertainment and 
information.  Moviegoers were treated to more than a blockbuster when they went to the cinema.  
War-related programming, such as newsreels that documented recent battles, ran for ten minutes 
before the feature film.  Director Frank Capra featured prominently during this time with his 
Academy Award-winning documentary series, Why We Fight, as did Castle Films’ News Parade, 
produced by former newsreel cameraman Eugene W. Castle.  On the other side of the world, in 
theaters run by the military, servicemen received home front news by way of the Army/Navy 
Screen Magazine, a biweekly, 20 minute-long episode that not only featured news from back 
home, but entertainment pieces from performers like Bob Hope and Judy Garland.   

 
The use of newsreels and documentaries in movie theaters, where ninety million people 

went every week, meant they had the farthest reach of any other media.  Commissioned by the 
U.S. government, they were a psychological weapon of war that reminded Americans of their 
fighting spirit and encouraged them to do more for the war effort.  The films in this collection 
represent a piece of that arsenal. 
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Scope and Content Note 

 
 The collection consists of 24 rolls of 8 mm and 16mm film dating back to World War II, 
and include single titles as well as multiple segments of a series that include propaganda 
newsreels, documentaries, and entertainment.  They are first arranged chronologically, then 
alphabetically.   
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Folder List 
 

Box Folder Item 
1 n/a 1941, Russia Stops Hitler, Castle Films News Parade, 16 mm 
1 n/a 1942, Midway – Coral Sea Battles, Castle Films News Parade, 16 

mm 
2 n/a 1943, Army/Navy Screen Magazine, 8 mm 
1 n/a 1943, Axis Smashed in Africa, Castle Films News Parade, 16mm 
1 n/a 1943, The Enemy Japan – The People, 8 mm 
1 n/a 1943, Italy Surrenders, Castle Films News Parade, 16 mm 
3 n/a 1943, The Nazis Strike, Reel 1, 8 mm 
12 n/a 1943, The Nazis Strike, Reel 2, 8 mm 
4 n/a 1943, Why We Fight – Battle of Britain, Reel 1, Frank Capra, 8 mm 
14 n/a 1943, Why We Fight – Battle of Britain, Reel 2, Frank Capra, 8 mm 
1 n/a 1943, Victory in Sicily, Castle Films News Parade, 16 mm 
1 n/a 1944, The Enemy Japan – The Land, 8 mm 
5 n/a 1944, The Fighting Lady, Part 1, 8 mm 
13 n/a 1944, The Fighting Lady, Part 2, 8 mm 
6 n/a 1944, Land and Live in the Jungle, Part 2, Series 8, 8 mm 
1 n/a 1945, Target Tokyo, 8 mm 
1 n/a 1946, Wing, Claw, and Fang, Castle Films, 16 mm 
1 n/a 1947, Battle for the Beaches, 8 mm 
7 n/a n.d., Jack Benny, 8 mm 
8 n/a n.d., Japan the People, 8 mm  
10 n/a n.d., Pete Smith Specialties, 8 mm 
1 n/a n.d., The Signal Corps, training film, 8 mm 
9 n/a n.d., Simulated Combat Missions: Attack on Paramishuro, 8 mm 
11 n/a n.d., Timing is Everything, 8 mm 

 
 
 


