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Geraldine Macelwane Scrapbooks 
Collection, 1894-1974 

Biographical Sketch 
 

 Geraldine Macelwane (1909-1974) was born in Detroit, but moved with her family to 
Toledo in 1924. After graduating high school, she began working as a railroad clerk, but because 
of the Great Depression, her job was lost. After that, she took night classes in Law at the 
University of Toledo, passing the bar exam in 1932, a full six years before receiving her degree. 
After working as a Lucas County prosecutor for several years, Macelwane was elected to the 
Toledo Municipal Court in 1952, and in 1956, she was appointed to fill a vacancy in the Lucas 
County Court of Common Pleas: the first female judge in either body.1 She is noted for her work 
in cases of child neglect and in traffic law. She advocated serious changes to the traffic court, 
since, in her view traffic court is often the first and only encounter most citizens have with the 
justice system. She suggested reorganizing the court so that a bureau would handle nonmoving 
violations and a judge could preside over the more serious moving violations. Her judicial skill 
saw her elected to the Common Pleas Court for four more terms. She died in 1974.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Floyd, Barbara. 2016. Legendary Locals of Toledo, Ohio. Charleston, South Carolina: Legendary Locals. p. 90 



Geraldine Macelwane Scrapbooks 
Collection, 1894-1974 

 
Scope and Content Note 

 
 This collection covers the life of Geraldine Macelwane in the form of eleven bound 
scrapbooks made by Macelwane. The scrapbooks contain newspaper and press clippings, 
including an article on her passing the bar in 1932, materials on her work with the Women’s 
Traffic Council, advertisements and campaign materials for her election bid to the Court of 
Common Pleas in 1954 and material on her personal life and interests up to her death in 1974. 
Also included are miscellaneous materials.  
 
Of particular interest are a verdict slip of the Lucas County Court of Common Pleas from 1894 
and a program from the 1965 commencement exercises of St. Francis de Sales High School.  
 
Researchers interested in the legal history of Toledo, women in the legal profession, or the 
general social history of twentieth century America will find this collection extremely helpful.  
 
Scrapbooks are listed chronologically by date of earliest material. Original scrapbook titles, 
where available, are included. Miscellaneous material not included in a scrapbook is listed 
alphabetically by type. 
 

Folder List 
 

Box Folder Item 
1 - Scrapbook, 1925-1946 
3 - Scrapbook, 1926-1961 
2 - Scrapbook, 1947-1964 
3 - Scrapbook, 1950-1974, Newspaper Clipping Photocopies 
2 - Scrapbook, 1952-1956 
4 - Scrapbook, 1953-1954, Women’s Traffic Safety Campaign* 
2 - Scrapbook, 1954, Common Pleas Appointment and Election 

Campaign 
3 - Scrapbook, 1954-1955, Women’s Traffic Council 
1 - Scrapbook, 1956-1974 
1 - Scrapbook, 1960-1963, JFK Assassination 
2 - Scrapbook, 1965-1966 
1 - Program, 1965, Eighth Annual Commencement Exercises, St. 

Francis de Sales High School. 
1 - Verdict Slip, 1894, Lucas County Court of Common Pleas 

 
 

                                                 
* Scrapbook is extremely fragile. A digital copy is available upon request.  


